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Letter to the Editor

Attention!
“Letter to the Editor” is always looking for letters or photos taken by 506th Regimental

Combat Team Soldiers serving in Iraq and family members back home. If you have a good letter or
photo, and we have room, we’ll print it. Email your letters or photos via AKO to :
michael.j.brock@us.army.mil, Subject: Letter to the Editor. Be sure to include your rank, name, and
unit as well as a caption for the photograph that includes the subject of the photograph with names
and dates. I look forward to receiving your letters and photos.

SFC Michael Brock
Editor, Currahee Press

Family members back home provide
needed support for local children

My daughter-in-law forwards the Currahee
Press to me each time she receives one; it is
good reading.

I am writing this to let all know what a fantas-
tic son I have. SSG Raymond Munden is serving
his second tour in Iraq, he has two sons, Gaven
and Garrett from a previous marriage, a daugh-
ter Sydney with Kelly, his wife; and they are
expecting a baby girl, in May.

I 'm sure all mothers know their son is won-
derful, but Raymond requested something from
me which was a real surprise. Raymond has
always had a caring heart, especially when chil-
dren are concerned.

My son called me from Iraq a little over a
week ago, just to see how everyone was doing.
During our conversation I asked Raymond if
there was anything he needed that I could send
him for his birthday next month. He responded,
"No, but I do have a request." He said there are
lots of children in the area of Iraq he is in and
they have nothing. They wear the same clothes
for days at a time and he wanted me to try to
have a clothing drive here in Texas for the chil-
dren, ages newborn to 12 years of age. I told
him I would see what I could do.

I was really excited about the response
when I approached my employer, my church

Sunday school class and family members.
Several family members have already provided
clothes for the children in Iraq. My employer is
beginning a clothing drive this week and our
goal is to have 30 boxes to send to Iraq. My
brother is an Air Traffic Controller at DFW airport
in Dallas and is spearheading a drive with sever-
al airport locations and my Sunday school class
began collecting this week. Raymond will proba-
bly receive enough clothing for more children
than he expected. My heart goes out to the chil-
dren of Iraq. They are in the middle of a war and
they have done nothing wrong and my heart is
blessed to know my son is concerned about
their well-being. These children have seen more
bloodshed than any adult in the United States
would ever dream (or nightmare) of seeing.

I want to add also that I hate the idea of any-
one having to go to war, but I feel the United
States had no other choice. I am proud of all mil-
itary abroad and in the States. You all need our
prayers and support each and every day.

Thank you for allowing me to write to you
about this.

In God's love,
Billie Clark
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Message from the command
Currahee 6

Dear Currahee Family and Friends,

Stands Alone!!  Each Currahee is contributing to the
safety of Baghdad daily and setting the example as a
Values based Soldier.  With 4.5 million Iraqi citizens in our
sector, they all realize we treat people with respect, per-
form missions in a disciplined manner and make their
neighborhoods secure. Combining combat operations with
humanitarian efforts, the 506th Infantry Regiment stays in
the face of the insurgents while providing
humanitarian support and essential services for
the other 99% of the population. 

Our troops are responding magnificently.
We are in the middle of a critical period as the
government of Iraq forms.  Criminal activity and
continued sectarian violence have kept our units
busy with stories of courage and valor being
written every hour.

As I told Chantal Escoto from the Leaf
Chronicle recently, the Rear detachment and
our spouses keep the Regiment strong by self-
lessly supporting our families.  The entire com-
munity has come together allowing us to focus
on our mission.  I am continually amazed at the
resilience of our Currahee family and the collective effort to
provide for those in need.

Thus far over 34% of the Regiment has taken the
opportunity to enjoy 15 days of well-deserved
Environmental Morale Leave (R&R), taking advantage of
the Army’s goal of providing a brief respite to the rigors of
our deployment.

Overwhelming support in the form of letters and care
packages from family, friends and supporters of the
Regiment continue to flow in to our Soldiers. In a vivid
display of American generosity and charity, Soldiers from
Loyalty recently delivered an overwhelming amount of
school supplies, personal items and toys to a nearby
Baghdad girl’s orphanage. All these items were shipped
from the US by friends and family of Currahee Soldiers for
this specific purpose. The Soldiers, staff and girls broke
bread, sang songs in Arabic and English, conducted a
great Easter egg hunt, danced the “Macarena” and a cou-
ple of Iraqi folk dances.

Currahees continue to re-enlist and thus far we have
had over 367 re-enlistments earning over $4.8 million in
tax-free bonuses, and another 40 are pending re-enlist-
ment. We successfully obtained an important Exception to
Policy from the Department of the Army to allow eligible
Soldiers to re-enlist and lock in their station of choice now,
which also entitles them to a higher tax free bonus.

Leadership changes continue since the last command
letter: SGM Robert Benson, Regimental
Operations Sergeant Major; CPT Paul Olsen, A/2-
506; MSG Andrew Barteky, Operations Sergeant
Major/1-61 CAV; 1SG Albert Washington, A/1-61
CAV; CPT Chris Buckley HHC/BTB; MSG James
Mullens, Operations Sergeant Major/BTB, CPT
Jim Krueger A/BTB; CPT Ryan Schwankhart
B/801 BSB; CPT Kurt Koptish, C/801 BSB and
CPT Alex Meeks, E/801 BSB.  

The Regiment currently has 51 Currahees
wounded in action receiving treatment at military
and civilian hospitals around the world, in-patient
and out-patient. Their courage and dedication is
a genuine inspiration to us all as they recover
from their wounds. So many are fighting hard to

redeploy back to their units and especially their comrades.
What stands out to me is their grit and determination as I
talk to them by phone weekly. We are all humbled by
these Currahee heroes.

Our thoughts and prayers continue to abide with the
family, friends and comrades of our fallen Currahees: SFC
Randall Lamberson (HHC, 1/506 IN), SFC Gregory Rogers
(D Co/1-506 IN), SSG Marco Silva (HHC/1-506 IN), SGT
David Collins (HHC/1-506 IN), SGT Corey Dan (D Co/1-
506), SGT David Herrera (D Co/2-506 IN), SGT Charles
Matheny (F Co/704 FSB/4 BCT/4 ID), CPL Brian Schoff
(HHC/2-506 IN) and SPC Prince Teewia (HHC/1-506 IN).
May they rest in peace.  We will never forget.

Take care and may God continue to bless you,

CURRAHEE!!
COL Tom Vail



A Soldier from 506th Infantry Regiment, 801st Brigade
Support Battalion, Alpha Company, platoon sergeant for
the security platoon, bids farewell to the Army as an enlist-
ed Soldier to become a flight warrant officer.  SSG Marlon
Stewart will have ten years in the Army in June and will
leave his unit to pursue a dream of becoming a pilot.

Stewart joined the Army in 1996 as a truck driver and
thought he would do his term and get out. To him, the
Army was a place where he could get college money and
get his education but his thoughts soon changed.

Stewart was born in Jamaica in 1978 and came to
United States 13 years ago. He finished high school in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. and wanted to do the college ROTC on a
scholarship but was not eligible because he wasn't a U.S.
citizen. 

He then joined the Army shortly after high school grad-
uation and figured he would do his term and get out honor-
ably and then go to school.  After completion of advanced
individual training he went to Fort Bragg, N.C. after com-
pleting Airborne school at Fort Benning, Ga.

"I ended up liking it. I liked jumping, Bragg and every-
thing in the military so I stayed in," said Stewart.

Since Stewart's first assignment, he has traveled all
around the world wherever the Army would take him.

"I've been stationed at Fort Bragg, Korea and Fort
Campbell over the last ten years. I realized about eight
years ago that I wanted to be a pilot but I would have to
get my citizenship first," said Stewart. 

The first step to realizing his dream came true in 2004.
"I received my citizenship in September 2004 and pro-

crastinated about six months before putting together my
packet," said Stewart.  He said the hardest part of the
packet for him was the resume’ which took him almost four
months to complete. 

"It went through so many hands. I wanted everyone to
check it and make sure it was okay. The resume’ ended up
being ten pages long," said Stewart.  With that finished, he
put all the materials together and sent it in to the board.

"I turned my packet in November 2005 right before we
left.  The first board convened in January. They posted an
unofficial list and my name was on it. I was in shock. I had
to look at the list several times to believe it and I still don't
believe it. It was my first look," said Stewart.

He found out in January that he made the list and now
he is getting ready to say goodbye to his Soldiers.  "The
hardest part of leaving the unit is leaving my Soldiers. I
had 49 of them but they are being left in good hands with

SSG Matthews. I am going to miss my team and going on
convoys with my Soldiers,” said Stewart. 

"He was the best NCO I have ever had. I would still be
a private it wasn't for him. I was always getting in trouble
and he mentored me and because of him I stayed out of
trouble," said SPC Christopher Morris, a petroleum supply
specialist.

Another one of his Soldiers SPC Carlos Chevez
believes Stewart is one of the greatest NCO's to work with
and for.

"He takes care of his Soldiers and always places us
before himself and he is also always on top of things," said
Chevez.

Soldier fullfills dream
of becoming a pilot
Story and photo by SGT Tanasha Stachelczyk
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SSG Marlon Stewart stands in front of a vehi-
cle before departing Iraq on his way to
Warrant Officer Candidate school.

Reenlistments in the Brigade

Total 
Reenlisted:

367

Total Money Paid:

$4,760,976
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Story by PFC Paul David Ondik

Iraqis celebrate after the FOB Hope transfer of authority ceremony by singing a song and
talking with news reporters.

The Iraqi Army's 3rd Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 6th
Division, assumed control of Forward Operating
Base Hope during a Transfer of Authority cere-

mony Thursday.
Relinquishing control of the base during the ceremony

was Multi-National Division - Baghdad's 3rd Battalion, 67th
Armored Regiment, 506th Infantry Regiment, 101st
Airborne Division.

"We stand in the company of those ready to accept
the challenge of securing Iraq's future," said LTC Mark

Bertolini, the commander of 3rd Bn.,67th AR, as he
passed on the responsibility to COL Hussain, the com-
mander of 3rd Bn., 2nd Bde., 6th IAD. 

"It is our honor to accept responsibility and take over
the sovereignty of Sadr City," said Hussain. 

FOB Hope is  located in the northwest corner of the
Thawra district in Baghdad and previously housed units of
Saddam Hussein's regime prior to Operation Iraqi
Freedom. 

Hussain stated that his main objective for 2nd Bde., 

Photos by SFC Michael Brock

Iraqi army takes over
control of FOB Hope
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6th IA Div. is building a unified, strong and independent
Iraq. He thanked coalition forces for their partnership.

"We work side-by-side with the dedicated soldiers of
the ISF every day," said COL Thomas Vail, commander of
506th Inf. Rgmt., 101st Abn. Div. "The 2-6 IA is already
patrolling and manning control points on a daily basis."

"To my brother and friend, COL Hussain, I'd like to say
that your soldiers look magnificent today," said Bertolini, a
native of Long Island, NY.

The ceremony reflects the increasing responsibility for
the Iraqis as their army gains control of more operational

areas throughout the region.
The ceremony included the playing of the Iraqi

National Anthem, the uncasing of the 2nd Bde., 6th IA
Div.'s colors, and remarks by both the outgoing and incom-
ing commanders. Also included in the ceremony was a dis-
play of the Iraqi army's new motorized equipment, includ-
ing humvees, and a martial-arts exhibition.

"The turnover of FOB Hope demonstrates the
increased capabilities of the 'Tiger' Brigade, and thus the
Iraqi army," said Bertolini. "The 2nd Brigade has earned
the reputation of a tough, well led and well trained unit."

COL Hussain talks with reporters
before the ceremony.

Local tribal leaders move to their seats for the start of the
transfer ceremony.

A local martial arts class puts on a demonstra-
tion after the ceremony and shows the spirit of
kicking out terrorism.

COL Thomas Vail talks with G.
Gordon Liddy at the ceremony.
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Story and photos by PFC Paul David Ondik

The 506th Infantry Regiment, 1st Battalion, Charlie
Company's 2nd Platoon "Raiders" conducted Operation
Raging Bull February 20th in Ramadi.

Like a kettle of corn the mission simmered to a slow
start, but before long Raider Platoon got things popping.

"We're basically just stopping vehicles," said SSG Ben
Lewis, Charlie Company platoon sergeant. "What happens
a lot of times is we'll come down the street and we'll have
vehicles coming up from the side streets shooting at us
with [Rocket Propelled Grenades]," Lewis said. "This area
is still considered war time."

The line of humvees exited Camp Corregidor, and
encountered a possible improvised explosive device
almost immediately.

"You guys know what's going on," Lewis said to the
troops in his truck. We've got a possible IED up ahead.

The trucks pulled up the route and pulled security.

Meanwhile Marine Explosive Ordinance Disposal was
called in. The decision was made to detach some of the
platoon to secure the possible IED site for EOD, while the
remainder would continue on with the original operation.
Lewis' humvee would be one of those cordoning the possi-
ble IED.

Marine EOD arrived on the scene and used a robot to
check the site.

"It's a puddle with boards across it, we think the IED is
probably in the crater," said Lewis.

The site, which has housed IEDs in the past, is
checked out by the EOD robot. It is clear, and the only
obstacle was a donkey reclining in the road who didn't take
kindly to the robot invading its space.

The Marine EOD was escorted back and Lewis' and
SSG Ramon Salinar, weapons squad leader for 2nd 

During any operation the HMMWV gunner's job is vital, yet dangerous. Spc. Clarence Parker,
an infantryman with the 506th Infantry Regiment, 1st Battalion, Charlie Company, puts on his
game face before Operation Raging Bull on February 20 in Ramadi.

Charlie Company, 1-506th Inf. Regt. conducts
Operation Raging Bull in Ramadi



TOP: SSG Ramon Salinar, weapons squad
leader for the 506th Infantry Regiment, 1st
Battalion, Charlie Company, 2nd Platoon,
works with Marine EOD at the site of a sus-
pected IED during operation Raging Bull.
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Platoon's humvees proceeded to a rally point until the rest
of the platoon returned.

"We check everything out just to be safe," said PFC
Brian Chamberland, an infantryman with 2nd Platoon. "In
case we do later missions and we take that route."

No sooner had the troops settled into their seats than
things started happening.

The radio inside Lewis' vehicle crackled alive with the
strained voice of LT Keith Helms who was at the Traffic
Control Point.

"Shots fired, Shots fired!"
"We've got RPG's… We are returning fire!"
"We are at our TCP; we have RPG fire from the west!

We are trying to maneuver to the vehicle that dropped it
off."

At the TCP, Raider platoon was under ambush. 
In this instance the chance for civilian casualties was

no concern for the terrorists.
"There was civilians this close to our vehicles," said

Helms. He held his arms outward to show just how close.
"I saw this guy talking on a cell phone, and this vehi-

cle comes up and dumped an RPG to the guy," said SGT
Steven Lloyd, a native of Plymouth, Ind. "I seen him and I
set my weapon. I yelled back to everybody else then he
went around the corner."

The terrorist reappeared and trained his RPG launch-
er on the troops of Raider Platoon. Lloyd raised his rifle
He aimed at the man, who stood out from the locals on
account of his orange jumpsuit, and the deadly weapon in
his hand.

"I fired and hit him in the leg. The RPG went off as he
was falling backward. It hit the wall," said Lloyd.

The first threat had been taken out of the fight, but the
action did not end there. At this point another team of ter-
rorists was sighted with another RPG. The Soldiers moved
in to intercept them.

"If we didn't maneuver on them it would have been a
dark day for 2nd Platoon, because they had that second
RPG team moving into position," said Helms.

The second team was intercepted by 1st Battalion,
Delta Company. Neither platoon suffered any casualties.

"We roll with a purpose. We define success by our
ability to manipulate our battle space," said CPT Joe
Claburn, commander of Charlie Company. "You really
have to out-insurgent the insurgents," Claburn said.
"We've done over 50 mounted and dismounted missions,"
he said. 

Claburn's first sergeant was shot and injured recently.
"We captured that sniper the very next day," said Claburn.

Charlie Company is no stranger to battle. "This is
everyday, we are receiving contact like this every day,"
Claburn said.

As for Raider Platoon, they had just enough time to
grab some hot chow, before returning to the streets of
Ramadi for another operation later that same day.

A day in Currahee History…
21 APRIL, 1945—NEAR BONN, 

GERMANY
CENTRAL EUROPEAN CAMPAIGN, WWII

On the 21On the 21stst of April, preparations of April, preparations 
were being made for the were being made for the CurraheeCurrahee’’ss
last major movement* of the War.last major movement* of the War.

After being relieved by elements of After being relieved by elements of 
the 94the 94thth Infantry Division on the Infantry Division on the 
1717thth, the Regiment was notified on , the Regiment was notified on 
the 19the 19thth of April that they would be of April that they would be 
moving to the southern part of moving to the southern part of 
Germany, specifically, the area Germany, specifically, the area 
aroundaround JagsthausenJagsthausen..

*This would be the last major move *This would be the last major move 
for the Currahees prior to their push for the Currahees prior to their push 
to Hitlerto Hitler’’s famous s famous ““EagleEagle’’s Nest.s Nest.””
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Story and photos by SFC Michael Brock

Chemical Platoon makes sure
hospital is safe for Soldiers

SSG Heath Stone scrubs SGT Michael Nelson after coming out of the Rustamiyah hospital
after checking chemicals in a storage room.

Soldiers from 506th Brigade Troops Battalion’s
Chemical Platoon had the chance to prove their
“METL” on a recent mission.

The chemical platoon from Bravo Company, 506th
BTB, 506th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault) recently traveled from Forward Operating Base
Loyalty to FOB Rustamiyah's hospital to identify and then
later remove chemicals found in a storage room.

"This is the first mission that we have been able to go
on," said 1LT Jim Elliott, outgoing chemical platoon leader
from Beach Bottom, W. Va. "We have actually been called
three or four times but this is the first one we have been
able to respond too."

The six Soldiers from the chemical platoon are all haz-
mat technicians, certified through the Army and the state of

Tennessee.
"The Soldiers are doing well," Elliott said. "They are

doing what they were trained to do."
The mission at the hospital is to identify the unknown

chemicals in the room. They appear to be lab chemicals
but some of the labels have fallen off or have been corrod-
ed off with time, Elliott added.

"These chemicals have been here for years," said 1LT
Michelle McCaffrey, incoming chemical platoon leader. "It's
about time we did something with these chemicals."

Even though most of the chemicals found were lab
chemicals, there is still a possible risk with handling the
aged chemical containers.

"There are some chemicals that have been found
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like petric acid are hazardous," said Elliot. "This type of
acid when it becomes crystallized becomes explosive
when it comes in contact with air. That would be one of the
most hazardous things that could happen to the Soldiers
out here."

Along with the six Soldiers from the Chemical Platoon,
other Soldiers from throughout the battalion were also
called upon for the mission.

"We have set up a decontamination line for the
Soldiers when they come out of the room." McCaffrey said.
"They set up the line in a record time of about 45 minutes."

Once the Soldiers leave the room full of chemicals,

they move over to the decontamination line for cleaning. 
"We spray the Soldiers down and check for contamina-

tion," said SGT Wade Byker, NBC NCO for Company C,
506th BTB. "After they are scrubbed down and have gone
through the showers, we run a chemical detector over
them to make sure they are clean and then check for phys-
ical symptoms."

“The Soldiers did great today,” Elliott added. “They are
doing what they are trained to do.”

The Soldiers will travel back out to finish determining
what each container has and then properly dispose of all
the outdated chemicals.

1LT Jim Elliott
checks the
water pressure
of the deconta-
mination show-
ers at FOB
Rustamiyah.

TOP: SGT Michael Nelson stands
in the decontamination shower
after checking out chemicals in
the hospital.

LEFT: 1LT Marsha Isaac writes
down the time that SGT Michael
Nelson goes on the air tank.
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Story and Photo by SFC  Mary Mott
363rd MPAD

Currahee mechanics keep vehicles
rolling at FOB Loyalty

In the motor pool at Forward Operating Base Loyalty,
driver PFC Khari Lewis, originally from Manhattan, N.Y.,
gazes upon his M1114 up-armored humvee with what can
only be described as love. 

"Her (the humvee's) name is Paris Hilton, because she
came to me rich and with lots of good stuff," he jokes. "I
did have Keesha, but she had issues; now I got Paris and
she can do 'bad' all by herself."

Lewis, a Currahee Soldier from the 4th Battalion, 320th
Field Artillery Regiment, 506th Infantry Regiment, like all of
the humvee drivers at the FOB is on hand when mechan-
ics perform the maintenance on his vehicle. The drivers
can identify "noises they heard and tell us other stuff that
we would not know about," said SPC Mario Alzate, a
mechanic from the 4-320 FA.

"The mechanics work six days a week, nine hours a
day but are on call 24-7 and stay here every day till the job
is done," said SFC Anthony Mobley, who serves as both
motor sergeant and platoon sergeant for the 4-320 FA.
Mobley and other senior non-commissioned officers in the
unit work seven days a week so that their Soldiers can
have Sundays off, he said. 

The 20 mechanics service humvees and also take
care of cargo and fuel trucks.  Approximately 15 additional
mechanics from the unit are out with Military Transition
Teams and Quick Reaction Force teams in even more
remote locations so that they can take care of their vehi-
cles without having them brought back into base camp.

Alzate, is one of the 4-320 FA. mechanics who per-
forms regular quality assurance quality checks, QAQC or
"quack" for short, checking for fluid levels, breaks, loose
belts, bolts and other indications that the vehicle may not
be completely safe.  

"These vehicles get real banged up sometimes when
they are out on a mission so we do whatever we can to
make sure they are safe," said Alzate. "The drivers are
proud of their vehicles, and they should be - they can save
their lives."  Naming their vehicles is another indicator that
the drivers care about the vehicle and what kind of shape
it's in, he said.

The mechanics also are responsible for towing vehi-
cles in when they break down, and "midnight emergency
calls" do happen, said Mobley. 

"The weight of the up-armoring does stress some
parts," observed MSG Bruce Wilson, battalion mainte-
nance supervisor.

The teams operating out of FOB Loyalty bring their
vehicles in on separate days.  Since there are almost 60
humvees plus the other larger vehicles that must be serv-

iced weekly, this makes the operation more efficient, said
Mobley.

Although the workload can be stressful, "for most of
the mechanics, (especially the)  first timers in Iraq, they
have matured more in the two months we have been here
than they would have in a year at Fort Campbell.  They are
handling the stress exceptionally well," said Mobley.

The goal of the mechanics at Currahee Base is to
"make sure our patrols and QRF teams are able to perform
their missions and they need those vehicles to do that.
We are able to meet the challenges of getting the vehicles
out there," said Wilson. 

The mechanics are also encouraged to be innovative if
they see something that would help add to the safety of
the humvees.

When SGT Michael Gillette, noticed some humvees
coming in from other FOB's with additional protective glass
around the top gunner turrets, "we decided we needed to
do that, too," he said.  They obtained supplies through
channels and not only installed tempered glass around tur-
rets but also he, SPC Jason Lynch and PFC Terry Witzel
designed additional protection for the doors.

"The first sergeant said 'find a way to put some more
protection on those doors,' so we did," said Lynch.  "We
had it figured out by the next day," added Gillette.

For drivers and crew members, the mechanics back at
Currahee are their primary safety check. "When the
mechanic is working on my truck, I'm here," said SGT
Marley Brunache, a cannon crew member, "we (he and
mechanic, SSG Justin Cramer) work on it so everything is
right.  It has to be," he said.

SSG Justin Cramer, mechanic, works on an
M1114 up-armored humvee.  Assisting is the
vehicle's driver, SGT Marley Brunache.



Bravo Company works to build better Iraq
Story and photo by SGT Tanasha Stachelczyk
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Every day for at least six hours a day, Soldiers from
1st platoon, Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry
Regimental, conduct dismounted and mounted patrols
through Al Dora in efforts to get a better relationship with
citizens of the city.

On this particular day they went through the Mahullas
handing out candy and beanie babies to the children. The
children were shouting "mister, me mister".  They are actu-
ally picking up the English language fairly well. 

One child asked, "Where are you from? Washington,
Texas. Where in the states are you from?"

Although they liked the toys and candy, the older folks
were skeptical to talk to the Soldiers, said SSG Oscar
Ramirez, squad leader. 

Then why do they give kids toys? 
"That's easy, it's because we want to show them that

we want to help them and that we are good," said Ramirez.
"We not only give out candy and bears but school

supplies like pens, pencils notebooks," said SGT Vladimir
Zelkind.

"We want to win the hearts and minds of Iraq," said
Ramirez.

"We want to change the perception of the Iraqi people.
We want to show that we are good and not bad," said PVT
Lance Etris.

"We have not taken fire since we've been here and
that's good," said Ramirez. 

"I think this area has gotten a little better. The first time
I was here the children and the people were yelling and
throwing stuff at us. This time they are smiling and talking,"
said Zelkind.

Both Ramirez and Zelkind have deployed before but
Etris has not.  For this being his first deployment he states
it is what he expected it would be.

"I have great leaders. Everything they taught me and
the training at the National Training Center and Joint
Readiness Training Center has been used here," said
Etris.

"In a year I hope they establish their own government
so we can go home," said Etris.

In the upcoming year and throughout the deployment
they hope to bring hope and trust to the Iraqi people so
they can live in peace. 

SSG Oscar Ramirez passes out candy to Iraqi children in the town of Al Dora.



Story and photo by Pfc. Paul David Ondik

An Iraqi Army patrol was attacked with small arms at
approximately 3:50 a.m. on April 17 at a checkpoint in
Adhamiyah, the first volley in what would evolve into a
seven hour long battle for the east Baghdad neighborhood.

Just before 8 a.m. a combined checkpoint of Iraqi
Police and elements of the U.S. Army, were attacked by an
estimated fifty gunmen, a call for assistance placed as the
troops struggled to control the hornet's nest of anti-Iraqi
forces. 

"We were out at about 0400 hours for about an hour,"
said SSG Salvatore Digaetano, a combat medic for 4th
Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment. "We went back
about 20 minutes later and got contact immediately, small
arms fire, RPG's."

“We had a gunner who actually got shots that hit the
50 cal. Gun," said SSG William Fraas, a platoon sergeant
with 4-320th. "They fired on me and tore up all down the
door of the humvee. I was actually outside of the truck with
the door open for cover. I'll live behind that door."

A force consisting of five companies of soldiers from

2nd Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army and two quick reaction force
platoons from MND-B's 506th Infantry Regiment respond-
ed to the call. The Iraqi government and their security
forces are currently responsible for more than 60% of the
patrols in Baghdad.

Firefights between the terrorists and the Iraqi and
Coalition Force elements lasted until approximately 1:20
p.m.  Iraqi soldiers from 2nd Bde., 6th IA conducted cordon
and search operations in the area of the firefight in order to
clear out terrorists and make the area safe for the Iraqi citi-
zens living there.

"There is a lot of deprivation on this side of the river,
where the people are working poor," said COL Thomas
Vail, brigade commander. "The real deal insurgency is not
a popular based movement," Vail said.

"If they can disrupt activities on the street and embar-
rass the new government then that is the objective."

During the course of the fight, five terrorists were killed
and seven detained.  Two Iraqi Army soldiers have been
wounded.

Firefight in Adhamiyah

SSG William Fraas, a platoon sergeant with
the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Battalion,
320th Field Artillery Regiment, stands behind
the door which may have saved his life during
a gun battle in the Adhamiyah section of east
Baghdad April 17th.
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A day in Currahee History…
19 APRIL, 1943 — WASHINGTON D.C.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPT. OF THE ARMY

ActuallyActually, it was on the 20, it was on the 20thth of of 
April, 1943 that the Department of April, 1943 that the Department of 
the Army officially approved the the Army officially approved the 
distinctive unit insignia for the distinctive unit insignia for the 
506th Parachute Infantry 506th Parachute Infantry 
RegimentRegiment. 

““The blue field is for the Infantry. The blue field is for the Infantry. 
The thunderbolt indicates the The thunderbolt indicates the 
regiment's particular threat: regiment's particular threat: 
striking with speed, power, and striking with speed, power, and 
surprise from the sky. Six surprise from the sky. Six 
parachutes represent the fact parachutes represent the fact 
that the 506th was the sixth that the 506th was the sixth 
parachute regiment activated in parachute regiment activated in 
the U.S. Army. The green the U.S. Army. The green 
silhouette represents Currahee silhouette represents Currahee 
Mountain, the site of the Mountain, the site of the 
regiment's activation at regiment's activation at TaccoaTaccoa
Ga. and symbolizes the Ga. and symbolizes the 
organization's strength, organization's strength, 
independence, and ability to independence, and ability to 
stand alone.stand alone.””

COL Robert F. Sink



Soldiers from 1st Squadron, 61st
Cavalry Regiment, 506th Infantry
Regiment, Multi-National Division -
Baghdad, stopped a suspicious vehi-
cle, leading to the detention of six
men suspected of a murder that
occurred in southeastern Baghdad
Monday.  

"We were on a routine patrol and
saw this vehicle that just didn't look
right. There were six guys crammed
in a small sedan, and it was apparent
they were trying to conceal some-
thing," said Capt. Chad Collins, pla-
toon leader, 1st Sqdn., 61st Cav.
Regt. "We decided to stop the vehicle
and do a cursory search when my
Soldiers saw the weapons." 

His Soldiers noted the men had
weapons, some of which were blood-
stained. The loaded weapons discov-
ered in the vehicle included an AK-47
rifle with blood stains on the folding
stock, an Iranian G3 rifle, and two
blood-stained 9mm pistols. Some of
the men appeared to have blood on
their hands and clothing.

During the stop, the patrol
learned from national tip line informa-
tion that a vehicle with the same
license number had been reported by
Iraqi citizens in several criminal activi-
ties.

"My noncommissioned officers
were phenomenal in setting up secu-
rity so we could detain the individuals

properly," said Collins. "We were very
careful to preserve the evidence and
made sure the men knew what was
going on by using an interpreter."

"These guys had blood on their
hands, and I'm glad we got them off
the streets," said Spc. Noah Sidonio,
platoon medic, who also performs dis-
mounted patrols. "Everything went by
the book. None of the men were hurt
or complaining of injuries, so the
blood wasn't theirs." 

Several local residents later con-
firmed the detained men had shot and
killed an Iraqi individual in Jisr Diyala
earlier in the day.

The incident is under investiga-
tion by Iraqi authorities.

Story by Maj. James Lowe

Soldiers capture suspected murderers

Baghdad's Troop A, 1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry, 506th Infantry
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division secure the scene during the capture
of suspected murderers of an Iraqi in Jisr Diyala in southeast Baghdad.
The Soldiers stopped the suspicious vehicle, which led to the detention
of six men suspected of committing a murder Monday.

Contributed photo
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Story and photo by PFC Paul David Ondik

Soldier loves CA missions

SFC James Walker III, a fire support sergeant with the 1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment,
S5 Office, discusses a project with local leaders in southern Baghdad.

"You know that old saying, give a man a fish; he'll eat
for a day. Teach a man how to fish he'll eat for life, well,
that's what we're trying to push here now," said SFC
James Walker III. Walker is a fire support sergeant for the
506th Infantry Regiment, 1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry
Regiment. He currently works in that battalion's S5 shop.
"It's called Civil Military Affairs, it's been around for years,
but has never been used this extensively," he said. "We're
conducting these operations to fill a gap between civil
affairs and psyops."

Walker has spent the last 14 years of his life as a
Soldier. For his entire enlistment he has worked as fire
support. Now, with his deployment to Operation Iraqi
Freedom, he has shifted his focus to winning the trust and
confidence of the Iraqi people. "My whole 14 years it was
all FST. I got the tattoo to prove it," said Walker. Many of
the troops he works with have a background in fire sup-
port. "We actually fell into this, and we're doing a pretty
good job," Walker said. "I loved my job as a fire supporter,
but, I'm a 100 percent team player. If that means shifting

fire from fire support to CMO, then I'm all for it."
Walker has a wife and two sons back at Fort

Campbell, Ky. "That's what I was home on R&R for; I got a
brand new boy," said Walker. Iraq via Fort Campbell is just
the latest step along the winding road that his career has
taken. He has done stints with the 3rd Infantry Division in
Germany, 1st Battalion, 15th Field Artillery Regiment in
Korea, and training and combat development at Fort Sill,
Okla. Like many Soldiers, he has found a home with the
"Band of Brothers", first with 4th Battalion, 320th Field
Artillery Regiment, then with 1-61 CAV. "I love the 506th. I
love the history," said Walker.

SGT Matthew Hembree calls Walker "One of the best
NCOs I've worked with." His opinion of the work Walker
and his office does is representative of most Soldiers who
have had the opportunity to take part in CA operations. "I
love working with CA," said Hembree. "It's better than
going out on regular patrols; you know you're doing good."

"If you look around, you'll see certain places are
already taking their pride back," Walker said.



FOB Loyalty
and 

FOB Rustamiyah
Post Office Open Everyday!!!

Mail letters and packages home today!
The mail room is open Monday through 

Saturday from 0800 until 1500 and Sundays 
from 0800 until 1000 in Building 4 next to the 

Brigade TOC at Loyalty
The post office in Rustamiyah is located at 

building 5A6 next to the Chapel.

3-67 first deployed in 1918 during W orld W ar I

Constituted as Charlie Com pany, 67th Arm or Regim ent on 
25 October 1932.

Deployed to Africa to fight in M orocco and Tunisia on 5 
June, 1940.

Landed on Om aha Beach as part of Operation Overlord 
during W orld W ar II.

Fought in Korea under the 24th Infantry Division.

Designated as 3rd Battalion, 67th Arm ored Regim ent at Ft. 
Hood on 1 M arch 1975

Fought in Saudi Arabia during Operation Desert Shield. 

3rd Battalion 67th 
Armored Regiment

Soldiers risk their lives
to save an Iraqi family
Story by SGT Tanasha Stachelczyk

15Currahee Press April 2006

American Soldiers on patrol rescued an Iraqi family
from a fire on March 14. "These actions represent the
bravery and commitment of our troops in Baghdad," said
COL Thomas Vail, 506th Infantry Regiment commander. 

Soldiers from 4th Infantry Division, 3-67 Armor
Battalion, Delta Company were on their way back to
Forward Operating Base Rustamiyah after conducting a
patrol in the Currahee area of operation when SGT Luis
Parnell noticed what looked like a large dust cloud, said
1LT Edward Stoltenberg executive officer for Delta
Company.

"We decided to make a detour and find out what was
going on, as we drove closer the smoke that apparently
looked like dust clouds turned into a thick black cloud that
was seeping out of a house," said 1SG Timothy Adkinson,
Delta Company first sergeant.   

"There were plenty of people standing around some
crying and others screaming.  I asked the Soldiers if they
would volunteer to go inside. So we gathered the members
of the platoon and cleared the area," said Stoltenberg.

They went into a burning building to evacuate those
who possibly were hurt in the fire. 

"There were several people inside, I don't know exactly
what they were doing there but we cleared them out and
started to look for others that may have been hurt," said

Adkinson. 
They found an elderly man on his knees coughing and

evacuated him to the medic for treatment. They also found
a woman on the floor suffering from smoke inhalation.

"We are not only Soldiers but police and now firemen,"
said Adkinson.

The Soldiers had grabbed their fire extinguishers from
their truck to help put out the blaze in the kitchen where
the fire had apparently started. 

The fire had been ignited due to a portable heater that
had been accidentally kicked over by the elderly women
who lived there, said Adkinson.

After the occupants were taken out of the house and
moved to safety the XO realized there were propane bot-
tles in the house. He ordered all Soldiers out of the build-
ing, secured the propane bottles and safely put them
through a nearby window, said Stoltenberg.

Soon after the Soldiers cleared the house the
Baghdad Fire Department showed up and took control of
the situation. They were able to put the fire out. The
Soldiers stayed to help the department run water lines and
control traffic, said Stoltenberg 

"The trust and confidence of the Iraqi citizens is elevat-
ed daily by the selfless heroics of our troops," Vail said.
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1-61 CA team works with local leaders
Story and photo by PFC Paul David Ondik

"Our goal is winning the trust and confidence of the
Iraqi people. Our missions are geared toward this," said
MAJ Debra Yarbrough, civil affairs team leader, 448th Civil
Affairs. Yarbrough, and members of 1st Squadron, 61st
Cavalry Regiment S5 office stand amidst literally dozens of
Iraqi locals March 20 in the small town in south east
Baghdad, while a new billboard featuring the image of radi-
cal cleric Muqtada al Sadr looms in the background.

"The majority of the people we've talked to appreciate
what we do and want us to stay," said SGT Victoria Elordi,
a team medic and civil affairs specialist with 448 CA. "A lot
of it is about educating the people." Elordi expressed the
feeling of fulfillment that this type of work gives her, and
she plans on sticking with CA in her Army career.

"We get quotes from the people like 'When the old unit
was here, they just drove by,'" said CPT Daniel
Westergaard, fire support officer for 1-61 CAV.
Westergaard is also in charge of the battalion's S5 shop
and psychological operations. "Now we're here so much,
it's becoming like we're neighbors."

The troops check on the progress of a project to refur-
bish streets in their area of operations. This process nor-
mally begins with the S5 office communicating an idea to
local leaders and Iraqi contractors. "Our whole push here
is to put an Iraqi face on everything that's done. When our
contractors go out we don't want them to say that we're
doing this for the U.S., we want them to say this is for

Iraq," said SFC James Walker III, fire support sergeant and
civil military operations sergeant for 1-61 CAV. "We totally
take the coalition face off of it. We want Iraqi pride in it,"
Walker said. "We come out here and one, we're inspecting
the work. Two, we're showing them that this road is usable.
We're using it," he said. After checking on the roads and
meeting with contractors, the team moves on to meet with
local leaders to discuss the construction of a health clinic.
The meeting goes well, though the billboard featuring Sadr
was a surprise for the Soldiers. Many of the citizens who
met with the troops had paraphernalia which identified
them with religious sects that are not always in agreement
with the Army or the Iraqi National Congress. One individ-
ual was even covertly taking pictures of the Soldiers, he
was identified and his camera was confiscated. Regardless
of minor conflicts such as these, progress was made on
the project, one which will improve the lives of all Iraqis in
the area, regardless of religious or political affiliation.

Working in civil affairs "You definitely get to see the
positive rewards that came from this war," said Elordi.

After the health clinic meeting the team rolled down the
route to a schoolhouse. Here they pass out school sup-
plies to area children. Creating a positive image with
younger Iraqis is indicative of the far-sighted strategy being
employed by CA teams across the country. "If we can
effect changes in them now, we won't have to years down
the road," said Westergaard.

CPT Daniel Westergaard, fire support officer and officer in charge of S5 and psychological
operations for the 506th Infantry Regiment, 1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, makes
notes while speaking to an Iraqi local about a health center project.



Story and photo by SPC Alex Cook
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Train the Iraqi Army to take over the security of
Baghdad.  This is the U.S. Army's mission.  For some
Soldiers, this is more than just a mission statement.  For
4th Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment's Military
Transition Team, part of the 506th Infantry Regiment, it's a
way of life.

Forward Operating Base Apache houses 33 U.S.
Soldiers, who provide support to an
entire Iraqi Army battalion.  These
men spend their days with 1st
Battalion, 2nd Iraqi Army Division,
training them, supporting them,
and fighting alongside them.  MAJ
Chuck Markos, 4-230th MiTT Team
Commander, has nothing but
praise for the Iraqi soldiers.

"When someone bad-mouths
the Iraqis, my hackles get up,"
says Markos, "I fight beside them.
They're very brave."

Markos admires the Iraqi Army
soldiers for serving their country
without many of the things
American Soldiers take for granted.
The Iraqis don't have many
armored vehicles, little air support,
their pay is sporadic, and medical
and death benefits are almost non-
existent.

Still, the Iraqi soldiers go on patrol every day in the
neighborhoods of Ahadamiya and Shaub.  They depend on
the U.S. Soldiers mainly for backup, as well as their
expertise in running an efficient military unit.

"The Iraqi Army does a good job, they just need a little
help," stresses Markos, "much of our help comes in the
form of mentorship."

The 4-320th MiTT Team has helped improve 1st
Battalion's intelligence, logistics, and battle tracking ele-
ments.  

On Saturday, March 25, the MiTT Team accompanied
the Iraqi Army on a mission to capture three suspected
Improvised Explosive Device manufacturers in the neigh-
borhood of Ahadamiya.  Under the cover of darkness, the
Iraqi Army led the way to the homes of the criminals.  The
U.S. Soldiers, with their night vision and armored vehicles,
helped provide security while the Iraqis searched the hous-
ing complex. 

A shining example of teamwork; though unfortunately
the targets were nowhere to be found that night.

Later, Markos met with Iraqi COL Ali Ghassan, 1st

Battalion Commander.  The men joked like old friends and
sat to discuss the security of Ahadamiya over tea.
Ghassan, speaking almost fluent English, only had good
things to say about the U.S. Soldiers sharing FOB Apache
with his unit.

"We work hand in hand with the U.S. Soldiers," said
Ghassan, "American Soldiers support my battalion all the

time.  When we need help, they
come quickly."

Ghassan related an incident
that occurred on Thursday, March
23, in which his battalion as well
as the MiTT Team brought down
two terrorists in a firefight.  The
battle culminated in a four hour
shootout.  When the bullets
stopped flying, the terrorists were
dead and the neighborhood safe.

"The civilians in Ahadamiya
are happy that these terrorists
are gone," Ghassan added.

Terrorists and criminals con-
tinue to make trouble in the
neighborhood of Ahadamiya, but
1st Battalion is becoming more
and more capable of dealing with
the threat.

On the night of Monday,
March 27th, an Iraqi Police sta-

tion right outside FOB Apache came under attack from
mortars and small arms fire.  The battalion immediately
mobilized and secured the area.  On the U.S. side of
Apache, the Soldiers prepared to roll out at a moment's
notice, but this was one of the times the Iraqis wouldn't
need their help.

"They do a pretty good job," said 1LT Timothy Ballas,
an advisor with the MiTT Team, "For the most part, it's
them out there doing patrols."

In many ways, the Iraqi Army is more capable of pro-
viding security than the technologically superior U.S. Army,
says Markos.  The Iraqi soldiers are more attuned to cul-
tural differences among the people.  They don't need to
work through translators.  The area they're protecting is
their homeland, and they know the people there in a way
the U.S. forces never can.

Train the Iraqi Army to take over the security of
Baghdad.  The men of FOB Apache might laugh at this
simple statement.  At Apache, Americans and Iraqis don't
just work together.  They live together.  They fight together.
They are friends, and they are brothers in combat.

Tomahawk MiTT....
Soldiers value Iraqi bravery

Soldiers from the 4-320th FA MiTT
take a much needed break by read-
ing the newspaper and talking with
each other.



3-67 Soldiers Plays Basketball
with Iraqi National Olympic Team

Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 67th
Armored Regiment played basketball
against the Iraqi National Olympic
basketball team at Forward Operating
Base Rustamiyah on April 13.

This event was sponsored by 3-
67 AR and they held the game at the
Iraqi Military Academy Rustamiyah
gym.

“LTC Mark Bertolini had seen
them playing and asked them if they
would come here and play. They gave
him a phone number and that is when
Capt. David Baer came in and started
to arrange it with them,” said SGT
Jasha Barker, personnel service NCO
for Headquarters and Headquarters
Company 3-67 AR.

This event had several people
coordinating through different chan-
nels. The alpha company commander,
Baer coordinated everything outside
the gate. After everything was
arranged outside, SFC Keith Philips
coordinated the rest,” said Barker.

Philips, NCOIC for the S-4 shop,

arranged everything from the gym to
the water that was present at the
game.

This game was planned several
months ago.

“We knew since January we
would be playing them but we didn’t
actually know when,” said Barker.

Since finding out about the
upcoming event the team practiced
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays,
said Barker.            “We wanted the
game to be fun instead of focusing on
who won or lost.”

“It turned out well. It was a great
opportunity to meet with the locals
and gain trust and friendship with their
team,” said Warrant Officer Patrick
Fuller, maintenance technician.
When he first heard about this event
his first thought was they didn’t stand
a chance at winning the game. The
team had not practiced or played as a
team since leaving Fort Hood almost
six months ago. Where as their com-
petition have been playing and prac-

ticing together for a much longer time,
said Fuller.

This game shows that although
there are insurgents out there who
don’t want coalition forces to be suc-
cessful, we are making progress, said
SPC Terrance Rambert, all wheel
mechanic. It shows there are people
out there who want change and are
willing to show they want it..

Their team was very nice
towards us, said Rambert.

As the final buzzer sounded, 3-
67 AR came away with a hard fought
72-68 win.

In the spirit of comrade and
friendship each player was awarded a
medal by LTC. Bertolini

“Even after the game they were
smiling and wanted to take pictures
with us they were really friendly,” said
SPC Tramel Farrington, an all wheel
mechanic with Fox Company.

I thought it would be fun to play
them and it was, said Farrington. I
would like to play them again.

Story and photos by SGT Tanasha Stachelczyk

At the first basket-
ball game between
3rd Battalion, 67th
Armored Regiment,
4th Infantry Division
on March 13 a player
on the Iraqi National
Olympic team shoots
a three pointer while
unguarded at the
Iraqi Military
Academy
Rustamiyah gym at
Forward Operating
Base Rustamiyah. 

April 2006     Currahee Press18



Currahee Press April 2006 19

Anti Iraqi Forces in Adhamiyah received a major blow
on April 10, thanks to the Iraqi Army’s cooperation with 4th
Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment and the tip of a
local Iraqi citizen.  Responding to a tip about a possible
kidnapping victim, Iraqi soldiers from 1st Battalion, 2nd
Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Division arrived and searched the
home.

“The IA noticed there were no windows in a room
where windows should be,” said 2LT Amos Bock, platoon
leader of 3rd platoon, Alpha Battery, 4-320th FA “They
found a false wall and went through it.”

Behind the false wall, the Iraqi Army soldiers found a
small room filled with weapons and IED making materials.

Bock’s platoon soon arrived on the scene and assist-
ed the Iraqi Army in cordoning off the area and helped
inventory the cache.

“We cordoned off the area with the IA,” said SSG
Justin Reuber, 3rd platoon’s platoon leader. 

Inside the room, the Iraqi and Tomahawk Soldiers
found one 82mm mortar system with seven rounds, one

60mm mortar system with nine rounds, five RPG launch-
ers with nine rounds and nine propellant charges, one
RPG site, three 60mm Russian made shoulder fired rock-
ets, two Dragonov sniper rifles, two PKC machine guns,
12 AK-47 rifles, two GC machine guns, one Mauser bolt
action rifle, two British sub-machine guns, one .45 caliber
“Grease” gun, one M1911 .45 caliber pistol, one Glock pis-
tol, one flare gun, seven anti-tank mines, two anti-person-
nel mines, two pounds of TNT, over 100 hand grenades,
20 40mm high explosive rounds for the M203 grenade
launcher, two 152mm artillery rounds configured as IED’s,
over 1,000 small arms ammunition, one PIR sensor and
two cordless phones.

“It was the first time we’ve worked with 1-2-6 IA, so for
the first time out, it was pretty successful,” said Bock. 

“It was a good boost for the guys to get something
like that accomplished.”

The occupants of the house were taken into custody
by the Iraqi army and the weapons were confiscated.

Story by SPC Alex Cook

Tomahawks find weapons cache

Contributed photos

Pictures of the confiscated weapons
cache.

On April 15On April 15THTH,  2/506 INF initiated  ,  2/506 INF initiated  
a series of intensive rice denial missions, aimed a series of intensive rice denial missions, aimed 
at preventing the VC and NVA from infiltrating at preventing the VC and NVA from infiltrating 
from the mountains and interfering with the from the mountains and interfering with the 
friendly civilians harvesting rice. friendly civilians harvesting rice. 

By the 17By the 17thth, the program was in full swing and , the program was in full swing and 
the Battalion was busy conducting one of five the Battalion was busy conducting one of five 
““Turkey HarvestTurkey Harvest”” operations conducted in April. operations conducted in April. 
An aggressive patrolling plan during daylight, An aggressive patrolling plan during daylight, 
followed by multiple ambushes at night, helped followed by multiple ambushes at night, helped 
the Currahees to keep the NVA from stealing the Currahees to keep the NVA from stealing 
large quantities of rice from the hapless large quantities of rice from the hapless 
villagers.villagers.

Today in Currahee History…
17 APRIL, 1969 — THUA THIEN PROVINCE 
TET 69/COUNTEROFFENSIVE, VIETNAM
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GEN Casey visits Currahee
area of operations

“I want to come work for you,” said Gen. George Casey, Jr.
while joking with 1st Lt. David Jones, platoon leader, Company
C, 3rd Battalion, 67th Armored Regiment, with the 506th
Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, 15 April, in east
Baghdad. 

The issue was work hours and Casey wanted the six-hour
patrol for his work day instead of his usual sixteen.  With main-
tenance and mission preparation time and additional duties, Lt.
Col. Mark Bertolini, commander, 3-67 AR, explained, Jones and
his platoon work closer to twelve-hour days.   He assured the
Multi-National Force Commander that the lieutenant had plenty
of business.  Their smiles told the story of hard work and accom-
plishment served up with humor.

After inspecting a Bradley Fighting Vehicle in the New
Baghdad neighborhood, Casey traveled with Col. Thomas Vail,
commander, 506th Inf. Regt., to Jisr Diyala to see the operational
area of the 1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment commanded by
Lt. Col. Brian Winski.  

After discussing the capabilities of the cavalry squadron and
how tips from civilians are making finding criminals and terror-
ists easier, Winski said, “One great story is how our troops
worked together with Iraqi public order forces to find and kill
two mortar men who kept firing on police buildings down in
Salman Pak.”  We launched counter-mortar fire and also had
marksmen fire across the river to hit the two terrorists.  

When asked what the biggest positive for Soldiers Winski
had seen, he reminded Casey of Pfc. Keith Kelly, to whom Casey
had awarded the Purple Heart for a gun shot wound to his leg
during a previous visit to the Currahees in February.  “Pfc. Kelly
is doing great now and recently received a $20,000 bonus for

reenlisting,” said Winski.
In Zafaraniyah, Lt. Col. Kevin Milton, commander, 4th

Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment, introduced Casey to
several local leaders.  Iraqi police and firefighters told Casey
they needed more people, weapons and supplies to better secure
their people.  Casey acknowledged more can and will be done to
bring the local leaders the assistance they asked for.  “We’ll
always be friends,” said Casey.

Milton praised the local leaders for their spirit of coopera-
tion with each other.  He especially wanted Casey to meet the
strong leaders who are helping do the hard work to make their
part of east Baghdad safer.  “Your closeness is making a differ-
ence,” said Milton.

Essential services improvements were the theme of Lt. Col.
Christopher Hall as he took Casey down an excavated site where
a pump station is being built by Iraqis.  Hall described how the
station would push the waste products generated to treatment sta-
tion and improve the standard of living for the residents.  Casey
took the opportunity to talk to several of the residents in the
neighborhood, who said they looked forward to the pump station
completion.

After the group returned to Forward Operation Base Loyalty,
Vail introduced Casey to Lt. Col Paul Finken, military transition
team chief, and Lt. Col Chris Pease, deputy commander for the
Currahees.  They discussed how employment and commerce
would lead to greater stability in the area.  Finken and Pease told
Casey how hard the Iraqi Army is working to perfect their tactics
and bring security to the area of their homes.

With his visit concluded, Casey left east Baghdad knowing
the faces and voices of coalition Soldiers, Iraqi forces and citi-
zens of Baghdad, who look to the promise of the future and hear
the sounds of progress.

GEN George Casey, Jr., (center) and LTC
Kevin Milton, (far right) commander, 4-320th
FA, 506th Inf. Regt., 101st Abn. Div., and Iraqi
security force officers, April 15.

Story and photos by MAJ James Lowe

A day in Currahee History …
12 APRIL, 1945 —NEAR BONN, GERMANY
CENTRAL EUROPEAN CAMPAIGN, WWII

On 12 April, 1/506 relieved 3/506 on On 12 April, 1/506 relieved 3/506 on ““the the 
lineline”” and 3/506 went into Regimental Reserve. and 3/506 went into Regimental Reserve. 

Currahees would continue to Currahees would continue to “…“…maintain the maintain the 
Defense and Military Government of the area Defense and Military Government of the area 
and the Displaced Persons Centers were and the Displaced Persons Centers were 
consolidatedconsolidated ””** for better efficiency. for better efficiency. 

*From the official Monthly After Action Report dated *From the official Monthly After Action Report dated 
30 April 1945 and signed by COL R.F. Sink30 April 1945 and signed by COL R.F. Sink
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LTC Mark Bertolini, commander of 3rd Battalion, 67th
Armored Regiment serving with 506th Infantry
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, gestures toward a
feature of a check point on a main road in east
Baghdad while talking with GEN George Casey, Jr., an
interpreter and an Iraqi Police officer 15 April.

GEN George Casey, Jr., is pre-
sented a token of respect by
an Iraqi Police officer while an
interpreter looks on in east
Baghdad while visiting the
506th Infantry Regiment, 101st
Airborne Division, 15 April.

Gen. George Casey, Jr., examines construction of a sewage pump
station in Zafarania in east Baghdad accompanied by Lt. Col. Chris
Hall, commander, 4th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 506th
Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division and group of Soldiers
and civilians 15 April.

33%

67%

Soldiers who
have taken
leave

Soldiers who
have not
taken leave
yet

EML Statistics

As of 21 April
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The 506th Infantry Regiment, 1st Squadron, 61st
Cavalry Regiment, Charlie Company conducted a water-
borne operation across the Tigris River March 15, to
search houses for weapons, improvised explosive devices,
and their components.

While most of the elements are referred to by the cav-
alry designation of "Troop", Charlie is a company of
infantryman, which adds an extra ingredient to the battal-
ion's mixed reconnaissance, surveillance, and target acqui-
sition force.

"We're basically the brigade LRRPS," said SGT Jason
Hughes, a team leader for 1st Platoon, referring to the
Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols that were a leg-
endary force during the Vietnam War. Hughes and his men
had been living in the field for days, preparing for this oper-
ation, the culmination of the work and hardship his team
has endured. His unit, a mix of snipers, mortars, and med-
ical elements has already taken down terrorists from their
side of the river, and also scouted the target houses that
were engaged during the final phase of the operation.

"This was a long operation, it started about two weeks
ago with counter-sniper and mortar operations," said
Hughes. "We reconned the area three days ago in prepa-
ration for the cordon and knock."

Three of these houses have been targeted as "safe
houses" for anti-Iraqi forces. During the area reconnais-
sance, troops observed discarded water bottles, anti-coali-
tion graffiti, and bed rolls inside the gutted buildings.
Civilians in the area had expressed concern about foreign-
ers and outsiders coming through the area occasionally,
believing these strangers to be conducting terrorist opera-
tions.

The Soldiers of Charlie Company loaded up into their
zodiac boats under the light of the full moon, and glided

across the ancient river to rendezvous with the objective.
"The waterborne training we had back on the lake at Fort
Campbell was good," said PFC Harold Turner, a native of
Marion, Ind. "We can't get a lot of training out here. We do
rehearsals, make sure everybody knows their position."

The troops of Charlie Company are adamant in their
belief that operations like this make a tangible difference in
their area of operations. "We're definitely making a differ-
ence," said SPC Charles Butcher, an infantryman with 1st
Platoon. "When we first got to Rustamiyah, the FOB was
getting mortared nightly; it's not like that now. The number
of IEDs has gone down drastically since we got here."

When the Soldiers moved up to the objective houses
they received little resistance from the Iraqi citizens in the
area. "They see us from over there, on the other side of
the river, but they haven't really 'seen' American forces in
about 8 or 9 months," said Hughes. "Now they know we
can show up at any time, especially with a unit like ours,
you never know."

This action combined with previous operations, such
as Operation Warrior Scythe, carry forward the tradition of
excellence that began on September 9, 1943, when the
unit, then the 601st Tank Destroyer Batalion, landed on the
Salerno beach-head.

Charlie Company searched building after building,
questioned the locals about criminal activity, and scoured
the area for the enemy. They would leave the area hours
later with a few more leads than they came in with. "It was
a dry hole, but you're going to get that sometimes," said
Hughes. "Overall it was a success from an operational
standpoint. If nothing else, we made our presence known
out there," Hughes said. "This is what I love. What I love
more than anything else is to come out here and come
after the bad guys."

Story and photo by PFC Paul David Ondik

1-61 CAV conducts waterborne
operations across Tigris River

A Currahee CAV Soldier pulls security
near the river.



Imagine getting accepted into a school program you
never thought you would be able to get into only to have it
slip away because of classroom seats. Would you give up
and stay where you are or would you try again and again
until you succeeded?

A combat medic from 506th Infantry Regiment, 801st
Brigade Support Battalion, Charlie Company applied to the
Physician Assistant program at the end of February for the
second time to hopefully fulfill her dreams to eventually
become a doctor while at Forward Operating Base
Rustamiyah. 

SGT Yuridia Serna joined the Army in October 1997 as
a medic and came to Fort Campbell after completing her
medical training at Fort Sam Houston.

"I love my job. I want to be able to help Soldiers who
are injured and sick. I am able to help them now but I work
under a licensed physician’s assistant," said Serna.

"As a medic there is a certain scope we can work with
but as a P.A. it becomes larger. If I get accepted into this
program I will be able to help more Soldiers," said Serna. 

The Army is short about 100 physician assistants and
is trying to field these jobs by even recruiting civilians. 

"I feel this field is so understaffed. I think they need
more physicians in this field," said Serna.

Although this field is understaffed there is a great
reward in helping the sick and injured, said Serna.

Serna who is on her second deployment remembers
several occasions in which helping someone medically has
made her more determined to get into this program.

"I remember while in Mosul there was a Soldier who
was near heat stroke and I helped him. By the time we
made it to the hospital he was stable and was going to be
okay. After getting off a 48 hour shift, I went back to my
room and fell asleep. There was a knock on my door and it
was the guy I helped earlier with a cold drink. Back then a
cold drink was like gold. It wasn't about the drink it was
about being able to help someone and them being grate-
ful," said Serna.

She applied for the program in 2004 and was accept-
ed, but because of the number of seats available the class-
es were filled to the capacity.

"I wanted to give up and wasn't going to try again but
my fiancée supported me and told me try. So here I am try-
ing again this year," said Serna.

Not only has she applied for this program but she also

helped several Soldiers put together their packets for either
the physician assistants program or warrant officer.

"I helped two of my Soldiers get their packets together
for next year because they don't meet the requirements
this year," said Serna.   

I will help anyone who is willing to be helped, added
Serna.

"As an NCO she is totally dedicated to any mission I
give her," said 1SG Leon Johnson, 801st Brigade Support
Battalion, Charlie Company first sergeant.

"She's very eager for any challenge and has never
failed," said Johnson. 

"My Soldiers will probably say I am very strict and I
won't leave a patient until I know every piece of equipment
is working. If something doesn't work it can cost a patients
life," said Serna.

"I don't think she is strict because strict is mean. I think
she expects us to do our best," said SPC Lamondra
Didley, combat medic.

"I love her because she makes me do stuff I didn't nec-
essarily think I could do. She helps me out with everything.
She helped me get to the board and PLDC. She also
helped me put together my flight packet," said Didley.

Every person teaches you something because every
person is different, said Serna.

"When I came into the Army they put me in a head-
quarters company and I didn't like it. I hated sweeping and
taking out the trash in the first sergeants office, I wanted to
be with the patients. I finally got my wish and they put me
in the aid station working with CPT Gwinette Ferdinand-
Jacob. All she did was scream at me and would never let
me write down what was wrong with the patient. For exam-
ple, I could never write knee it would have to be the patel-
la, with her it always had to be the medical terminology. I
felt like I was being picked on until she told me I had
potential. From that moment on I knew I wanted to be a
doctor, not just a regular doctor, but a cardiologist. I love
the heart and this program can help me succeed," said
Serna.

This program will put her on the path needed to
become a cardiologist. A dream she has had for a few
years now. She wants to help those who are sick but espe-
cially with heart problems. 

"This is her dream and I think that whatever she puts
her mind to she will succeed," said Johnson.
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Story by SGT Tanasha Stachelczyk

Chasing a Dream....
Medic hopes to become a doctor
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SSG Kenneth Weddle lights the candles in remembrance for each of the fallen Soldiers from
the 506th Infantry Regiment area of oerations and their battalions in west Baghdad and
Ramadi.

Photos by MAJ James Lowe

Currahee Soldiers dedicate
chapels and remember heros

In a week's time the 506th Infantry Regiment held two
chapel dedication ceremonies: one in Forward Operating
Base Loyalty and one in Forward Operating Base
Rustamiyah.

The rededication ceremony at FOB Loyalty was held
on March 29.

"The Army has always believed the importance of tak-
ing care of Soldiers not only physically, mentally, emotion-
ally but spiritually as well," said CPT Dowon Suh, 801st
Brigade Support Battalion chaplain.

The name of "Soldiers Chapel" was revealed by the
Brigade Commander and Brigade Command Sergeant
Major during the ceremony at FOB Loyalty.

The intent of refurbishing and refocusing on the
chapels is to provide an oasis of spiritual peace available
to all of our Soldiers, said MAJ James Choi, brigade chap-
lain.  He said many Soldiers come to Bible studies,
Sunday school, and to practice for the various choirs of the
gospel, Protestant and Catholic services. 

The process of naming the chapels was similar.  Polls

Story by SGT Tanasha Stachelczyk
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were taken from the congregations who attend the servic-
es.  At FOB Loyalty, COL Thomas Vail, brigade command-
er, had an insightful Soldier choose between two tied nomi-
nations.  "In Rustamiyah they held a survey. The survey
was distributed out to the Soldiers and they decided. That
is how their chapel was named Freedom Chapel," said
SFC Darryl Motley, brigade chaplain assistant.

The guest speaker for both  events was LTC Thomas
Preston, 4th Infantry Division Chaplain.  His speaking
theme focused on Soldiers who gain from spiritual health
and how the chapels can be a big player in that process.

Each event was framed of uplifting musical perform-
ances. The ceremonies had a wide variety of talented
choirs. Each had a dedication to the fallen Soldiers of the
regiment and attached battalions.

"Tonight we honored our fallen comrades those who
have made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom," said
Preston.

For each fallen Soldier in the brigade a candle was lit
in their honor. Six candles shone as the Currahee Soldiers
remembered those lost in battle.

"My job is to bring God to Soldiers and bring Soldiers
to God," said Preston.

"There are times in a life of a Soldier where he or she
needs a place to come and feel the touch of God. A place
apart from the Soldiering, the demands of battle, and grief
of loss. A place where they can shut out the war in this
world, where they can open up their hearts to Gods peace
that he intended for the soul," said Preston.  

"My prayers are that this chapel will be the place
where you and other Soldiers can come and establish or
reaffirm your relationship with a God who loves you, who
desires to communion with you and a place where you can
awaken within yourself the faith of your mothers and
fathers," said Preston.

L to R: LTC Scott Ofsdahl, MNF-I Chaplain,
SGM Ute Harris, MNF-I chaplain assistant ser-
geant major, CSM Joel Webb, 801st Brigade
Support Battalion; LTC Scott Coy, command-
er, 801st BSB watch musical performances
during the Freedom Chapel dedication at FOB
Rustamiyah 7 April.

LTC Thomas Preston,
4th Infantry Division
Chaplain, gives the
keynote speech sur-
rounded by the refur-
bished Freedom Chapel
at the dedication cere-
mony at Forward
Operating Base
Rustamiyah 7 April.



506th Fires battalion bring cheer to Orphanage
Story and photos by MAJ James Lowe

On Easter, an excited group of young girls from the
Zafarania Girls Orphanage received an extended visit from
26 Soldiers mostly from the 4th Battalion, 320th Field
Artillery Regiment, as well as others from units within the
506th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division.

The Fires battalion sponsored the event.  The
Soldiers really worked hard to get selected to make the trip
to the orphanage.  When they heard what a difference
spending time with the girls would make, the Soldiers were
ready.  Donations flowed in from the United States from
churches and family and friends totaling over one hundred
boxes and Soldiers chipped in to bring more food and
drinks.

"Spreading the love to the girls by sharing the
clothes, toys and the Easter egg hunt really made the
event special," said Capt. Jimmy Major, chaplain,
Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 4-320th FA.

"I heard about the Easter plan for the orphanage at
the chapel," said Lt. Col. Kim Chaney, administrative offi-
cer, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 506th Inf.
Regt.  "My wife, Greta, my brother Todd's youth group, my
sister Julia, my son's girlfriend Cara along with their family
and friends sent eleven boxes of donations.  Their hearts
went out to the girls at the orphanage," said Chaney.

"I felt like they treated me like their mother.  It was
unexpected that they were so comfortable with us as we
communicated mainly with signs and facial expressions,"
said Sgt. Gloria Hernandez, human resources specialist,

HHC, 506th Inf. Regt.
The setting included green grass, beautiful cool

weather, and twelve young girls who live at the orphanage.
Events included an Easter egg hunt with over 300 eggs, a
wonderful meal, gift giving from the donations sent to Iraq
and even some special dancing.

"It was like an oasis amidst the poverty and des-
peration," said Chaney.  The beauty of the grounds with
the lush grass and the flowers was striking and we all felt
how precious the girls were, he added.

The key to giving is giving to someone who cannot
give something tangible back - but these girls did give
smiles, laughter, and shared dancing and fellowship. For
the Soldiers, the experience of sharing with the girls shone
in their own faces.  The Sisters who care for the girls were
very gracious and set the tone with loving kindness.

"I realized how much we are alike in so many
ways by spending the afternoon hunting Easter eggs with
the girls," said Spc. Leah Bentsen, human resources spe-
cialist, HHC, 506th Inf. Regt.

"The girls and the nuns were so excited. They
even brought us a little bit of home by singing a Christian
song in English," said Spc. Charles Joseph, HHB, 4-320th
FA.

"It was a very enjoyable experience for both the
girls and my Soldiers.  It was a great way for the Soldiers
to spend their Easter if they had to be away from their fam-
ilies," said Lt. Col. Kevin Milton, commander, 4-320th FA.

Iraqi girls enjoy an Easter
egg hunt put on by 4-320th
Field Artillery in Zafarania in
east Baghdad April 14, 2006.

Sgt. 1st Class Bridget Childs, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 4th Brigade Special Troops
Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, with girls at the
Zafarania orphanage on Easter, Sunday, April 16, 2006.
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In the early morning hours of March 6th, 1st Platoon,
Attack Troop, 1st Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 506th
Infantry Regiment, was conducting a combat patrol in the
Adhamiyah District near downtown Baghdad, when they
the Soldiers noticed a suspicious vehicle parked in an alley
during the late hours of curfew. 

The platoon cordoned the area, dismounted and
approached the vehicle in which they found two individuals
pretending to be asleep. Members of the platoon removed
the suspects from the vehicle and a subsequent search
revealed eight RPG launchers and eleven RPG rounds. 

SSG Forrest Robertson, section leader, opened the
first trunk he shouted, 'YAHTZEE!' and everyone in the pla-
toon immediately knew they just found an Anti-Iraq Force
cell. 

1LT Tom Beyerl made the call to expand the search
into the surrounding area. Confirming his intuitions, two
more cars were found containing two insurgents each with
more AK-47s, hand grenades and night vision equipment.

Through a joint effort between a Strike Platoon from
the 2 Battalion, 2 Brigade, 6 Iraqi Army and 1st Platoon,
the AIF were detained and brought to the detention facility
at Forward Operating Base Apache, where they and the
cache of weapons and contraband were processed. All six
insurgents were sent to long-term detention.

CPT Sean Troyer, commander, A Troop, said, "This
small victory yielded six captured AIF, eight RPG launch-
ers, eleven RPG rockets, several assault rifles, a hand
grenade, night vision goggles and a trove of actionable
intelligence."

Story by 1LT Charles Weaver
1-61Cav, Alpha Troop

A Troop wins a round of “Yahtzee”

Contributed photos

Spcs. Khari Lewis,
Company G, 801st
Brigade Support
Battalion, 4-320th Field
Artillery Regiment,
506th Infantry
Regiment, Jeannie
Deleonguerrero, and
Leah Bentsen, both of
HHC, 506th Infantry
Regiment carry dona-
tions from the United
States to the girls
orphanage in
Zafarania in east
Baghdad April 16,
2006.
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The Al-Rafidain Brigade of the Public Order Force and
the 3rd Battalion, 67th Armored Regiment, 506th Infantry
Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, conducted a joint operation
23 March in the eastern Baghdad neighborhood of
Fadaliyah.  

Fadaliyah is primarily an agricultural area with numer-
ous small herds of livestock and is home to approximately
27,000 people. The intent of the operation was to capture
members and weapons of Anti-Iraqi Forces who might be
using the area as a safe haven for operations.  

This type of operation, known as a "Cordon and
Knock," involved roughly one quarter of the neighborhood.
Every building was searched with emphasis on respect for
the property of the residents.  The Al-Rafidain Brigade took
the lead, performing approximately 80 percent of the build-
ing searches, while 3-67 AR provided much of the cordon
and whatever tactical and technical assistance the Al-
Rafidain Brigade requested.   

The searches did uncover a cache of illegal weapons.
The cache included eight Rocket Propelled Grenades, one
rocket launcher, one RPD rifle, one sniper rifle, one PKC
rifle, six grenades, two Beretta pistols, seven AK-47s, and
over 500 total rounds of ammunition.  In addition, a stolen

truck that had belonged to the Interior Ministry was recov-
ered.

The mission began early in the morning and lasted
approximately twelve hours.  Local residents were recep-
tive to the mission and seemed to appreciate that it was for
their own security.  Soldiers of the Al-Rafidain Brigade per-
formed their duties in an exemplary manner, and as a unit
they took a great step towards independent operations.  

MG J.D. Thurman, Commander, 4th Inf. Div., and COL
Thomas Vail, Commander, 506th Infantry Regiment, paid a
visit to the area and received a mission brief from both
units.  Thurman issued a division coin to MG Karim, the Al-
Rafidain Brigade Commander, signifying his appreciation
for the professional conduct and excellence of the opera-
tion.

LTC Mark Bertolini, Commander, 3-67 AR, said of his
partner unit's performance, "This is an important mission
for the Al-Rafidain Brigade.  They have shown the ability to
take the lead in an operation and perform it well."  

The mission proved to be a great success in joint oper-
ations and continues to set the pace towards a full transfer
of authority to Iraqi Security Forces.

Story by CPT David McCaughrin
3-67 AR Civil Affairs and Fire Support Officer

Operation Cannae....
IA takes lead and finds illegal weapons

The 3rd Battalion,
67 Armor
Regiment, 4th
Infanrty Division
and the Public
Order Forces find
weapon caches at
a house during a
cordon and
search in
Fadaliyah March
23. 

Photo by SGT Tanasha Stachelczyk



From the Chaplain’s office...

Story by SFC Darryl Motley
506th Inf. Regt. Chaplain Assistant

Everyday we eat right and exercise in order that we
are physically fit. Our physical fitness is something we all
strive for excellence in. Health and emotional fitness have
become words that are almost cliché’. However, how often
we forget something that is most important and that is our
Spiritual Fitness.

For some of us our being spiritually fit is supported by
our religious convictions; for others who may not be reli-
gious it may be expressed through their loyalty to their
mission, their fellow Soldiers, or commitment to their
nation. This is how we gather strength to help motivate us
when the stress levels are high and circumstances seem
hopeless.

When I look around and think of being spiritually fit, I
see the dedication of our Unit Ministry Teams (UMT) who
strive for excellence in supporting our Soldiers. Whether it
is praying for a convoy departing, providing a time of wor-
ship on the back of a Humvee or lending an ear to a fellow
Soldier each of us recognizes the power of spiritual leader-
ship.

In order to help our fellow Soldier be spiritually fit we
must work as a team to support the growth and develop-
ment of spiritual leadership in each other. Our vision in the
506th RCT is to provide religious leadership, be coura-
geous in spirit and compassionate in service. 

When you look around you will see through all the
stress factors that come along with our current environ-
ment, the vision is unfolding and we are spiritually fit to
meet the demands of our fellow Soldiers as a UMT. This
can only be done through teamwork. Teamwork is best
defined in Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (New Living Translation)

“Two people can accomplish more than twice as much
as one; they get a better return for their labor. If one per-
son falls, the other can reach out and help. But people who
are alone when they fall are in real trouble.” 

You might ask what spiritual leadership is? How do I
as an individual have the ability to be part of a team that is

providing spiritual leadership to achieve a cohesive team
that is spiritually fit?

Leadership alone is defined as ones ability to inspire
beyond the expectable and anything spiritual is that which
is consisting of, related to, or concerns or affects the spirit
or religious values. Meaning Spiritual Leadership is the
ability to inspire appropriate action in sacred religious mat-
ters and areas affecting the human spirit.

Each of us is a spiritual leader in our own area of
expertise and when we come together as a team we have
the ability to bear each others burdens, listen, pray and be
their for each other. This is also something I call friendship.
What better person to have as a friend than someone who
you can trust, confide in, pray with and know is seeking to
dedicate him or herself to be spiritually fit to lead in Gods
kingdom.

Our spiritual fitness is developed over time through a
hunger for the word of God and unity with other believers.
It can only be done with teamwork and seeking excellence
in all we do through training, discipline and motivating our
fellow Soldiers as leaders. You truly are your brother’s
keeper. As you go through each day ask yourself:

What is my personal definition of Spiritual Fitness?
How do I define Spiritual Leadership?
Do I seek to excel and inspire others beyond what is

expected?
Excellence in ministry is what we shoot for in the 506th

RCT and the support provided by the UMT stands alone.
Author John Maxwell once said “Few things fire up a per-
son’s commitment like dedication to excellence”. Your UMT
is committed and dedicated to providing excellent support
to keep each of us spiritually fit.

Whatever you do, work it with all your heart, as work-
ing for the Lord, not for men. 

Prov 17:17
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Safety Guy Speaks...
Story by Rod Lowell
506th Inf. Regt. Safety Officer

Another month has come and gone, and once again
the soldiers of the 506th RCT have done an outstanding
job in the area of safety.  The fact that we are setting the
standards for all units in the area of operations is not blind
luck.  It is due to leadership participation, thorough mission
planning, and soldiers not only following established poli-
cies and procedures, but maintaining situational aware-
ness.  In a nut shell, just plain old professional soldiering
and taking care of each other.  Each and every one of you
is to be commended.  Statistics show that the period of
deployment when safety related incidents spike sharply is
the three to six month period.  We are in the middle of that
period, and true to form the number of reportable incidents
in the 506th has increased.  We can reduce the risks, and
number of accidents by taking a few simple steps:

Continue to use the buddy system.  Two sets of eyes
are always better than one.

Drive defensively.  Always expect the unexpected and
practice rollover drills and "what if" scenarios. 

Now is the time to conduct refresher driver's training.
Review SOPs and mission Risk Assessments and

make adjustments and changes as needed.
Modify pre and post mission briefs.  Things have most

likely changed since they were first written.
Use proper procedures and don't get in a hurry.  Most

procedures have been in place for a while and are time
proven.  

If something isn't working or you have a better idea, let
someone know.

Continue to make on-the-spot corrections.

Once again, congratulations on the great job you are doing
every day in the conduct of your duties.  Your efforts are
truly commendable.  As always I am available to assist you
any way I can, 24-7.  Be safe!

"Just know there's someone out
here, somebody watching, somebody
ready to retaliate against these insur-
gents so they can't terrorize these
people," said SPC Adam Dombroski,
a combat medic with 1st Squadron,
61st Cavalry Regiment, Charlie
Company.

On March 5, Soldiers from,
Charlie Co. came under mortar attack
from anti-Iraqi forces at a position by
the Tigris River, said CPT Matthew
Stanley, Charlie Co. commander.

Coalition forces had received mor-
tar and small arms fire in that area
before, so six snipers, a mortar team
and a platoon leader was sent from
Forward Operating Base Rustamiyah
to root out the anti-Iraqi forces, said
Stanley.

"It's been an ongoing process,
fighting against these guys," said SPC
Corey Bridges, a mortar section squad
leader.

After night-fall the sniper team
had two mortar rounds land less than

100 meters from their post. The first
round impacted east of a hotel, in an
orange orchard, said 1LT David
Woody, weapons platoon leader for
Charlie Co. 

"When the first round hit, we
quickly set up our tube," said Bridges.
The second round impacted in the
same area, but this time the sniper
team was able to identify the spot
from which the mortar was fired. The
snipers then witnessed an individual
moving by the source of the mortar
fire, said Stanley. 

"It was my turn panning with the
thermal sight. After the second blast I
got a heat signature of a kneeling fig-
ure moving. About that time the Public
Order Brigade opened fire on that
same bank," said SPC Daniel Davis, a
sniper for Charlie Co. "I guess [enemy
forces] underestimated how far we
can see in the dark."

The snipers fired tracer rounds to
mark the target, and the mortar team
returned fire with six 60mm rounds,

Stanley said. "They didn't use any
grids or anything, it was all just com-
pass and range estimation," said
Stanley.

"I was coordinating the call for
fire, adjusting left and right," said
Dombroski. "All our rounds landed
within 100 meters of each other."

"Knowing how to take a map and
compass and adjust from a known
location to another location was cru-
cial," said Woody.

Two men identified as the enemy
fighters were identified as killed in
action.

"Seeing the guy and knowing he
wants to kill you, and getting him,
knowing he won't be back, that's a
great feeling," said Davis.

"In this particular contact it was
about as clear as it gets here. They
saw the enemy firing and they were
able to take the enemy out, saving a
lot of civilian and Iraqi Security Force's
lives," said LTC Brian Winski,
Commander of 1-61 Cavalry.

Story by PFC Paul David Ondik

Charlie Troop, 1-61 takes on Insurgents
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Story by LTC Paul Finken
506th Inf. Regt. MiTT Commander
Excerpt from the MiTT teams “Blackfoot Banner”

 

Hello Families.  We have reached the 1/3 mark in the
deployment (YEAH!!!) and the team is holding together
very well.  They continue to do an excellent job, from the
drivers all the way up the chain.  Their patience when
working with the Iraqis is phenomenal as they continue to
coach, teach, and mentor them through daily operations
and future planning.  No matter how frustrated the trainers
get, they start each day with focus and determination,
knowing that their work will make Iraq a safer place.  I can-
not be prouder of the team, and you all should be as well.

There have been some changes to the MiTT Team.
Two officers have gone on to do bigger and better things.
Not really, as there is nothing bigger and better than the
MiTT!  CPT Hellrung, S1 Trainer, was pulled back to the
BDE S1 section to aid in the under strength BDE S1 sec-
tion with all it has to do.  CPT Buckley, Fire Support
Trainer, moved to BDE in preparation to take command of
HHC, 4th BTB.  Good luck to both of you and your fami-
lies; you will always be a part of the team.

Additions to the MiTT started with MSG Palmer, Senior
Medic Trainer, who comes to us from 4 BTB.  He will assist
our other 3 medics in training the Iraqi Brigade Medics on
medical procedures.  We received CPT Martinez, formerly
the HHC BDE CDR, who will double as the S1 Trainer in
place of CPT Hellrung and acting as an additional S2
Trainer in order to provide additional supervision over the
Iraqi S2 section, which is in need of assistance.  We also
received MSG Armour, previously the HHC Brigade 1SG.
He will be supervising the formation and execution of the
Iraqi Brigade Primary Leadership Development Course
(PLDC) which will form the basis for NCO Training in the
Brigade.  All of these men and their families are welcome
additions to the team, as the tasks they have been
assigned are both monumental and critical.  We look for-
ward to working with them and hope the families feel wel-
come.

With the change of personnel, we have rotated some
tasks inside the MiTT and have quickly learned who should
(maybe should not) be partner up on certain missions.
Yes, running the TOC sounds like all business, until 1LT

Kay and SFC Gehringer were linked up.  Their efficiency in
completing the tasks assigned left them ample time to
develop new call signs for the entire team.  The common
thread to these names - PRO WRESTLING.  I am sure
many of the ladies have never heard or seen characters
like "George 'THE ANIMAL' Steel", "Lou Al Bando", and
"The Junk Yard Dog".  But now, anyone tapping into our
portable radio traffic thinks these guys have moved to
Baghdad and are working on the MiTT.  Don't feel bad
ladies, even the hard core pro-wrestling fans were
stumped by SFC West's request to be called "MOOSE
CHOLAK".  It took a few Google searches, but we finally
found a picture of the 1963 International Wrestling
Federation Champion who weighed over 360 lbs and
stomped into the ring with a stuffed moose head on his
head.  SFC West takes the prize for the most unusual
name and 1LT Kay and SFC Gehringer get our thanks for
lightening the mood for the time being.  After we get all the
new names figured out, we'll be sure to pass them on.  

I would like to congratulate the families who have new
additions to the MiTT Team: PVT and Mrs Phillips, SGT
and Mrs Garland, and SPC and Mrs Dingle.  We wish our
best to you all, with many happy days ahead with your chil-
dren.  

And finally, I will wish all families and friends of the
MiTT team good health and good times.  Until next month,
take care, and be safe.
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Currahees in Action

Photos of 1st
Battalion, 506
Infantry Regiment

Photos by SSG Craig
DeBourbon



Currahees in Action

Photos of 2nd
Battalion, 506th
Infantry Regiment
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Currahees in Action

Photos of 3rd
Battalion 67th
Armored
Regiment



Currahees in Action

Photos of 1st
Squadron, 61st
Cavalry Regiment
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Photos from the Field

Photos of 4th
Battalion, 320th
Field Artillery
Regiment 



Photos from the Field

Photos of 801st
Brigade Support
Battalion
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Currahees in Action

Photos of 4th
Brigade Troops
Battalion
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