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To the Families and Supporters of the Gunfighters:  I have always 

known that it was coming, but my time as Company Commander for this 

organization is now ending. As you read this last newsletter from me I am 

handing the guidon over in my change of command ceremony, relinquishing 

authority and moving on to my next assignment. After twenty successful 

months of leading these men, I must finally step aside and watch them move 

on to the next mission without my leadership, providing purpose, motivation 

and direction. I have always believed that the true mark of a successful 

organization is whether or not they can continue to do great things in the 

absence of their leader; I am absolutely positive that no matter what, this 

unit will endure any hardship and accept any task 

to complete the mission. So, in honor of the men 

that I have served next to, I am dedicating this 

last newsletter to the Soldiers of C Company and 

everything they have accomplished. I hope you 

enjoy the pictures that will take you from our 

inception at Fort Campbell all the way to our 

present assignment at Camp Corregidor in the Al 

Anbar Province, Ar Ramadi, Iraq. 

1SG Edwards and CPT Claburn  
(The founding of the Gunfighter‟s)  
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 I am overwhelmingly proud to have been selected to lead this 

company from the very beginning of its existence in the Army. When I took 

command, there were a handful of soldiers, a 

rack full of weapons and that was about it. We 

had no unit designation and of course, we 

didn‟t even have a name. We were missing 

essential equipment needed to properly train 

and I have to tell you, it called for some very 

ingenious and innovative ways to get out to the 

field and prepare ourselves for combat. From 

taking turns riding in a white 15 passenger van 

to road marching miles and miles to ranges and training areas we got it all 

done. The end result is what you see today and these Soldiers accomplished 

what I asked of them in my Company Vision twenty months ago.  

 I had three standing orders to the men in this company: Loyalty, 

Honesty, and Become an expert on your weapon system. I think that our 

reputation in this Battalion and within the Brigade is that if you get a 

Gunfighter, you get a professional warrior. Of course, I couldn‟t have done it 

without the senior NCOs and the officers that helped me out along the way, 

keeping me out of trouble and answering the call for tough and realistic 

training that would inevitably keep soldiers alive in combat. When I think of 

the professionalism of the NCO‟s in this 

company, I can‟t help but think of what the 

Bible says, “As iron sharpens iron, so one man 

sharpens another.” From the most important job 

in the Army as an Infantry Team Leader to the 

Squad Leaders who led them, from the Platoon 

Sergeant‟s and all of their grumpiness to the 

Lieutenant‟s who seek guidance and continue 

to surprise me with their ingenuity; the success 

of this company has come purely from the 

dedication to duty of its internal leadership.  

VISION: Charlie Company 

“Gunfighters” are a cohesive band 

of warriors who are professional, 

dedicated, mentally tough, and 

motivated. We are experts on our 

weapon systems and possess the 

skill, will, and teamwork required 

to destroy any enemy. 

I would like to personally thank the 

following for their commitment to 

excellence: SFC Swalgren, SFC 

DeNormandie, SFC Stults, SFC 

Davis, SFC Copeland, SFC Lewis, 

SFC Ruble and 1SG‟s Edwards and 

Klutts. Thanks to Lieutenants: 

Lansang, Owens, Helms, Cernoch, 

Eisenhart, Adler, Waggoner, Jordan, 

Blackburn, Goshen, and Jones. I 

certainly could not have done it 

without you. 

1
st
 Platoon at the  

Battalion Ball „05 
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I would also like to thank the “Lady Gunfighters” back home who 

have supported the married and the single soldiers in 

this company. Many of them have sacrificed their time 

for each other and donated their efforts and resources to 

send care packages. I can‟t come close to thanking each 

one personally for all that they have done in every 

aspect that the FRG has performed. They even put up 

with my crazy ideas and strange “single guy” behavior 

at all of the meetings we had before our deployment and 

furthermore trusted me with leading their husbands. 

Ultimately, they have become my own family and I will 

miss them all with their funny stories and getting to 

know so many of their children. From Kim 

Swalgren who helped me get the FRG off 

the ground to Lori 

Johnson who 

helped me keep it 

all in order, as well 

as every one of the 

points of contacts 

and the platoon 

leaders, I thank 

you. I couldn‟t 

have done it without your support and I hope to serve with any of you just as 

much as I would serve with your husbands in the future. 

Even though the deployment to Iraq only accounted for eight months 

of my twenty months in command, I can‟t help but thank all of the 

supporters of the Gunfighters while we have been over here. Despite not 

having a big PX or living on a nice, luxurious camp like so many others 

around Iraq, you continue to support 

us with your words of encouragement, 

your letters, your notes and of course, 

your care packages. I cannot fully 

communicate through words in a 

newsletter just how much these care 

packages have helped so much in 

providing much needed items to these 

men and boosting morale 

significantly. Because of you, every 

soldier in this company has a pillow 

to sleep on, a set of sheets on their bed, personal hygiene items to (or attempt 

to) keep clean (despite the shower trailer being hit with a mortar round), and 

lets not forget the tons and tons of snacks, drink mixes, books, DVD‟s, 

magazines, puzzles, games, and yes, even stuffed animals. 

Freezing 

cold but 

still 

training 

(Jan 05) 

EIB Dinner @ CPT Claburn‟s 

house 

THE NEW EIB RECIPIENTS 

1
st
 PLT, JRTC, Fort Polk, LA (APR 05)   

‟05 
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The city of Ramadi, Iraq has been forced to change since our arrival in 

December „05 and this Company‟s area of responsibility is one of the most 

populated, as well as one of the most dangerous, in the Battalion‟s sector. 

Over a seven month period, we have fought insurgents from street to street 

utilizing every available asset available to the Red Currahee Battalion. This 

includes, but is not limited to, tanks, Bradleys, 

fighter jets, bombers, engineers, military 

working dogs, Tactical HUMINT Teams, 

Psychological Operations Teams, Explosive 

Ordnance Teams, Special Forces Teams, Iraqi 

Army, Iraqi Special Police, US Air Force, 

Navy, Marines, and even the National Guard. 

These missions have ranged from civil affairs 

missions to rebuild the city to pure combat 

against Al Qaeda and other insurgent groups in order to restore a safe and 

secure environment for the people of Ramadi.  

But I‟m not done yet and I want to brag 

on the men for just a little bit longer. The 

Gunfighters have conducted over 125 separate 

missions at platoon, company, and battalion 

level; they have raided over 400 houses, 

captured over 75 insurgents, seized multiple 

weapons and IED caches, and pulled over 5,100 

hours of security on both the base security and 

the now infamous OP HOTEL. We have logged 

miles and miles in up-armored humvees and yes, even the M113‟s which 

All the Gunfighters at Cassidy MOUT Site, Fort 

Campbell just before our deployment to Iraq 

SPC Joye smoking after a 

firefight in 

Ramadi 

The NOT so 

pleasant OP 

HOTEL  
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most of us have never seen in the 101
st
 Airborne Division. We have been 

engaged on an almost daily basis with either mortars, small arms fire, rocket 

propelled grenades, rockets, hand grenades, IED‟s, or even the occasional 

suicide vehicle IED. Twenty percent of this company is eligible for the 

Purple Heart, having been wounded in combat, and there have been multiple 

awards for bravery and heroism submitted to recognize these Soldiers‟ 

actions in combat. 

The efforts of the Gunfighters have not come without a price. I am 

honored and proud beyond words of the men that fought beside and for each 

other when all that mattered was duty and service to a fellow soldier above 

one‟s self. Even when the uncertainty of mission success seemed over-

whelming, when violence and danger tightened in around us, every soldier in 

this company came back to this Camp alive and able to fight on another day 

because of the heroic and valorous acts of these men that I have come to call 

brothers. These are stories 

that will for the most part go 

untold. But for those who 

were here, and for those who 

shared in the experience, they 

will forever live with us. 

Unfortunately as I report to 

you that we are 100% on our 

Gunfighters, we have paid a 

very heavy price as a 

Battalion, having six of our 

Kuwait in December 2005; two months before five of them would be 

wounded and several of them being recognized for Valor in Combat 

Memorial Ceremony 

for SGT Dan (D Co) 

and SSG Silva (HHC) 
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fellow infantrymen lay down their life on the alter of freedom. I salute the 

following soldiers who were either killed fighting alongside the men in this 

company or in support of this company in one way or another: SFC Rogers 

and SGT Dan (D Co), SFC Lamberson, SSG Silva, SGT Collins, and SPC 

Teewia (HHC). Gone but NEVER forgotten.  

I have truly enjoyed watching this Company learn and grow as an 

organization. I have shared in the victory of so many great successes and I 

have seen them recover from the lowest of lows. The privates and specialists 

in this unit have grown and have been 

promoted to the next rank. I can remember 

our days being rained on back at Fort 

Campbell during one of our many twelve mile 

road marches; and I can certainly still hear 

them calling cadence on any one of the 

“Crazy Captain Claburn Fun Runs,” as they 

nicknamed 

the 

uncertain 

distance of 

my many 

morning PT 

run routes. I can‟t help but laugh and shake 

my head as I share so many unbelievable 

stories of how these soldiers could get into 

mischief, but I can also be so completely 

amazed at what they can accomplish. 

Soldiers from 2
nd

 PLT 

take a break while 

conducting shoot house 

training in Kuwait  

CPT Claburn 

“Fun Run”  

Ft. Campbell „05 

2
nd

 PLT about to conduct a raid in Ramadi 
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There is 

absolutely no other 

experience that I have 

had in my life quite like 

leading an Infantry 

Rifle Company. It has 

given me even more 

reason to continue to 

serve next to them in 

the Army ranks. I can‟t 

help but be humbled by 

it all as I finally share 

my last words as 

Gunfighter 6. I have 

become a part of this 

huge family and I will 

definitely miss it all as I 

move on to another job 

for my own military career. I look forward to crossing paths with these great 

people again during my future assignments. I can‟t wait to see some of these 

men become senior NCOs and officers in this 

Army and I certainly can‟t wait to join them all 

again no matter where our nation calls.  

 I now change command with Captain 

Nathan Guthrie and I am certain that he will 

continue to lead these men with distinction. I 

thank the Lord for giving me the opportunity to 

lead these men and I will forever continue to 

pray to God that He lead them and protect them 

no matter where their life takes them. I will 

miss you Gunfighters; thank you again for a 

very successful company command and I will 

see you on the next Objective. 

Proudly, 

 Joseph R. Claburn 

            “Gunfighter 6” 

Captain, U.S. Army          

Commanding 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sgt. Klutts arrives to 

 C Company (Jan 06) 
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