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High explosive and illumination rounds for an M20A1, 105 
mm Howitzer stand ready for possible fire missions during 
during Operating Toccoa Tukarah III in the Charbaran Valley 
of Paktika Province Dec. 27. (Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Zach 
Burke)

A Task Force Glory Soldier from a gun team from 1st 
Platoon, Battery A, 4th Battalion of the 320th Field Artillery 
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, plots the gun team’s location on a hand-held Global 
Positioning System during Operation Toccoa Tukarah III in 
the Charbaran Valley of Paktika Province Dec. 27, 2010.   
(Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Zach Burke)
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The Distribution platoon Soldiers of Task Force 
Panther, Troop D, 1st Squadron of the 61st  Cav-
alry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st 
Airborne Division, attached to 1st Brigade Com-
bat Team, 101st Airborne Div, wear many hats.

These troops at Forward Operating Base Con-
nolly have a wide range of duties. Some days 
they are out on a combat logistical patrol, another 
day they may be part of the quick reaction force 
responding to a threat to the FOB.

They can provide transportation for the explosive 
ordinance disposal team, work to recover a dis-
abled vehicle or secure a sling-load to a helicop-
ter in support of an air assault mission.

Regardless of the hats they wear during day-to-
day operations, the Soldiers stay busy, said U.S. 
Army 2nd Lt. Thomas Csala of Rising Sun, Md. 
Troop D’s distribution platoon leader.

“They’re a hardworking group of individuals,” said 
Csala. “Delta Troop’s primary mission is to pro-
vide logistical support to the 1st Squadron of the 
61st Cavalry Regiment and all it’s assets through-
out Task Force Panther. My Soldiers face a lot of 
different challenges. They handle a lot of respon-
sibilities, not to mention the dangers they face 
doing the jobs they do, going out there with the 
threat of (improvised explosive devices), rocket-
propelled grenades and all the other threats.”

One of the platoon’s main missions is running 
combat logistical patrols. During the CLPs, the 
platoon’s Soldiers, which include a large number 
of truck drivers, form a convoy from FOB Connol-
ly to FOB Fenty to deliver and pick up supplies, 
including mail.

“You can look at it like a post office,” said Csala. 
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Story and photos by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Matson, Task Force Bastogne Public Affairs Office

U.S. Army Pfc. Joseph Conlon from Anchor-
age, Alaska, a truck driver from Troop D., 1st 
Squadron of the 61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, attatched to Task Force Bastogne, 1st 
BCT, 101st Airborne Div. uses a cargo strap 
to secure a pallet on a trailer pulled by a light 
medium tactical vehicle Nov. 17 at Forward 
Operating Base Fenty, Nangarhar Province. 
The Distribution platoon has hauled more 
than 715 tons of cargo and logged over 
10,000 miles on the road since arriving in 
Afghanistan in August 2010.

Photo by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Matson

FOB CONNOLLY SOLDIERS 
KEEP 1-61ST CAV ROLLING
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“We go to the big post office (at FOB Fenty) and 
get the mail, then push it down to the smaller 
recipients.”

U.S. Army Sgt. Thomas A. Adams of Lufkin, 
Texas, a truck driver with the distribution platoon, 
said he especially enjoys his job because it di-
rectly affects the other Soldiers on FOB Connolly.

“I like what we do; getting the mail, in particular, 
because it builds the morale of the other Sol-
diers,” said Adams, who has been a truck driver 
for nearly four years. “We’re here to support the 
cavalry and infantry guys and do whatever we 
can to make their missions a little bit easier. 

“That little bit of mail they get, or stuff from home, 
really means a lot,” said Adams.

Csala said the distribution platoon will typically 
run between two to three CLPs a week. The 

convoys make for a long day. Though the trip 
between the two FOBs usually takes only an hour 
to an hour and a half depending on the amount 
of supplies the platoon is hauling, loading, un-
loading and preparing makes for a much longer 
mission.

Csala said since the platoon arrived in Afghani-
stan in September, it’s logged almost 10,000 
miles on the road. Additionally, the platoon 
hauled more than 715 tons of cargo. Luckily, they 
admit,their platoon has not had any incidents of 
IEDs or RPG fire yet.

“You can attribute a lot of that to the Soldiers and 
their training,” said Csala. “They’re constantly be-
ing vigil out there on the road.”

When they’re not out on the road hauling freight 
between the FOBs, Csala said his platoon is on 
stand-by for the QRF.

“We could get a call at any 
time on the radio saying 
something’s happened; if 
someone attacked the FOB 
or something, and we’ll need 
to go out,” said Csala. “So 
we always need to maintain 
a (high) state of readiness.”

If called upon, Csala said the 
platoon must be mounted up 
on their trucks in full body ar-
mor with their personal and 
mounted weapon systems 
calibrated and ready to roll 
out of the gate within a short 
amount of time.

He said his platoon performs 
constant battle drills to en-
sure they’re able to achieve 
this, adding that they’ve 
reduced their reaction time 
by more than half since they 
first began the battle drills.

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Eric Moenster from Salem, Mo., a truck driv-
er with Distribution platoon, Troop D., 1st Squadron of the 506th 
Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Di-
vision, attached to Task Force Bastogne ground guides the driver 
of an Mine Resistant Armor Protected vehicle Nov. 16 at Forward 
Operating Base Connolly.

Photo by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Matson

Continued on Page 6.
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“We’re the kind of platoon 
that doesn’t just focus on the 
mission we’re doing, we’re 
also thinking ahead to the 
next mission,” said Csala. 
“We’re trying to make things 
easier for the next mission.”

“We perform (preventative 
maintenance checks and 
services) on our vehicles on 
a daily basis,” said Adams. 
“We make sure no leaks or 
any other problems have 
formed overnight.”

But it does not end there for 
the distribution platoon. 

There are also EOD escorts 
and recovery missions, not to 
mention other taskings given to 
the Soldiers on a daily basis.

“If a vehicle gets hit by an IED, 
or... it goes down, we’re tasked 
to escort the recovery asset, 
provide a safe hook-up and 
return to the FOB safely,” said 
Csala.

Csala said the Soldiers train constantly on recov-
ering vehicles, keeping current on the latest tac-
tics, techniques and procedures on the subject.

“We’ve had a lot of practice doing it,” Csala said. 
“At some point, we’ve had to go out and recover 
a vehicle from every troop so far, but most of our 
training was conducted prior to deploying here.”

Finally, the distibution platoon also distributes 
ammunition to the squadron.

“Since we’ve been here, we’ve issued over 
179,990 rounds,” said Csala.

So the next time you think you are busy, think 
about the Soldiers of distribution platoon. Csala 
said his Soldiers work tirelessly to haul the sup-
plies that keep the rest of the base going.

FOB CONNOLLY SOLDIERS
(Continued)

U.S. Army Pfc. Tiffany Storlie of Deltona, Fla., a truck driver from 
Distribution platoon, Troop D, 1st Squadron of the 61st Cavalry 
Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, 
attached to Task Force Bastogne, 1st BCT, 101st Airborne Div. 
unloads supplies after a convoy from Foward Operating Base 
Fenty to FOB Connolly in Nangarhar Province Nov. 17. As of 
mid-November 2010, The Distribution platoon has hauled more 
than 715 tons of cargo and logged over 10,000 miles on the road 
since arriving in Afghanistan in August 2010.

Photo by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Ryan C. Matson

This story was courteously provided by the Task Force Bastogne 
Public Affairs Office, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division.
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U.S. Army Spc. Eric Lindemann, a mechanic from Com-
pany E, 1st Battalion of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division and native 
of Flint, Mich., uses a cutting torch to remove a fused bolt 
from a vehicles’ undercarriage Nov. 20 at Forward Oper-
ating base Waza Kwah. The Task Force Red Currahee 
mechanics work long hours and overcome many challeng-
es to keep the Company E fleet of vehicles running and 
mission capable.

Story and photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies

WAZA KWAH MECHANICS KEEP 
TRUCKS MISSION READY
U.S. Army mechanics with Task Force Red Cur-
rahee repair and maintain U.S. Army vehicles to 
help keep the infantrymen and logistics moving at 
Forward Operating Base Waza Kwah.

The mechanics from Company E, 1st Battalion of 
the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 101st Airborne Division, recognize the im-
portance of ensuring that the fleet of vehicles are 
available and functioning.

“Without working vehicles, infantrymen would 
have to walk all the patrols, which would be dan-
gerous and could put them at big risk,” said U.S. 
Army Pvt. Dustin Buckner, a TF 
Red Currahee mechanic native of 
Severville, Tenn.

Working to maintain the vehicles 
for patrols is a continuous task and 
can provide many challenges for 
the mechanics.

“We are continually working on 
the vihicles to make sure that they 
are mission-capable,” said U.S. 
Army Spc. Eric Lindemann, a TF 
Red Currahee mechanic from Flint, 
Mich.

Lindemann said they reguarly en-
counter challenges when repairing 
vehicles, but try to face those is-
sues head-on to provide dependable 
transportation.

“The biggest test for us is overcoming 
our parts and tools supply shortages,” 
he said.

“We order parts once a week and 

wait for the supplies to be flown in, but we have 
to replace some parts so frequently atht we run 
out of our supply before we receive more,” said 
U.S. Army Sgt. Daniel Hartless of Houston.

“The mechanics here do their best to manage the 
supply challenge and to make the vehicles work, 
so everyone is ready for any upcoming missions,” 
said Hartless. 

“Sometimes we will have to remove certain work-
ing parts from vehicles that are inoperable to re-
pair other vehicles,” said Lindemann. “Regardless 
of the challenges, we get the vehicles running for 

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies



“Good meals keep the Soldiers focused on the 
battlefield,” said Shishido. “This is how we help 
do our part, boosting morale with delicious food 
and a few special desserts.”
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Food service personnel from Company E, 1st 
Battalion of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, 
treat Soldiers to delicious meals and desserts at 
Forward Operating Base Waza Khwa.

“It was a big eye-opener to see the response 
to our food,” said U.S. Army Spc. Carlos D. 
Love of Fayetteville, N.C., a Task Force Red 
Currahee food service specialist from Co. E. 
“When I bring out a fresh, homemade des-
sert, like my cheesecake, the Soldiers will 
form a line to get some.”

“Our food is a definite morale booster,” said 
U.S. Army Pfc. Ailea N. Hundly of Chicago, 
TF Red Currahee. “When Soldiers come 
back from mission to more of a home-
cooked meal, seeing how they can’t be 
home, our meals make a big difference.”

Though the Soldiers enjoy special desserts 
such as cheesecake and apple turnovers, 
made special for them, they also look for-
ward to specific meals.

“The Soldiers really look forward to the days 
we cook things like soul food and Italian 
food,” said U.S. Army Sgt. Aaron E. Shishi-
do, a food service noncommissioned officer 
from Co. E and native of La Habra, Calif.

“These are the best cooks I have had on a 
deployment so far, and I have been on four,” 
said U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Edwin J. Davis of Ly-
nette, Ala., from Co.D, 1st Bn., 506th Inf. Reg. 
“I love their tacos and chicken alfredo.”

Though they enjoy keeping the Soldiers full 
of delicious food, they also understand their 
impact on the Currahee mission.

Story by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies

U.S. Army Sgt. Aaron E. Shishido, a food service 
noncomissioned officer from Company E, 1st Bat-
talion of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division assembles 
the ingredients for apple turnovers, a special treat 
made for the Soldiers at Forward Operating Base 
Waza Kwah, Afghanistan Nov. 24.

RED CURRAHEE COOKS 
CREATE SPECIAL TREATS

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies
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go to the landing zone to bring back the supplies, 
said Gemmil.

“This most recent drop supplied us with things 
like toilet paper, MREs, and cold-weather gear,” 
said Summer.

Cold weather gear is essential for fighter mainte-
nance and allows patrols to continue conduction 
night missions, Gemmil added.

The LCLA drop is a more recent alternative uti-
lized by the Soldiers at FOB Waza Kwah.

Soldiers from Company D, 1st Battalion of the 
506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 101st Airborne Division receive supplies 
by low-cost, low-altitude, an alternative delivery 
method at Forward Operating Base Waza Kwah, 
Afghanistan.

 The LCLA drop is a supply method in which an 
aircraft flys closer to the ground and releases 
palletized supplies from the cargo area. Once the 
pallets exit the aircraft, parachutes are released 
and slowly lower the supplies to a specific loca-
tion on the ground.

“We only receive resupply by air,” said U.S. Army 
1st Sgt. Brian D. Gemmil, first sergeant of Co. D., 
1st Bn., 506th Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 101st Airborne 
Div. and native of Carmel, Ind.

With the limitations of available flights, these 
LCLA drops not only provide necessary supplies, 
but other additional improvements to traditional 
delivery choices.

“These drops reduce the risk to Soldiers because 
they do not have to leave the post, and to aircraft 
because they don’t have to land and unload,” 
said Gemmil.

Not only does the LCLA drop provide a safer 
alternative, but this form of delivery helps with the 
mission at hand.

“The LCLA drop is fast and efficient which helps 
us better maintain mission readiness,” said U.S. 
Army Staff Sgt. James D. Summer, a platoon 
sergeant from Co. D, 1st Bn., 506th Inf. Reg. and 
native of Colorado Springs, Colo.

After the drops are coordinated, the Soldiers on 
the ground wait until the planned time, and then 

Story by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies

An aircraft delivers pallets of supplies by us-
ing the low-cast, low-altitude drop method at 
Forward Operating Base Waza Kwah, Af-
ghanistan Nov. 20.

LOW-COST, LOW-ALTITUDE 
DROPS SUPPLY WAZA KWAH

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies



some of the Soldiers to disregard taking the time 
to put on all their personal safety equipment, but 
that did not deter them from making an impact on 
the battle.

“Sergeant Starks, even though he didn’t have 
time to put his boots on or find all his gear, still 
maneuvered through the enemy while being 
fired on,” said Landis. “For him to keep positions 
manned and keep in contact with Margah Base 
while engaging the enemy was almost unreal.”

With the observation point under attack, the Sol-
diers down the mountain side at the COP below, 
prepared to defend their outpost.

“At approximately [1:20 a.m.], I woke up to [Sgt. 
Byron O. Reed Jr.]  screaming that COP Margah 
was taking enemy small-arms fire, RPGs, and 
mortar fire,” said Spc. Matthew D. Keating, a gun-
ner with Company F, 2-506th Inf. Reg., 4thBCT, 
101st Airborne Div. and native of Portsmouth, 
Ohio. 

Under heavy small-arms fire, my team imme-
diately ran to the rooftop mortar position and 
started preparing rounds to provide suppressive 
mortar fire for the Soldiers under attack at the 
observation point, said Keating.

With the rounds prepared, the Soldiers wasted 
no time and began raining down mortars on the 
enemy.

“Shortly after I reached the roof top, Sgt. Reed 
and Spc. Keating made their way to the roof and 
manned the 60mm mortar system,” said 1st Lt. 
Christopher S. MacGeorge, a platoon leader with 
C Co., 2-506th Inf. Reg., 4BCT, 101st Airborne 
Div. and native of Shoreline, Wash. “I let them 
know we were taking contact from the wadis to 

Clouds filled the sky making this night darker 
than usual. The Soldiers, tasked as the first line 
of defense for Combat Outpost Margah in Paktika 
Province, were on alert due to month-long reports 
of a potential attack. The six Soldiers at the ob-
servation point were ready, but nobody expected 
an attack of this magnitude.

U.S. Army Soldiers from Company C, 2nd Bat-
talion of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division success-
fully defended COP Margah from a complex at-
tack against more than 120 insurgents during the 
early morning hours Oct. 30, 2010.

“The guard at the northeast corner in the turret 
of the Maxx Pro [mine resistant armor protected 
vehicle] called me on the radio and said he was 
seeing movement,” said Sgt. Donald R. Starks, 
a fire team leader with C Co., 2- 506th Inf. Reg., 
4th BCT, 101st Airborne Div. and native of Gray-
ling, Mich. “As soon as he reported, the insur-
gents initiated contact by firing a [rocket propelled 
grenade] at the vehicle and followed that with a 
mass amount of small-arms fire.”

“I began to lay down suppressive fire, to give 
[Pfc. James R. Platt] a chance to exit the vehicle,” 
said Pfc. Michael T. Landis, an infantryman with 
Co. C, 2-506th Inf. Reg., 4BCT, 101st Airborne 
Div. and native of Sauguas, Calif.

Once Platt was safely away from the Maxx Pro, 
the Soldiers assessed the situation and reposi-
tioned themselves to prevent the enemy from ma-
neuvering around and gaining the upper hand.
“At this time, the enemy had 30 plus men [attack-
ing] the OP,” said Landis. “We got into firing posi-
tions so the enemy couldn’t flank us.”

The situation happened so quickly that it required 

Story by U.S. Army Sgt. Luther L. Boothe, Jr. 

DEFENSE OF COP MARGAH: 
A STORY OF CURRAHEE VALOR
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U.S. Army Gen. David H. Petraeus (Center), International Security Assistance Forces Commander, 
takes a group picture with the men of Company C., 2nd Battalion of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 
4th Brigade Combat Team,101st Airborne Division, on Dec. 11 after awarding the Soldiers for thier 
actions during the Oct. 30, 2010 attack on Combat Outpost Margah.

Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Maj. Hector Santos, Operations Sergeant 
Major for Task Force Currahee, 4th BCT, 101st Airborne Div.

the west and they immediately began dropping 
mortars in that direction.”

Meanwhile, at the OP, the enemy was massing 
more men for the attack and the six Soldiers were 
giving their best effort to continue pushing them 
back.

“[Private 1st Class Timothy James] had ran 
across open ground under fire to reach the 
southeast M2 .50-Cal. [Browning machine gun] 
position which ended up being very essential 
to defending our ground,” said Starks. “While at 
that position, he was able to fire the AT-4 [rocket 
launcher], as well as, throw two grenades in the 
direction of the enemy.”

“Sergeant Starks positioned himself on the MOD 
48 [light crew served machine gun], Pfc. James 

was on the .50 Cal on the northwest and Pfc. 
Platt and I were behind the bunker waiting on 
more enemies to come up the road,” said Landis.

With the enemy surging, Starks realigned his Sol-
diers to better defend against the threat.

“Private 1st Class Platt yelled to me that they 
were coming up on the OP from the road en-
trance, so I sent Pfc. Morehouse to assist in 
eliminating the threat by [increasing] fire from 
the bunker,” said Starks. “At that time, I informed 
Margah Base that our situation was getting worse 
because they were beginning to rush us and that 
I had observed more insurgents running up the 
road to increase their numbers.”

“Private 1st Class Platt and I were both laying 
down a steady rate of fire, engaging the enemy to 



they were within 15-20 feet of us, so I began 
making preparations to tactically reposition my 
men back to Margah Base, said Starks.

“Right then we started taking RPG fire again, 
which had [effectively] wounded two of my men 
with shrapnel,” said Starks.

Both Soldiers, despite their injuries, were able to 
move down the mountain towards Margah Base, 
all of us took cover behind some cliffs about 100 
meters down and I gave the mortarmen on the 
roof the signal that we were clear from the OP, 
said Starks. 

“Once the signal was given that the OP had been 
repositioned, Spc. [Brett Capstick] moved off the 
roof to assist with the 81mm mortar system and 
we began to bombard the top with 155mm [mor-
tars]from [Forward Operating Base] Boris, 81mm 
mortars, and the 60mm mortars on the roof,” said 
MacGeorge.

“I tried to direct them best I could,” said Starks. “I 
told them they were hitting danger close and that 
they needed to fire higher up the hill to the east.”

Soon after the barrage of mortar and artillery fire 
was laid, the air-weapons team was on site with 
AH-64 Apache helicopters to finish the job by ac-
curately targeting the enemy from the sky above.

“Once [the Air Weapons Team] was on station, 
everything calmed down as they began engaging 
the enemy,” said MacGeorge.

The AWT continued to engage the enemy until 
2:00 p.m. 

When the dust settled, five U.S. Army Soldiers 
were wounded in the battle, but 92 enemies were 
killed in action, two enemies were wounded in 
action and captured, numerous enemy weapons 

the southeast of the OP,” said Pfc. Livingston D. 
Morehouse, an infantryman with C Co., 2-506th 
Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 101st Airborne Div. and native 
of San Diego. “They were so close we could hear 
them speak to each other.”

Margah Base Soldiers, at the bottom of the 
mountainside, were on the rooftop doing every-
thing they could to assist their brothers-in-arms 
while they battled a surging enemy at the OP 
above.

“Sergeant [Clifford Edwards] was now acquiring 
enemy targets with the MK-19 [grenade launcher] 
from the firing position located on the rooftop 
directly to our front,” said Keating. 

“I fired one [high explosive] round to the north-
west and Sgt. Edwards immediately came back 
with a correction of left 50 drop 50,” said Keating.  
“He was also firing his personal weapon while 
giving these corrections.”

We kept adjusting our mortar fire as we spotted 
muzzle flashes or enemy movement, and fired 
rounds to our northwest, south and southeast, 
said Keating.

An observation point serves as an early warn-
ing of attack for the main COP, having provided 
the warning and now running low on ammo, Sgt. 
Starks determined now was the ideal time to with-
drawl and pull back to Margah Base.

“Everyone was reporting that the ammunition 
was running low so I made an attempt to reach 
the ammo bunker which was between our posi-
tion and the enemy,” said Starks. “Due to heavy 
small-arms fire and grenades, I was not success-
ful in retrieving any ammunition.”

We continued to hold off anyone coming at us, 
but it was becoming increasingly difficult because 

DEFENSE OF COP MARGAH 
(CONT.)
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and communication systems were confiscated. 

With the wounded treated and medical evacua-
tion complete the complex attack was defeated, 
but it would not have been possible without the 
bravery of the Soldiers involved.

“The men demonstrated an extraordinary amount 
of courage on the night of 30 October,” said Capt. 
David V. Schulz, commander of Company F., 
2-506th Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 101st Airborne Div 
and native of Los Angeles. “I was already proud 
to be the Commander of [Company F.], but the 
courage and valor that my guys showed makes 
me extremely proud to be part of this organiza-
tion and a leader of Soldiers that give so much in 
return for so little.”

We knew air was red, we knew we were outnum-
bered, and we knew that the insurgents wanted 
to take over the COP, but all hands were on deck 
that night ready to fight, backfill, and give every-
thing we asked of them and more, said Schulz.

The determination, training and selfless service 
of my men made the difference that night and we 
stand ready to do it again if needed, said Schulz.

The Soldiers involved in the defense of COP 
Margah have been awarded or are pending one 
Silver Star, three Bronze Stars Medals with Valor, 
12 Army Commendation Medals with Valor, two 
Purple Hearts, 10 Combat Infantryman Badges, 
and one battlefield promotion.  

U.S. Army Gen. David H. Patraeus, International Security Assistance Forces commander, 
shakes the hand of U.S. Army Spc. Timothy James of Gilbert, Ariz., after pinning him with the 
Bronze Star Medal with Valor  and battlefield promoting him to specialist at Combat Outpost 
Margah Nov. 11.

Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Maj. Hector Santos, Operations Sergeant 
Major for Task Force Currahee, 4th BCT, 101st Airborne Div.



ABP OFFICERS GRADUATE 
TEAM LEADER COURSE

506th Inf. Reg., and native of Houston.

“We teach the ABP things like basic rifle marks-
manship, first aid, land navigation, how to per-
form mounted and dismounted patrols, and how 
to set up and properly maintain traffic control 
points,” said D’Agnostico.

The instructors took the core curriculum and 
taught using more physical demonstration versus 
just verbal instruction.  

So far, the hands-on training has helped the ABP 
team leaders absorb what they are being taught, 
said Reeves.

“Just like how we train (U.S.) Soldiers, we do a lot 
of repetition so that the training becomes muscle 
memory: an instinct,” said Cruz.

Eighteen Afghan Border Policemen graduated 
from the Task Force Red Currahee Team Leader 
Course taught by U.S. Army Soldiers from Com-
pany D, 1st Battalion of the 506th Infantry Regi-
ment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division, in a ceremony Dec. 13, 2010 at Forward 
Operating Base Waza Kwah in eastern Afghani-
stan’s Paktika Province.

“I am very happy,” said Mohammed Ramazan, 
the TF Red Currahee Team Leader Course honor 
graduate and an ABP noncommissioned officer. 
“Before, I did not know about being a professional 
ABP; I learned a lot and now will serve my home-
land better as an ABP NCO.”

This course is important because it helps set up a 
good foundation and establish strong leadership, 
said U.S. Army Spc. Edgar Cruz, instructor and 
3rd squad, 1st platoon Leader from Co. D, 
1st Bn, 506th Inf. Reg. and Houston native.

In turn, these team leaders can return to 
their units and teach their policemen, said 
Cruz.

The hope is that these team leaders, and 
other like them, will learn good habits, be 
self-sustainable, and build their own course 
within the force, said U.S. Army Staff Sgt. 
Michael R. D’Agnostino, instructer and 
weapons squad leader from Co. D, 1st 
Bn, 506th Inf. Reg. and native of Madison 
Heights, Mich.

“An ABP executive officer or noncommis-
sioned officer from their unit comes and talks 
to them about their uniform fit and appear-
ance standards,” said U.S. Army Sgt. 1st 
Class Bryan C. Reeves, a senior instructor 
and platoon sergeant with Co. D, 1st Bn., 

Story by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies

An Afghan Border Policeman accepts his diploma 
after graduating the Task Force Red Currahee 
Team Leader Course on Dec. 13, 2010 held at For-
ward Operating Base Waza Kwah.

Photo by U.S. Army 1st Sgt. Bryan D. Gemmil, 
Co. D, 1st Bn., 506th Inf. Reg.
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duced to the M119, 105 mm Howitzer by the FOB 
Zerok mortar team. “I’d hate to be on the receiv-
ing end of that bad boy.”

The tour then flew to the TF Currahee Headquar-
ters at FOB Sharana to eat lunch with more than 
150 Currahee Soldiers before returning to Ba-
gram AF for a show there.

Actor Robin Williams, country music singer Kix 
Brooks from the duo Brooks and Dunn, and Hall 
of Fame songwriter Bob Dipierno, visited Soldiers 
from Task Force Curraee as part of a USO show 
Dec. 15.

“It is an honor to be out here,” Brooks said. “As 
an American citizen, it is my honor to come out 
here and visit with the brave men and women of 
the United States military who are over here pro-
tecting our nation and defending our freedom.”

The group flew from Bagram Air Field to Forward 
Operating Base Zerok and met with Soldiers from 
Company E, 2nd Battalion of the 506th Infan-
try Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st 
Airborne Division. The entertainers signed auto-
graphs and posed for photos with the Soldiers; 
Brooks and Dipierno played several songs on the 
guitar.

“Wow,” Williams said jokingly when he was intro-

STAR-STUDDED USO TOUR 
VISITS THE CURRAHEES
Story and photos by U.S. Army Sgt. Christina Sinders

Country singer Kix Brooks 
and songwriter Bob Dipi-
erno play an impromptu 
song for Soldiers of the 4th 
Battalion of the 320th Field 
Artillery Regiment, 4th Bri-
gade Combat Team, 101st 
Airborne Division at Foward 
Operating Base Sharana 
Dec. 15, 2010.

Actor Robin Williams, singer 
Kix Brooks, and songwriter 
Bob Dipierno take a photo 
with Soldiers from Forward 
Operating Base Sharana 
Dec. 15, 2010 during a USO 
tour.

Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Christina Sinders

Photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Christina Sinders


