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The Currahee Press, a U.S. Department of 
Defense publication, is published every other 
month by the Task Force Currahee, 506th In-
fantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division Public Affairs Office lo-
cated at the TF Currahee Tactical Operations 
Center on Forward Operating Base Sharana, 
Afghanistan. In accordance with DoD Instruc-
tion 5120.4, this DoD magazine is an autho-
rized publication for members of the U.S. mili-
tary overseas. Contents of the Currahee Press 
are not necessarily the official view of, or en-
dorsed by, the U.S. government or the Depart-
ment of Defense.
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A UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter flies over western Paktika 
province, Afghanistan during a Battlefield Circulation Sept. 
10, 2010, by Command Sgt. Maj. Timothy Coop, command 
sergeant major of Task Force Currahee, 506th Infantry Regi-
ment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division. 
(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Todd Christopherson, Task 
Force Currahee Public Affairs.)

Specialist John W. Phillips, an infantryman from Com-
pany D, 2nd Battalion of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, provides 
overwatch from Outpost 1 above Task Force Currahee’s 
Forward Operating Base Tillman, Paktika province, Af-
ghanistan Sept. 12, 2010. (Photo by  U.S. Army Spc. 
Luther L. Boothe Jr., Task Force Currahee Public Affairs.)
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TASK FORCE CURRAHEE 
UNCASES IT’S COLORS
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The 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st 
Airborne Division (Air Assault) uncased 
its brigade colors and officially assumed 
control of Paktika province from the 3rd 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division during a ceremony held Sept. 9.

The Currahees expressed gratitude 
toward their Rakkasan brothers for their 
efforts in the province and for the help to 
make the transition a smooth one.

“Your help in [relieve in place] was sec-
ond to none,” said Col. Sean M. Jenkins, 
the 4th BCT commander. “Task Force 
Currahee will build on your successes 
and the lessons you and our Afghan Part-
ners have provided us. Together, we will 
continue down this road of progress.”

As part of the U.S. Army’s campaign con-
tinuity plan, 4th BCT is returning to the 
same area of operations that they served 
during the 2008 and 2009 Operation En-
during Freedom campaign.

Having been here before is a huge ben-
efit for the Currahees, said Lt. Col. Darrin 
Ricketts, the 4th BCT deputy commander. 
Though the battlefield is ever-changing, 
understanding the culture, the terrain and 
the enemy makes it easier for us to start 
making progress quickly.

Relationships with the people of Afghani-
stan are key, said Ricketts. Having been 
here before it allows us to continue to 
build upon already established partner-
ships.

The Currahees emphasized that the goal of this 
deployment is to work together with the people 
of Afghanistan to continue to build the founda-
tions that enable the country to serve its people 
and to be prosperous.

“The members of Task Force Currahee are com-
mitted to providing assistance and support to the 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, and its people,” 
said Jenkins. “Together, Shana ba Shana (shoul-
der to shoulder) we will work to build a country 
that is stable, peaceful, and respects the rights 
of all citizens.”

Referencing their rich history, the Currahees are 
optimistic that the challenge before them is ac-
complishable.

Colonel Sean M. Jenkins, commander of Task Force 
Currahee, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Com-
bat Team, 101st Airborne Division, and Command 
Sgt. Maj. Timothy Coop uncase the brigade and regi-
mental colors during a Transfer of Authority ceremony 
at Forward Operating Base Sharana, Afghanistan on 
Sept. 9, 2010. 
 

Story by U.S. Army Spc. Luther L. Boothe Jr.

This task, like so many others, carried out by 
this historic regiment will be difficult, said Jen-
kins. Like the Currahees serving before us in 
World War II, Vietnam and just two years ago in 
this very province, we will prevail.

“It is now, it is here, that we begin and add the 
next chapter in the regiment’s lineage,” said 
Jenkins. “And now, our challenge will be to 
bring all of what we have, all of what we are, to 
the people of Afghanistan.

“At the end, like those before, we will leave 
that, which we have undertaken in a better 
state than when we started.”

Colonel Sean M. Jenkins, commander of Task Force Currahee, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Bri-
gade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, and Command Sgt. Maj. Timothy Coop stand before 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 4th BCT, 101st ABN DIV during the invocation at the 
brigade and regimental color uncasing and Transfer of Authority ceremony at Forward Operating 
Base Sharana, Afghanistan on Sept. 9, 2010. 
 

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies
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THE HISTORY OF 
THE COMBAT PATCH 

The idea of a unit designation patch is accredited 
to Gen. John J. Pershing in early 1918, during 
World War I. He ruled that the men of his division, 
the 81st Infantry Division, would wear an olive-
drab felt patch on their left shoulder with the sil-
hoette of a wildcat- after Wildcat Creek, a stream 
that flows through Fort Jackson, S.C.

October 19, 1918
The U.S. Army adopts the concept of wearing a 
distinctive colored patch to designate the differ-
ence between Soldiers in different units.

World War II
By the beginning of World War II, all army groups, 
field armies, corps and divisions had their own 
unique and colorful unit patch and wore the com-
bat patch showing that they had been in combat 
with that unit. The design of the patch was based 
on the unit’s unique history or from something 
that sets it apart from the rest of the units.

July 1, 1970
“Subdued” patches and insignias were introduced 
during the Vietnam War and were made manda-
tory for wear on the field uniform.

The 1960’s
By the 1960’s, all divisions, corps and regional 
command’s were wearing unit and combat patch-
es.

Today
Soldiers who have been deployed for more than 
30 days with their own unit, or attached to an-
other unit are now allowed to wear that unit’s 
patch as their combat patch. Many Soldiers have 
served in combat zones with more than one 
unit and can interchange their wear of any one 
of those units at any time. But only one combat 
patch can be worn at time.

What is it?
The combat patch is officially known as the shoul-
der sleeve insignia for former wartime service 
patch. This embroidered patch is used by major 
units of the United States Army. And each unit 
has their own unique patch that is symbolic of 
their unit’s history.

Usually, only units commanded by a general 
officer are allowed to have their own division, 
corps or regional command patch or insignia. The 
only exceptions are Ranger Battalions, Special 
Forces, Trial Defense Services units,  Headquar-
ter and Headquarters Company of the U.S. Army 
Headquarters Command, and Department of the 
Army Staff Support.

The combat patch is only worn in full color form 
on the Class A uniform when the Soldier is not in 
combat. Instead, for tactical and combat situa-
tions, a “subdued” or grayscaled version is worn. 
“Subdued” colors include olive, dark brown, gray, 
and black.

Who can wear it?
Soldiers who are combat veterans are authorized 
permanent wear of the combat patch of the unit 
they served with for more than 30 days by Army 
Regulation 670-1. It is worn on the right sleeve, 
or right sleeve pocket in “subdued” color for the 
field or combat uniforms.

The combat patch is mandatory on the Class A 
uniform but is optional on ACUs.

WORLD WAR II
A Currahee from the 506th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division 
has his gear checked a final time before 
loading into an airplane at Exeter Airfield, 
England June 5, 1944.

WORLD WAR II
A Currahee, wearing a white spade on his 
helmet, takes a short break between fire-
fights in Eindhoven, Holland during Opera-
tion Market Garden Sept. 17-25, 1944.

OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM
A Currahee scans the area around his truck 
during a mounted patrol in Paktika prov-
ince, Afganistan in the summer of 2008.

VIETNAM
A Currahee on the flight pad relays infor-
mation from a helicopter pilot as they refit 
and gear up for the next mission in 1970.

The 101st Airborne Patch from World War II to Today



Paktika Province:
Getting to Know the 
Area and the People

Paktika is one of 34 provinces in the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan. 
It is bordered by the provinces of Paktiya to the 
north, Khowst to the northeast, Zabul to the 
southwest, Ghazni to the west and the country 
of Pakistan to the east.

Ghazni Province

Khowst Province

Paktiya Province

Pakistan

Zabul Province

Capital- Sharana
Area- 9,225 sq kms
Population- Estimated at 377,100
Ethnic Groups- 99% Pashtun
96% Speak Pashtu
51% Males
49% Female

The province has been heavily 
deforested over the past few 
decades. The flat lands have 
recurrent and often devastat-
ing seasonal flooding.

99% of the population lives in rural 
districts and 1% live in urban ar-
eas.

The Kuchi nomads frequently travel 
around and through the province dur-
ing the different seasons.

The western uplands are watered 
by the Gowmal Rowd and Tochi 
Rivers.
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Most men, such as the ones pictured 
here, wear traditional head scarves 
called “patkay.”

These traditionally built houses and 
family compounds are called qalats, 
and are passed down through family.

A Currahee medic instructs several Af-
ghan National Army Soldiers on Basic 
First Aid during a class at FOB Munoz.



U.S. Army Soldiers from B Company, 1st Battalion of the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, Task Force Currahee, receive a hands-on class on a mock IED training lane from 
Sgt. First Class Ernesto J. Velez, from Task Force Paladin, NATO, during a brigade mandatory 
Counter IED class held at Forward Operating Base Sharana, Paktika province on Aug. 25, 2010. 

CURRAHEES RECEIVE INITIAL 
COUNTER IED TRAINING

Instructors from Task Force Paladin, NATO, hold 
mandatory Counter IED classes for all incoming 
4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, Task Force Currahee, Combined Joint Task 
Force 101 Soldiers at Forward Operating Base 
Sharana, Paktika province.

The classes, which are held twice a day, can 
have as many as 120 Soldiers per class. 

Our goal is to save lives and limbs, said Sgt. First 
Class Ernesto J. Velez, a Counter IED instructor 
with TF Paladin. It is mandatory that every time 
a unit comes into theater, that they receive this 
training before going outside the wire.

The Soldiers receive briefings on Counter IED 
procedures, IED location indicators, and are 
given the latest information on how anti-Coalition 
forces use IEDs and how they are commonly 
made in the area.

“We do sector based training,” said Velez, a 
Killeen, Texas native. “When we get on the 
ground, we talk to [the Explosive Ordinance 
Disposal] units and route clearance teams, so 
that we can give the most current IED information 

IED Statistics in Afghanistan and Paktika Province:
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Story and Photos by U.S. Army Spc. Christina Sinders and U.S. Army Spc. Luther L. Boothe Jr.

on what is going in the province and throughout 
Afghanistan.”

The fundamental goal of the class is to teach the 
Soldiers to recognize and identify IED indicators. 
They are shown examples of the different types 
of IEDs and how they work. 

The instructors incorporate a hands-on approach 
into the training. The class is broken up into 
teams and walks through an example IED lane 
with several different types of mock IEDs planted 
throughout it. The Soldiers then practice looking 
for indicators and identifying the different types of 
IEDs.

“It’s important to pay close attention to detail,” 
said Pfc. Dustin Gosser, an infantryman from B 
Company, 1st Battalion of the 506th Infantry Reg-
iment who attended the class shortly after arriving 
in country. “You have to watch your surroundings 
and be very situationally aware.”

“If we had known what we know now about IEDs 
we could have saved many more lives,” said 
Velez. “But now everyone is working together to 
save lives- it’s one team, one fight.”

Year: U.S. KIA 
by IED

Total 
U.S. KIA

Percent 
Killed by IED

2001 0 4 0.00 %
2002 4 25 16.00 %
2003 3 26 11.54 %
2004 12 27 44.44 %
2005 20 73 27.40 %
2006 41 130 31.54 %
2007 78 184 42.39 %
2008 152 263 57.79 %
2009 275 451 60.98 %
2010 306 506 60.47 %
TOTAL 895 2584 65.36%

65.36% of U.S. 
Fatalities were 
caused by IEDs

34.63% of U.S. 
Fatalities listed 
as other.

Total Percent of U.S. Fatalities 
Due to IEDs

Since the past ten years, 80 U.S. Military Forces have been killed by IEDs in Paktika province, 
causing it to be the highest leading threat to the safety of U.S. Forces, ANSF and the Afghan people.

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Christina Sinders

Open Source Information . Numbers Accurate as of Oct. 31, 2010
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Soldiers from Task Force Currahee, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division use divi-
sion assets to decrease the combat logistic pa-
trols and deliver supplies to far reaching outposts 
quickly and more efficiently.

“Here in Afghanistan there are a lot of things that 
happen out on the road, you get a lot of [impro-
vised explosive devices] out there and a lot of 
ambushes,” said Sgt. 1st Class Anthony Booker, 
the noncommissioned officer in charge of the 
helicopter landing zone of 2nd Battalion, 506th In-
fantry Regiment, 4BCT, 101st ABN DIV. “By sling 
loading [supplies] you can bypass all of that and 
get them out there a lot quicker.”

The 101st Airborne Division is the U.S. Army’s 
only air assault division and sling-load operations 
or transporting cargo by helicopter is an important 
element of the air assault training and has made 
a significant impact in Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

According to FM 4-20.197, the helicopter sling 
load method of carrying cargo and equipment 
overcomes many of the obstacles that hinder 
other modes of movement.

Out of the many obstacles that the Soldiers as-
signed to move supplies face throughout Afghani-
stan, perhaps the largest is the unique terrain.

The terrain of Afghanistan ranges from deep val-
leys to elevations as high as 24,000 feet, accord-
ing to encyclopedia.com.

With the terrain, sling loading supplies is a lot 
faster, said Pvt. Philip C. Brosch, a motor trans-
port operator and HLZ operations specialist with 
2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4BCT, 

101st ABN DIV. In some instances, we need to 
get supplies out quickly and it may only take a 
15-minute flight, but the same trip can take some 
patrols up to 22 hours.

Moving supplies in true Air Assault fashion is just 
faster, said Booker. We can get cargo out, includ-
ing emergency supplies, to various locations with-
in hours instead of a convoy that may take days.

The Currahees pride themselves on helping their 
comrades avoid the dangers of delivering sup-
plies on combat logistic patrols.

“[Sling loading] is the safest way to get supplies 
out to the Soldiers out in the [combat outposts] 
and the other different [forward operating bases],” 
said Brosch. 

“When they are going out there on CLPs they 
have to worry about IEDs and indirect fire and if 
we can get these (supplies) out there on helicop-
ters we can potentially save lives,” said Brosch.

Members of the sling load team are proud that 
they can move practically any cargo throughout 
Afghanistan with ease.

Just about anything can be moved by a sling 
load. We have moved ammo, water, food, stor-
age containers, generators and even have plans 
to move a John Deer utility vehicle, said Sgt. 
Chris W. Park of Company A., 801st brigade Sup-
port Battalion, 4BCT, 101st ABN DIV., a sling-load 
operations rigger/inspector.

We make a difference on the battlefield by provid-
ing the smaller combat outposts a fast resupply of 
ammo, fuel and water, said Booker. We can build 
that resupply in a matter of minutes.

CURRAHEES SLING LOAD 
ACROSS PAKTIKA PROVINCE
Story by U.S. Army Spc. Luther L. Boothe Jr.

U.S. Army Pvt. Philip C. Brosch, a motor-trans-
port operator and helicopter landing zone spe-
cialist from Company S, 2nd Battalion, 506th 
Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division, braces himself as he 
prepares to hook up a supply container to a 
CH-47 Chinook at Forward Operating Base 
Orgun-E, Paktika province Sept. 10, 2010.

“Sling load operations is a major part of the 
battle, it is a matter of life and death, said Park. 
“If you have a platoon size element out there 
that is getting attacked and they need ammo 
within an hour, it is very crucial.”

The Soldiers have a battle rhythm down, and 
are capable of receiving a mission and getting 
cargo in the air headed towards the various 
combat outposts throughout their area of op-
erations within 30 minutes, said Booker.

Their job comes with some degree of difficulty 
and there are many obstacles that can get in 
the way.

Weather is often a huge challenge, said 
Booker. Sometimes a little mist of rain or dust 
storms can cause the helicopters to be ground-
ed and slow down our ability to get supplies 
out.

Running sling load operations for even one 
HLZ can be a huge responsibility for the per-
sonnel and requires attention to detail in order 
to prevent unnecessary hazards.

“When I get my rigging done, I have to go 
through and do my own inspection before my 
work gets inspected, said Brosch. “If one of 
these [supply containers] were to fall [Soldiers] 
would have to go out there and pull security 
and that is just putting guys in harm’s way 
when I could have just taken the extra five or 
ten minutes, slowed down and made sure ev-
erything is 100 percent the way it needs to be.”

At the end of the day, a job well done leaves 
the Soldiers knowing they are making a differ-
ence on the battlefield.

Doing this job gives me a real sense of accom-
plishment and a sense of worth, said Brosch. 
I know everybody has their own job to do, but 
getting these supplies out to those who need 
them really makes me feel like I am contribut-
ing to the battle.

The Soldiers realize time plays an important role 
in what they do and they are prepared to meet the 
challenges that lie ahead.

Time is critical in what we do, sometimes we will 
have less than a half an hour to get cargo prepared 
and ready to move, said Brosch. It is crucial that 
we get the equipment ready and properly inspected 
and ensure that there are no deficiencies because 
we don’t want the aircraft to crash or the cargo to 
fall from the sky.

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Luther L. Boothe, Jr.
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Soldiers from Company B, 4th Brigade Spe-
cial Troops Battalion, 101st Airborne Division, 
launched the experimental unmanned aerial 
vehicle, Shadow 200 Increased Endurance for its 
first official Task Force Currahee mission Sept. 8.

“We are very impressed with the aircraft,” said 
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Travis Baxter, the Shad-
ow platoon leader. “So far we are the first in the 
U.S. Army to fly this aircraft in combat in Afghani-
stan.”

The Shadow 200 I.E. has sustained several rede-
signed features enabling it to increase endurance 
during flights.

The updated Shadow now uses an electronic 
fuel injection engine and fuel system instead of a 
carburetor engine, said Baxter. Using the fuel in-
jection system allows us to fly the Shadow during 
the winter months, which had been an issue with 
the previous style of engine.

Other changes made to the aircraft include add-
ing a laser designator and updating the payload 
(software and equipment used to broadcast live 
video feed). 

The UAV also now has a wider wingspan that 
increases the amount of fuel the UAV can carry 
allowing for a flight length up to nine hours and a 
radio system that can be used as a communica-
tion relay. 

“In this terrain sometimes Soldiers may not be 
able to get a clear commo signal,” said Sgt. Rob-
ert Pardo, a Company B UAV maintainer and a 
Kingsville, Texas native. “Now they can use the 

Specialist Edwin Ortiz and Pfc. Kevin Batchelor, 
Shadow Unmanned Aerial Vehicle operators from 
Company B, 4th Brigade Special Troops Battal-
ion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division, manuever the aircraft and control it’s 
payload during the Shadow’s first Task Force 
Currahee combat mission in Paktika province, 
Afghanistan Sept. 8, 2010. 

CURRAHEE SHADOW TAKES 
FIRST COMBAT FLIGHT

radio in the Shadow as a relay to get their signal 
over a mountain so they can get the information 
they need and continue more safely on their mis-
sion.” 

All these updates to the Shadow system are new 
essential assets to help get Soldiers home safely.

Increasing the time the Shadow can fly to nine 
hours means that we are able to have the aircraft 
up scanning an area longer, said Pardo.

The near real-time video feed can provide fast, 
informative assets for leaders.

“The Shadow provides a real-time birdseye view 
of what is happening on ground,” said Spc. Nas-
seem Isho, a native of Detroit and a company B 
UAV operator. “Whether we see someone plant-
ing an [improvised explosive device] or we scan 
dangerous areas, the information we provide 
commanders can help increase the chances of 
safety for Soldiers.”

Story and Photos by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies

The Shadow Unmanned Aerial Vehicle main-
tenance team, from Company B, 4th Brigade 
Special Troops Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 101st Airborne Division, performs their 
final checks before the Shadow’s first Task Force 
combat mission in Paktika province, Afghaistan 
Sept. 8, 2010. 
 

The Shadow Unmanned Aerial Vehicle takes off 
from Forward Operating Base Sharana, Afghani-
stan for it’s first Task Force Currahee combat 
support mission Sept. 8, 2010. 

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies
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Food service specialists from Task Force Curra-
hee, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division 
provide hot Army chow to Soldiers serving at For-
ward Operating Base Tillman and have proved 
that nothing will deny their passion for providing 
their fellow Currahees with the satisfaction of 
three hot meals a day.

The food service specialists start their day well 
before sunrise and end the day long after sun-
down, yet they find no room for complaints or 
time to be tired.

“Our mission is to make sure 
that everybody on the FOB is 
fed well and to do our best to 
get the Soldiers three hot meals 
a day,” said Sgt. Tim Hunnicutt, 
the noncommissioned officer in 
charge of the dining facility op-
erations. “In order to accomplish 
our mission we typically work 
from 5:45 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.”

The Soldiers are not constrained by the typical 
hours of the workday and have showed a willing-
ness to stay as late as needed to ensure that 
everyone gets the opportunity to eat.

It is not about working certain hours or shifts for 
us, we are committed to making sure our mission 
is complete even if that means a late night for us, 
said Hunnicutt. 

There has been plenty of occasions where an 
infantry patrol has been out past normal chow 
hours and we will stay late to make sure every-
body is fed, said Hunicutt.

“It is a real team effort in that regard,” said Hun-

COOKS PREP THREE HOT 
MEALS FOR FOB TILLMAN
Story by U.S. Army Spc. Luther L. Boothe Jr.

of personnel is one of the hardest parts of the job, 
we are constantly multi-tasking to make sure that 
everything gets done.”

“The key is prior planning,” said Hunnicutt. “We 
have to plan ahead and develop menus so we 
can prepare to serve the meal the following day.”

We have limited supplies and that can make 
things difficult from time to time, but it also allows 
us to get creative and that can be one of the most 
enjoyable parts of the job, said Hunnicutt.

Private Clayton C. Hilderbrand, a Ceres, 
Va., native and a food service specialist from 
2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, stirs noodles while preparing dinner for 
Soldiers stationed at Forward Operating Base 
Tillman, Paktika province Sept. 10, 2010. 

Despite the dining facility specific challenges the 
cooks face, they must still overcome the chal-
lenges posed by enemy attack.

Even though the enemy may attack or rocket the 
FOB, the Soldiers still have to eat and we have 
an obligation to come in and get the meal out on 
time, said Hunnicutt.  

Being deployed has provided the Soldiers with a 
new appreciation for the satisfaction of a job well 
done.

“I get the most satisfaction out of hearing the 
compliments of all the Soldiers that come in here 
to eat,” said Pfc. Ashley N. Crim, a food service 
specialist with 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regi-
ment, 4BCT, 101st ABN DIV. “I like knowing that 
people come in and get a hot meal and they are 
happy because of what we do.”

“I get a lot of happiness out of guys coming in 
and being happy about the meals,” said Hilder-
brand. “It is like wow, that Soldier really appreciat-
ed that meal. That is the type of thing that keeps 
me going.”

Providing the Soldiers of FOB Tillman with just 
a hot meal is not enough for these food service 
specialists, they are continuously looking for new 
ways to satisfy.

 We don’t just stick to the basic stuff we try to 
change it up so that everybody gets something 
different, said Hunnicut. We even planned a soul 
food night with fried chicken, collard greens and 
all the good stuff. We just cook what we feel.

 “I enjoy putting my own personal touch on the 
meals,” said Crim. “I want to bring my own reci-
pes in, one day I would like to do Shrimp Alfredo 
with Bacon.”

The Currahee food service specialists have al-
ready learned the importance of supporting those 
on the front line with quality meals to keep them 
going, but they have gained an even greater ap-
preciation for their battle buddies.

nicutt. “Even though I tell my Soldiers they can go 
home and I will take care of it, they stay late with 
me to make sure we accomplish the mission.”

The efforts of the dining facility crew do not go 
unnoticed by those on the FOB they support.

“It means a lot to us to have them here putting in 
the effort that they do,” said Staff Sgt. Henry J. 
Jourden, a weapons squad leader with Company 
D, 2nd Battalion, 506th, 4BCT, 101st ABN DIV. “It 
gives us something to look forward to when we 
are out there walking the mountain ranges, a little 

hot chow goes a long way.”

“Their work makes our job a lot 
easier,” said Private 1st Class Earl 
J. Parker, a weapons squad in-
fantryman with Company D. “Just 
knowing they are there and they 
have good food ready really helps 
with morale.”

We appreciate them much more 
here than when in garrison, said 

Parker. We know here that there is only three of 
them working all day long to provide us with chow 
and it helps to know that they will work later to 
make sure that when we get back we have food 
ready to eat.

Deployments can be a change of pace for every-
one, but the Soldiers working in the Nixon dining 
facility have found simple ways of overcoming the 
challenges of providing meals on a small FOB in 
Afghanistan.

“We only have three of us feeding between 120-
140 people,” said Pvt. Clayton C. Hilderbrand, a 
food service specialist with 2nd Battalion, 506th 
Infantry Regiment, 4BCT, 101st ABN DIV. “Lack 
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“The 60mm mortar is the single-most responsive 
indirect fire asset that a commander like myself 
has on the battlefield,” said Capt. Ed A. Churchill, 
commander of Company D, 2nd Battalion, 506th 
Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division, and native of Augusta, 
Maine. 

The indirect fire infantrymen or mor-
tarmen from Company D, 2-506th, 
101st ABN DIV, work around the 
clock and provide an  invaluable as-
set to the command. 

“Our job as mortarmen is to provide 
timely and accurate indirect fire for 
the company in our area of opera-
tions,” said Spc. Michael W. Dough, 
a mortarman with Company D., 2nd 
Batt., 506th Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 101st 
ABN DIV, and native of Manteo, NC. 

“We do two different things,” said 
Dough. “We pretty much provide fire 
support on the actual combat out-
post, and we go out on missions and 
provide indirect fire on patrols.”

The steep mountains of Afghanistan 
and the tendencies of the enemy 
increase the value of the mortarman 
to an infantry company.

“One of the major benefits of mortars 
in Afghanistan is that we can fire on 
the backside of these mountains,” 
said Dough. “Our rounds are capable 
of going up and over the mountains.”

“The enemy has been engaging from 
mountain tops 1,100 meters or so 
away,” said Pfc. Armando J. Ramos, 
a mortarman with Company D., 2nd 
Batt., 506th Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 101st 
ABN DIV and native of Victorville, Ca-
lif. “That makes us a valuable asset 
to the line companies and we are the 
most casualty-producing weapon in 
the company.”

Our primary mission is to reach and 
take out targets that are out of the 
range of our riflemen, said Ramos. 
When our rifles become incapable to 
accurately hit the target because of 

“I can instantly fire a mortar to suppress an en-
emy, close off access to [entrance] routes as well 
as [exit] routes and then work that round to be 
suppressive fire while our infantry guys get them-
selves in a position where they can fix, fight and 
destroy the enemy,” said Churchill.

Sergeant David A. Ramirez, the noncommissioned officer in charge of mortar operations from 
Company D, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division, and native of San Antonio, Texas, and Pfc. Armando J. Ramos, a mortarman with D Co., 
2-506th Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 101st ABN DIV., and native of Victorville, Calif. reinforce a mortar-fight-
ing position Sept. 27, 2010 at Combat Outpost Munoz, Afghanistan. 

Private First Class Armando J. Ramos, a mortarman with 
Company D, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division and native 
of Victorville, Calif., and Spc. Michael W. Dough, a mor-
tarman with D Co., 2-506th Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 101st ABN 
DIV and native of Manteo, N.C., prepare to run a crew 
drill Sept. 27, 2010 at Combat Outpost Munoz, Afghani-
stan. The mortarmen rehearse daily to improve speed, 
and maintain their accuracy and focus. 

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Luther L. Boothe, Jr.
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CURRAHEE MORTARMEN 
GET THE JOB DONE (CONT.)
the distance that is when it is easier for us be-
cause our weapons are bigger and they cover 
more ground with each round.

With that kind of firepower, the three mortarmen 
for the company understand the importance of 
preparation and attention to detail.

“One mistake on the mortar and you can hurt our 
own guys or civilians,” said Sgt. David A. Ramirez 
the noncommissioned officer in charge of the 
Company D mortar opera-
tions and native of San An-
tonio. “It is pretty important 
for our guys to be on point, 
ready to go and execute the 
mission flawlessly.”

To avoid errors and ensure 
they are prepared, the Cur-
rahees use their spare time 
to train and rehearse.

We voluntarily go through 
crew drills everyday, said 
Dough. We know that when 
our job is needed, time is 
critical and the more we re-
hearse the faster we will be 
when called upon.

With a limited number of mortar personnel, the 
Soldiers have taken the time to teach their fellow 
Soldiers how to operate their weapon systems.

We combat our manpower issue by cross-training 
the infantrymen, said Ramirez.

It is important for us to cross-train the infantry 
guys so that if something happens to one of us 

while out on mission the guys will be able to pick 
up our weapons and continue the mission, said 
Ramos.  It comes down to the fact that we will not 
let the mission fail because of one guy.

The mortarmen have done an excellent job train-
ing the infantrymen on their combat outpost.

“They have taken all of our [infantrymen] in,” said 
Churchill. “Every [infantryman] out here is quali-
fied to use the [hand held mortar system] so we 
have the ability in a fight for the dismounted guys 

to effectively fire the 
mortars on the enemy.”

They have even begun 
to get some of the Sol-
diers qualified to set up 
the base defense mor-
tar systems, he said.

Though they have 
only been operational 
for a little more than a 
month, the mortarmen 
have improved their 
company’s COP de-
fense positions using 
primitive methods to 
move the dirt needed 

and to better build there positions.

The mortarman, with the help of the company, 
had to build an entire mortar pit by hand, said 
Churchill. The worked around the clock for five 
days straight to improve the company’s mortar 
defenses.

They used old mortar ammo cans and a shovel to 
fill HESCO barriers, he said.

The hard work the Soldiers put 
into the mortar position pro-
vided an invaluable asset to 
Company D.

Having alternate mortar fight-
ing positions is a huge asset 
to this COP, said Churchill. 
When the enemy attack a 
smaller COP they try to sup-
press our indirect fire assets 
and our mortarmen have 
made it so that is not physi-
cally possible.

They work guard shifts, go on 
patrols, cross-train their team-
mates, work hard to increase 
COP defense and cover he-
licopter landing zone details, 
but they get the most satis-
faction out of being available 
when their called upon.

“We are on call 24 hours a day 
and ready to respond to the 
companies call any time they 
need us,” said Ramirez.

We are an available resource 
to the command at a moments 
notice, said Dough. We have 
fired rounds at every single 
hour of the day.

We will provide illumination 
rounds during the night and 
fire suppression missions dur-
ing the day, he said.

The command is proud to 
have the section as a part of 
their operations because they 
are willing to work as hard as it 
takes to get the job done, said 
Churchill.

“Our job as mortarmen is to pro-
vide timely and accurate indirect 
fire for the company in our area 
of operations. One of the major 
benefits of mortars in Afghanistan 
is that we can fire on the backside 
of these mountains. Our rounds 
are capable of going up and over 
the mountains.”

Said U.S. Army Spc. Michael W. Dough

Private First Class Armando J. Ramos, a mortarman with Com-
pany D, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Com-
bat Team, 101st Airborne Division and native of Victorville, Calif., 
and Spc. Michael W. Dough, a mortarman with D Co., 2-506th Inf. 
Reg., 4th BCT, 101st ABN DIV and native of Manteo, N.C., are in-
spected by Sgt. David A. Ramirez, the noncommissioned officer in 
charge of the D Co. mortar operations, 2-506th Inf. Reg., 4th BCT, 
101st ABN DIV and native of San Antonio, Texas  Sept. 27, 2010 
at Combat Outpost Munoz, Afghanistan. The mortarmen rehearse 
daily to improve speed and maintain their accuracy and focus. 

Photo by U.S. Army Spc. Luther L. Boothe, Jr.



ENGLISH TO PASHTU:
NEED TO KNOW PHRASES

WORDS & COMMANDS:

STOP
    OODA RAYGA

HANDS UP
    LASOONA PORTIKA

SLOW DOWN
    ROH SHA

SIT DOWN
    KEY NA

GET DOWN (ON THE GROUND)
    SAMLA PA ZAMAKEE

DANGER
    KHATHARA

LOOK
    OOGOORA

LISTEN
    WAW RAH

SPEAK
    OOWA

FRIEND
    DOHST

WATER
    OOBA

PEACE
    AMAN

CONVERSTATIONAL PHRASES

HELLO.     
    ASALAM-U-ALAYKOOM

WHERE IS...   
    CHARTHA DAY

WHERE ARE YOU GOING?
    CHARTHA ZEE

PLEASE.
    MEHRA BANEE UKAREE

THANK YOU.
    MANANA

HOW ARE YOU?
    THASOO SANGA YAY

I AM FINE.
    ZA KHA YAM

LET’S GO.
    ZA CHEE ZOO

GOOD BYE.
    ALLA PA AM AN

MEN, MAN
    (Plural) SAREE, (Sing.) SARAY

WOMEN, WOMAN
    (Plural) KHAZEE, (Sing.) KHAZA

CHILDREN, CHILD
    (Pl.) MASHOHM, (Sing.) MASHOHMAN
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ASALAM-U-LAYKOOM.
( HELLO )

WAH-LAYKOOM- ASALAM.
( HELLO )

THASOO SAN-GAH-YAY?
( HOW ARE YOU? )

KHI EM.
( Male: I AM FINE. )

KHI EMAH.
( Female: I AM FINE. )

KHAREZ DELAGURAUM.
( HAVE A GOOD DAY. )

ALLAH PA AM AN.
( MAY GOD PROTECT YOU. )

KHAREZ DELAGURAM.
( HAVE A GOOD DAY.  )

ALLAH PA AM AN.
( MAY GOD PROTECT YOU. )

(Background photo by U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Todd Christopherson, 
Task Force Currahee Public Affairs. Soldiers from Task Force 
Currahee, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, and 
USAID workers talk with local Afghans in the city of Sharana, 
Paktika Province, Afghanistan )



Remembering Our Fallen...

Capt. Ellery R. Wallace, Nangarhar Province   August 28th, 2010
    B Trp, 1st Sqdn, 61st Cav Reg, 4th BCT 

Chaplain’s Corner Letter
Hello from Forward Operating Base Sharana!
   We all hope this newsletter finds our Currahee 
Families and loved ones well. Task Force Currahee is 
now well into the second month of our deployment. 
Daily routines are being established that will carry 
us through the remainder of our deployment with the 
purpose of accomplishing our missions. This being 
our first report back, it has great significance. It is our 
desire to stay in contact with those we love and let 
each of you know what is going on while we are away. 
Please keep your letters and care packages coming. 
You cannot know how much they mean to us. A per-
sonal touch from home carries us through each day. 
We will also make efforts to send letters home and 
also send updates to keep you informed as well. Our 
family connections are central in all we do.
   Resiliency is a big part of our daily and weekly 
routines here in Sharana as well. Toccoa Tough is in 
full swing to help all of our TF Currahee Soldiers with 
life issues encountered during this deployment. We are 
making efforts to continue the same resiliency themes 
that our Toccoa Tough events are establishing in the 
Brigade’s Rear Detachment. Our Chaplains and Assis-
tances are on the move to our different FOBs ensuring 
Religious Support Teams (RSTs) are making a differ-
ence in the lives of our Soldiers. It is our goal that all 
our TF Currahee Soldiers, as well as our Families back 
home, be spiritually, mentally, morally and physically 
fit during this deployment as well as when we get 
home.
   Please know that we are praying for all our Cur-
rahees and their Families. We speak frequently of our 
loved ones back home and share with each other the 
activities you are involved in. We are grateful for your 
prayers.

   God bless you all,

UNIT CHAPLAINS:
4th BCT                   MAJ Randy Robison

 randal.robison@afghan.swa.army.mil

1-506th  INF REG   CPT Michael Johnson

michael.johnson@afghan.swa.army.mil

2-506th INF REG    CPT Jared Vineyard

jared.vinyard@afghan.swa.army.mil

4-320th FA REG      CPT James Miller

james.miller@afghan.swa.army.mil

4th BSTB                 CPT Josh Chittim

josh.chittim@afghan.swa.army.mil

801st BSB               CPT Christian Groenendal

christian.groenendal@afghan.swa.army.milChaplain (Maj.) Randy Robison
Randy Robison

Chaplain (Maj.) Randy Robison
Task Force Currahee

506th Infantry Regiment
4th Brigade Combat Team

101st Airborne Division
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Pfc. Jordan M. Byrd, Paktika Province    October 13th, 2010
    A Co, 1st Bn, 506th Inf Reg, 4th BCT

Spc. Thomas A. Moffitt, Paktika Province   October 24th, 2010
     W Co, 2nd Bn, 506th Inf Reg, 4th BCT

Staff Sgt. Kenneth K. McAninch, Paktika Province  October 21st, 2010
     A Co, 1st Bn, 506th Inf Reg, 4th BCT

Sgt. Deigo A. Solorzano-Valdovinos, Paktika Province October 30th, 2010
    A Co, 1st Bn, 506th Inf Reg, 4th BCT

A Soldier gives up their freedom for their country, 
and  a hero gives up his life for their brothers.




