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   R E D  C U R R A H E E  6  
L T C  R O N  C L A R K ,  C O M M A N D E R  1 - 5 0 6 T H  I N F A N T R Y  R E G I M E N T  

Dear Family and Friends of Task Force Red Currahee, 
      Welcome to our 8th edition of the RCC!   Task Force 1st Bat-
talion, 506th Infantry Regiment continues its outstanding per-
formance in East Ramadi, Iraq.  We remain committed to our 
mission to help our brothers from the Iraqi Army provide a safe 
and secure environment for the citizens of the Greater Ramadi 
area.  Our efforts here have made a lasting impact  in the secu-
rity and quality of life of the people here.  The citizens respect us 
and our efforts with the Iraqi Security Forces, because we value 
human life, and we respect them and their culture.  TF RC con-
tinues to “Soldier the Right Way” in all we do. 

Your battalion held two company changes of command in July, 
as CPT Nate Johnson assumed command of Echo Company from 
CPT Alex Meeks, and CPT Nate Guthrie assumed responsibility 

as Gunfighter 6 from CPT Joe Claburn.  Our new company commanders have already begun to make their mark in TF Red 
Currahee, as both companies have enjoyed great initial success with their new commanders at the helm.  CPT Meeks had 
to relinquish command earlier than expected due to an unforeseen health issue, but remains an important member of our 
team as we stand together with Alex and his family through his illness.  Get well soon my friend, and may God bless you and 
Team Meeks as you fight through this difficult time.  We are very fortunate that CPT Claburn will also remain with TF Red 
Currahee, bringing his wealth of knowledge and expertise to the S3 shop.   

 Our mission here is well over half way complete, as most of the task force has enjoyed their well earned environ-
mental leave.  I too will enjoy a couple of weeks at home with my family, and promptly return to the battalion as we begin 
the stretch run of our deployment.  We understand our area of operations well and know the capabilities and tendencies of 
our adversaries.  We continue to grow stronger as our enemy weakens under the relentless pressure your Red Currahees 
place on Anti Iraqi Forces each day…we will finish our mission in Ramadi “as strong as the Mountain Currahee!”   

  I would like to express my sincerest thanks to our warriors—your Red Currahees—who are in harms way in the name 
of freedom and in support of a grateful nation both day and night.  I am humbled every day by your selfless service to our 
Army, to our unit, to our mission, and to each other...you are my heroes!      We Stand Alone...Together!    RC6          

R E D  C U R R A H E E  C O U R I E R — V O L U M E  8  
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   R E D  C U R R A H E E  6 9  
C S M  M I C H A E L  C A T T E R T O N ,  C O M M A N D  S E R G E A N T  M A J O R   

1 - 5 0 6 T H  I N F A N T R Y  R E G I M E N T  

FROM THE COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR; 
 
 Dear Family Members, and Friends, 
 

The “Stands Alone’ Battalion continues its missions in Ramadi 
and remains as vigilant and focused as the day we arrived. I know you 
don’t see much about us in the press anymore, but it’s only because the 
reporters have had their fill of the hard life and moved on to better living 
conditions. Since we are the only Battalion from our great Division in 
this area, the Battalion’s motto “Stands Alone” could not be more ap-
propriate. The relentless dedication to duty and courage under fire of our 
Soldiers and leaders is unsurpassed by any unit in the military and no 
words will ever express how honored we are in their presence and how 
proud we are to serve with and for them. 
 
 It was great to get home on leave and see my family and an added bonus to see some of our wounded warriors. 
Thank you all for stopping buy and thank you to my wife Amy for cooking such a great meal. What a priceless memory I 
have of 2 recovering from wounds 1SG’S playing badminton while at the same time yelling at each other and not spilling a 
drop of beer. Please continue to take care of and support each other, and never hesitate to call us if you need help. 
 
In closing, The Battalion lost another great warrior this month from the Outlaws. Although his name will not be published 
until the last edition of the Red Currahee, his deeds and accomplishments will forever be embedded in the swallow tail gui-
don that embellishes the heart and sole of all who have served with Bravo Company. 

 
. Thank you all for your support and sacrifices; God bless you, and the United States of America. 
 

      STANDS ALONE! 
 

      Michael P Catterton 
      CSM,   USA 
      Battalion Command Sergeant Major 



Iran-Iraq War 
 The Iran-Iraq War, also known as the Imposed War in Iran, and Saddam's Qadisiyyah in Iraq, was a war 
between the armed forces of Iraq and Iran lasting from September 1980 to August 1988. It was commonly referred 
to as the (Persian) Gulf War until the Iraq-Kuwait Conflict (1990-1991), which became known as the Second 
(Persian) Gulf War and later simply the (Persian) Gulf War. 
 The war began when Iraq invaded Iran on 22 September, 1980 following a long history of border disputes, 
demands for the overthrow of Saddam Hussein's regime, and secret encouragement by the US administration 
(Jimmy Carter, conveyed through Saudi Arabia) which was embroiled in a dispute with the new regime in Iran. 
The conflict saw early successes by the Iraqis, but before long they were repelled and the conflict stabilized into a 
long war of attrition. The United Nations Security Council called upon both parties to end the conflict on multiple 
occasions, but a ceasefire was not agreed to until 20 August 1988, and the last prisoners of war were not ex-
changed until 2003. The war irrevocably altered politics in the area, playing into wider global politics and leading 
to the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. The war is also noted for extensive use of chemical weapons by Iraqi forces. 

Iran-Iraq War 

  

 

 

Date: 22 September 1980–20 August 1988 

Location: Persian Gulf, Iranian-Iraqi border 

Result: stalemate; United Nations-mandated cease-fire 

Combatants 

Iran Iraq 
Casualties 

Est. 450,000-957,000 Est. 450,000-650,000 

 
Iraqi tanks and Iranian ground forces engaged in 
combat near Iraq/Iran border 

 
Commemorative propaganda stamp issued by Saddam 
depicting the Battle of al-Qādisiyyah and its parallel 
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ABOUT IRAQI CULTURE 

http://www.answers.com/main/Record2?a=NR&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FImage%3AFlag+of+Iran.svg�
http://www.answers.com/topic/iran�
http://www.answers.com/main/Record2?a=NR&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FImage%3AFlag+of+Iraq+%281963-1991%29.svg�
http://www.answers.com/topic/jang-jpg�
http://www.answers.com/topic/iraqi-stamp-jpg�
http://www.answers.com/topic/battle-of-al-q-disiyyah�
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C A M P  L I F E  F O R  1 - 5 0 6 T H  I N FA N T R Y. . .  

 In the sweltering heat of Iraq, there are few tasks that anyone really wants to complete, and the 
guard rotation at OP Hotel is near the bottom of everyone’s list in Able and Gunfighter, which are the 
companies that man the OP.  Sure, there is no air conditioning, the building is pretty much held up by 
sandbags, but the chow is first rate and it gives the Soldiers plenty of time to catch up on their ninja 
skills, when not on guard. 

FOBCON Black takes on a whole new meaning!!!! 



Welcome to the Scout/Sniper Operations Section! 
 

Recon platoon has had a very busy and productive 
8 months.  The platoon has conducted over 160 combat 
missions and our tempo is still high amidst operating in 
the most volatile area in the theater.  Most of our opera-
tions include target interdiction and over watch of 
friendly unit operations. Occasionally we get the always 
exciting and coveted Airmobile/Air assault insertion.  Of 
course the real fun and satisfaction comes from working 
with the other companies in our battalion. The Scouts/
Snipers have also worked closely with Army Special Forces, Army Rangers and Navy Seals 
to achieve a level of combat power and force never-before known to this area. The Scout/
Snipers use the latest equipment and technology to close with the enemy and make our de-

ployment to the most restless spot in Iraq that much more pro-
ductive.  The addition of suppressors and optics to our weapons 
platforms combined with our own aerial surveillance increase 
our overall effect on the mission to gain a positive outcome. 
 
Troop moral is high.  Promotions along with the addition of 
new Soldiers brighten our days.  Recently we received PFC 
Dason, SPC Herbold, SPC Wood, SPC Perkins, SPC Murphy, 

PFC Yeh, 1LT Kandawire and SFC Dyer into Recon Platoon.  SSG Tommarello received a 
new “toy” – a suppressed SR-25 semi-automatic sniper rifle.  It’s his new-found pride and 
joy.  Also, the employment of the L.A.W. brings a sense of nostalgia to the battlefield and 
the use of the compact AT-4, known as the SMAW-D, makes our ground insertions a little 
easier and more maneuverable.  No-one has worked harder and longer than SSG Geise.  He 
has served as a team leader the entire deployment and juggled the responsibilities of Platoon 
Sergeant for almost half of that.  Our Platoon would not be as capable as it is without him. 

 
Recon platoon will continue to bring the fight to the in-
surgency and maintain the level of proficiency it has de-
served to be known for.   
 
God wills it, Air Assault. 
 
SCOUTS OUT! 
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HEADQUARTERS COMPANY “HELLCAT” 



Family and friends, 
The Soldiers of Alpha Company continue to perform with steadfast dedication here in East Ramadi.  
Their resolve has been unwavering and I am proud of every man in this company.  To walk in the pres-
ence of these men is humbling - they are truly outstanding Warriors – proven and combat tested.  Our 
strength lies within our Soldiers and Non-Commissioned Officers.  They set conditions and mitigate risk 
everyday.  Integrating these two pillars of survival into every planning and execution phase has saved 
Soldiers lives.  Our NCOs are the back bone of the Army, and without a doubt the foundation of Able 
Company – 1SG Foster and I could not accomplish our mission without them.   
 In the past month, the Anti-Iraqi Forces’ (AIF) operating in East Ramadi have been disrupted and 
interdicted by the efforts of every fighting man in Able Company.  Joint combat missions with Task 
Force Currahee and the Iraqi Army have weakened their ability to re-supply direct action cells and re-
sulted in the capture of high value targets (HVTs).  As August approaches we will continue to develop 
our battle space and shape future operations.  Iraqi Police recruitment at ECP8 will begin soon and will 
continue to be a top priority  through the deployment.  As we continued to fight, in the most violent city 
in Iraq, we will need your thoughts and prayers to help us to stay focused and vigilant.   
 The Entry Control Point on Route Apple and Route Sufia (ECP 8) continues to have devastating 
effects on the insurgents.  We continue to maintain forces at ECP8, OP South House, ECP7 West, Force 
protection at Combat Outpost and OP Hotel.  Every leader in Able Company is committed to ensuring 
the safety of your loved ones during every mission.  As July comes to an end, we also close another 
chapter in Able’s history.  Please continue to pray for our safe return.     
            

CPT Justin T. Michel     
ABLE 6 
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ALPHA COMPANY “ABLE” 



This month has been a tough one for the Outlaws.  On July 24th, we lost one of our 
fellow Outlaws, SPC Dennis K. Samson, during an insurgent attack.  SPC Samson 
was not only a great Soldier, but a great person.  His warm smile and presence will 
never be forgotten.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Dennis’ family as they 
grieve the loss of their Soldier.  The Soldiers dearly miss SPC Samson and will 
honor his life and death through their endeavors to continue with our assigned mis-
sion in Eastern Ramadi. 
 
As we move into August, the weather is has peaked out around 120 degrees at the 
heat of the day.  Like all the other hardships which have been placed before them, 
the Soldiers fight through the heat and continue to keep ASR Michigan safe for the 
rest of the battalion.  The Soldiers and leaders are constantly adapting to our en-
emy’s tactics, doing everything in their power to keep the enemy off balance and to 
keep each other safe. 
 

The Outlaws have been visiting the gas station located across the street from OP Trotter.  We are trying to help the local 
Iraqis restore their infrastructure and return to some sense of a normalcy.  The battalion is also about to begin recruiting 
for the Iraqi Police.  The company will do its part to ensure the word is spread and attempt to mobilize the people of 
Ramadi to reclaim their city from the terrorists. 
 
This past month we have had several promotions.  The following Soldiers were promoted from PFC to SPC:  Eric Lin-
nabary, Carson Byrne, Kervin Ras, Jeremy Taylor, Victor Erdahl, Raymundo Palisoc, Chad Rancourt, Larry Ortega, 
Alex Vanorder, Steven Spigarelli (June), and Michael Storeholder (June).  2LT John Caleb Threadcraft and 2LT Jason 
Jones were promoted to 1LT, and 1LT Stanley Johnson was promoted to CPT.  The Outlaws have received many new 
Soldiers this past month.  SSG Eric Melendez, PFC Kevin Jerman, PFC Brandon Brown, SGT Keith McColluch, PFC 
John Gilmore, SPC Richard Swearingen, PV2 Matthew Moore. 
 
August marks the final month of leave for the Outlaws.  It has been a smooth process thus far, and has definitely in-
creased the morale of the Soldiers.  The Outlaws want to thank all of our families and friends who have made this de-
ployment more bearable with the countless care packages, letters, and prayers you have sent to us. 
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BRAVO COMPANY “OUTLAWS” 



Family and friends of C Co, 
 
I am CPT Nathan Guthrie the new commander of the Gunfighters.  The guidon of C co was passed from CPT Joseph 
Claburn to myself on July 14th.  I would like to thank CPT Claburn for all the hard work and time he invested in the 
company.  Before I took command I worked as the Assistant Operations officer for 1-61st Cavalry Squadron and for 
the 1-506th.  To be given command of the Gunfighters is an honor I have been anticipating for many months prior.  
The patience of the soldiers was well appreciated during the change over and it allowed for a smooth transition. 
 
During this month we have had several new arrivals:  SGT Faiai, SGT Medina, PFC Rutherford, PV2 Okolovich, and 
PVT McCllough.  Congratulations to the new baby Gunfighter’s born this month also: Eivah Angelina Maldonado 
(said like Eva) weighed 6Lbs. 15oz and Serenity Elizabeth Vining Weighted 7lbs. 13oz 
 
This past month the Gunfighters have continued to serve with noted distinction in the Ma’laab and other areas in the 
Battalion Area of Operations.  1st PLT has conducted cordon and searches in support of company & battalion opera-
tions as well as continued duty on static positions.  2nd PLT has completed missions in the Ma’laab which allowed 
other “enablers” to focus attention on the local population and still diligently occupying security positions.  3rd PLT 
recently has completed tough missions in the Ma’laab including numerous buildings being searched and a rough ride 
in the back of an M113.  HQ PLT continues steady operations for the company and remains invaluable for success. 
 
With the heat peaking around 121 and 2/3 of the yearlong deployment complete the men begin to anticipate returning 
home to family and friends.  But as always they remain constant professionals in their daily duties.  The support the 
company has received from family and friends is without question appreciated and treasured.  Be proud of these men 
for all their accomplishments as we continue to move closer to returning home. 
 
Sincerely, 
CPT Nathan Guthrie 
Gunfighter 6 
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CHARLIE COMPANY “GUNFIGHTERS” 



Friends and Family of D CO: 
 

The month of July saw a flurry of operations as Delta Company continued to operate through-
out the city of Ar Ramadi.  The operations were extremely successful as more than a handful of in-
surgents were detained.  The Iraqi Army continues to take over sectors of the city and make headway 
with the  locals.  They are superbly lead and trained group of soldiers who very much want to make 
their country safe again.  On a somber note, the Red Currahee Battalion suffered another death, SPC 
Sampson (B CO).  Our thoughts and prayers go out to SPC Sampson’s family and friends back 
home. 

Soldiers from Delta Company continued going on mid-tour leave this month with the rest of 
the company who still has to go on leave going in the month of August.  August will be the last 
month for leave for Delta Company; a good sign that the end of the deployment is near and therefore 
the 1SG will no doubt begin his dumpster diving and scavenging efforts. 

The Soldiers and Officers of Delta Company continue to work hard and appreciate all of the 
support from back home.  We all look forward to our redeployment soon back to Fort Campbell 
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DELTA COMPANY “DEALER” 



Dear family and friends of E FSC, 1-506 
 

 Easy Company has been hard at work, progressively moving forward to advance our means of supporting the Red 
Currahee Task Force.  1SG Shields and his NCOs continue to provide superior Combat and Combat Service Support to the 
Task Force as well as East Ramadi Iraqi MITT. 
 
 One of the major projects of this month was moving our old Command Post (CP) to a much larger building, where we 
would have room for all the major sections to work together, centralizing information and operational execution.  Spear-
headed by SSG Hallstead, the new operations NCOIC, the new CP has proved invaluable in ensuring Combat Support and 
Combat Service Support Operations are synchronized with full spectrum Combat Operations. 
  
 The Dining Facility (DFAC) Section has opened its newest DFAC building, which the Navy Seabee’s built after four 
intensive months.  With over twenty air conditioners, an area twice as big as the other DFAC, and “bomb proof” (as SFC Val-
ley calls it) hardening, this DFAC will undoubtedly increase Task Force morale. 
 

The Maintenance Platoon has made incredible progress in the installation of 50 of the new Gunners Protection Instal-
lation Kits for Up Armored HUMMVs and Force Protection enhancements at ECP 8.  SFC Ross and Vrbsky have done an 
outstanding job overseeing the transition between one of our attachments- the 98th Maintenance Company Maintenance Sup-
port Team.  The Recovery Section, led by SSG McIntyre, has provided continuous and exemplary Recovery Support.  He and 
his team have showed exceptional courage under enemy fire. 
 
 The Distribution Platoon, led by SFC Clipp in conjunction with 1SG Shields, have organized a new Class I, II, and IV 
Supply Support Activity on Camp Corregidor.  Recently, SGT Davis flawlessly executed a barrier emplacement operation at 
OP Crater in support of the Iraqi Army.  SGT Moore, in support of civil affairs, led the platoon in executing a critical Battal-
ion mission of providing water for the Iraqis in Ramadi.  His efforts contributed greatly to our strategic mission of winning 
Iraqi hearts and minds. 
 
 My thanks to Shirl Shields and the FRG for their outstanding support. 
 
      v/r 
      CPT Johnson 
      28 Jul 06 
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ECHO COMPANY “EASY” 



 The “Warlords” continue to support the operations of TF Red Cur-
rahee in East Ramadi.  The past month has been busy for the tankers as the 
task force has conducted multiple operations in the area of operations.  We 
enjoy the challenges and continue to push forward to defeat the insur-
gency in Ramadi. 
 Recently we were given the opportunity to conduct a company op-
eration in support of Operation “Eagle’s Talon” in the Sufia district, east of Ramadi.  The 

company was partnered with 1st Battalion, 1st Brigade, 1st IA Division, and other task force enablers to action 
targets and exploit intelligence gained during raids.  We were excited and thrilled to devote a large part of the 
company to our operation while simultaneously supporting Able and Dealer in their pieces of the operation and 
support to Outlaw for steady-state missions.  The operation went very well, and the IA forces performed very 
well, capturing several AIF and reestablished an IA presence in the Sufia area. 
 We have just crossed the halfway point for our deployment from the Central Region of Germany.  Our 
families await our return and for the “Warlords” one of the things we have been working on is the follow-on as-
signments when our brigade repositions to Fort Bliss, Texas in summer 2007.  That however, is a far target as 
we continue to focus on combat operations in Ramadi. 
 Though the temperatures inside our M1A1 tanks approach 140 degrees, the “Warlords” continue to an-
swer the call in support of their Red Currahee brothers.  Our maintenance team sweats to keep our panzers roll-
ing, as well as supporting any heavy recovery operation for the battalion with their M88A1 recovery vehicle.  
We are extremely proud to be attached to such a professional group of warriors. 

We extend our congratulations to 1SG Cramer, Warlord 7, who has been selected for Sergeant Major.  
He is a true warrior and will do fantastic, though we are sure we will keep him for some time. 
 Ramadi is the “big game” in Iraq and we stand proudly with TF Red Currahee to bring stability and free-
dom to the citizens of Ramadi.  “Crusaders of Chaos!!” 

- Warlord 6 
CPT Timothy J. Ferguson 

M1A1 Tanks provide overwatch and mounted patrols during Operation “Eagle’s Talon” in Sufia during July 2006. 
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CHARLIE COMPANY 2-37 AR “WARLORD” 
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CHARLIE COMPANY 1-6 IN “COMMANDO” 

               “Taking ground” 
 

It has been about a month and a half since approximately one hundred men strong Charlie 
Company “Commandos” of Task Force 1-6 INF, equipped with Bradley Fighting Vehicles and 
light armored HMMWVs, took up a good fighting position in the heart of Ramadi city proper and 
claimed it as “Eagle’s Nest”. Once a questionable juncture between violent cross-fires, the “Eagle’s 
Nest” seemed to be promising location for taking a step towards bringing peace into the neighbor-
hood after we have occupied it. However, the insurgents in the town were apparently not quite 
ready to give up on this solid piece of the ground. Numerous mortar attacks on relatively precise 
points in the establishment, IED emplacements in the area nearby, and most frequent of all, small 
arms attack on observation posts on top of the buildings show implications that the bad guys are 
not so happy with our long-term presence in the middle of the town. 

Nevertheless, our attempt to expand further into and the west of “Eagle’s Nest” is enough to 
make the insurgents even more discontent as we conduct numerous operations including raid on 
possible insurgent targets, enable civil affair tasks/ projects, and facilitate civil-military engage-
ments with townspeople in the area. And Commandos’ continued presence in the “Eagle’s Nest”, 
seems to be sending messages to people in the area that we are not leaving until things get settled 
down around here. 

Under the leadership of current battalion which Commandos have been part of since their 
arrival: 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, we are looking to launch a multiple long term opera-
tions that would start to transcend the district into an area with self sustained peace and security. So 
maybe, in a foreseeable future, the ground we have took up in the city – Eagle’s Nest, would be re-
turned to people of Iraq upon prevalence of peace, and will develop into a infrastructure in a lucra-
tive metropolitan city of future Ramadi proper. 
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IT’S A SAPPER’S LIFE 
 In May, Iraq saw the departure of the highly successful Pennsylvania National Guard.  The sappers from Pennsyl-
vania were stationed in eastern Ar Ramadi for several months prior to Red Currahee’s arrival and their knowledge of the 
area of operations was invaluable to the initial success of one the nation’s most famed units.  While in Ar Ramadi these 
guard soldiers were extremely successful and gained a certain celebrity status as the Penn state sappers.  They were in-
volved in the reduction of close to 70 enemy caches and participated in more than 150 missions.  They were a great unit and 
even better bunch guys, and even though the footsteps they leave behind are extremely deep one sapper platoon from 
Baumholder, Germany would like their chance at trying to fill them. 
  In this current theater of operations filled with improvised explosive devices, construction projects in the making, 
and numerous demolition missions a sapper unit can find themselves with more work than they had ever have hoped for.  It 
is a truth that the sappers from A Company, 40th Engineer Battalion immediately realized.  They knew that their plates were 
going to be full with the amount of work that was going to be required of them, but not one of them bat an eye at the new 
challenge.  Rather, it was more like a subtle grin that crept across the young sapper’s faces.  Having been in Camp 
Buehring, Kuwait for close to 6 months it was finally their turn to show what they could do.  They’ve been in Ar Ramadi 
for over two months now, and now that they’ve finally settled in it’s safe to say that they’re glad to be here. 
 You might be thinking, “Isn’t Eastern Ar Ramadi, and more particular Combat Outpost, the last place on earth you 
would like to be in?”  And for the sappers the answer would be “yes”, and “no.”  The sapper’s current situation finds them 
often times without water for showering, without a place to dine in, and the ever present danger of mortars requires every 
man away from a reinforced structure to dawn their fifty pounds worth of protective gear, but these are trifles that can be 
forgotten when a person is allowed to pursue their passion. 
 Since the sappers from Baumholder, Germany have arrived they’ve participated in over 30 combat operations 
which have tested the sappers on every mission task their MOS requires them to know.  They’ve uncovered over a dozen 
caches and destroyed close to four thousand pounds worth of insurgent explosives and equipment.  They’ve also had several 
opportunities to test their skill at explosive demolition; a request from battalion that is always met with eager volunteers 
from sapper squad leaders.  Yes, it’s safe to say that these men are happy in their current situation and are enjoying life as it 
is. 
 Although the sapper’s are living it up in Ar Ramadi they still can’t wait to get back to their loved ones.  Currently, 
Task Force 1-6 IN, which the Red Currahee sappers are attached to, are scheduled to redeploy back to Germany some time 
in late October.  They’re appreciative for Red Currahee’s concern for their well-being and for the generous nature in which 
the task force has taken them under their wing as one of their own.  It’s been an honor and a privilege to serve with such a 
fine organization and even more so the remarkable men that bear the patch of the screaming eagle. 
 
Written by:   2LT Jeremy Korth 
  Sapper PL 

SAPPER PLATOON, ALPHA COMPANY, 40th ENGINEER BN 
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 “Bon Temps” 
The bon temps: that’s Creole French for the “good times” and that’s how we referred 
to the days of summer down on the Gulf Coast.  However, the bon temps of summer 
also meant that we had to keep an eye out for the Hurricane.  That’s when the times 
that were usually bon could fait mal real quick. 
 
Some say though, and I fall into that group, that despite the constant threat of severe 

weather, life is a lot more carefree and easy going on the Gulf Coast.  No doubt our historical connections with those carefree and 
easy going Mediterranean nations of Europe (Spain and France) have something to do with it.  In my opinion, however, that history 
only sets the stage for why this region of our country is so relaxed and laid back. 
 
You see, when mankind finally bows to a force that he cannot control, a variable that is not within his power to manipulate, he knows 
a measure of humility.  Hurricanes are like that.  In the face of incredible winds and ferocious tidal surge man is brought down a peg 
or two; he knows much more keenly his creaturehood.  Modernity bewitches us and ever so subtly makes us forget our vulnerability.  
Technology’s gadgets put us in control of space and time.  Modern medicine and pharmacology make once life threatening illnesses 
disappear with “out patient surgery” and a pill, and modern transportation shrinks the time it takes to get from here to there from 
days and weeks to minutes and hours.  With all that “power” at our beck – and - call we lose a sense of objective scale and slip into a 
world relativity, where we seem to be Master and Commander. 
 
Not nearly as subtly, then, the forces of nature slap us out of our stupor and force us to recognize who and what we are in the grander 
scope of things.  It is then that we either bow with humility or go mad with rage as we stand before the forces we do not control. 
 
Members of 12 step recovery programs, who know their own battle with forces beyond their control, and the humility that comes from 
dealing with them, have spiritualized this human reality in a prayer.  The people of the Gulf Coast have done the same with a motto. 
The prayer:  Lord, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things that I can, and the 
wisdom to know the difference. 
 
The motto, best lived out in conjunction with the prayer:  Laissez le bon temps roulé 

C H A P L A I N ’ S  C O R N E R :  
C P T  P A U L  A N T H O N Y  H A L L A D A Y   
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RED CURRAHEE EXTRA 

RE-ENLISTMENT: 
The Red Currahee Battalion has re-enlisted 4 more 

Soldiers since 1 July 06 
STAY RED CURRAHEE!! 

 
 SPC Russell  A CO 
 PFC Jones  A CO 
 SFC Tavernier B CO 
 SSG Kolmorgan B CO 

TAX FREE BONUSES FOR 1st BN  
TOTALS: 

$1,239,574 

Visit the updated 1-506th Infantry Website: 
 

http://www.campbell.army.mil/1-506/index.htm 
 
The website will be updated weekly with current 
information that is beneficial to our Soldier and 
their families, to include photos of our Soldiers in 
action, updated FRG information, and the latest 
edition of the RCC! 

Red Currahee Courier 
Volume 8 
5 AUGUST 2006 

 
This publication serves the Soldiers and 
families of 1-506th Infantry Regiment. 

 
LTC Ronald P. Clark 

Battalion Commander 
 

CSM Michael P. Catterton 
Command Sergeant Major 

 
MAJ Matthew V. Keller 

Executive Officer 
 

MAJ David B. Womack 
Operations Officer 
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