
Task Force Red Currahee Family and Friends, 

 

 CSM Judd and I would like to wish everyone that is part of the Task 

Force Red Currahee Family Merry Christmas.  We continue to receive an 

amazing amount of support.  The volume of packages this Holiday Season 

has been tremendous.  Our Soldiers have received everything from Christ-

mas presents to live Christmas trees through the mail.  While we receive 

great support, let me assure you that our enemies are getting far worse than 

coal.  The Red Currahees will not let the colder temperatures hinder our of-

fensive operations.  I know there is lots of information in the press about 

whether or not progress is being made, but from the Red Currahee perspec-

tive I can assure all that we are making a difference for the Afghans.  I am 

pleased to report that we continue to lower the TB population in Western 

Paktika. 

 

 Continue to take care of each other and our Families.  The Soldiers 

of Task Force Red Currahee remain thankful this Holiday Season. 

 

Currahee and Stands Alone! 
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Join us for the Battalion 

Sunday Potluck at the 

Family Resource Center 

Feb  6th 4:00-6:00 pm 
                     

2nd Platoon, D Co  leaders conduct a 

quick huddle during a nighttime mission 



 As I made my pastoral visits to the various COPs throughout December I was encouraged by the outpouring of gifts, cards, and 

decorations in celebration of Christmas. At the same time I was concerned for there were many things displayed that have somehow come 

to be associated with the season, yet miss the true message of the Holiday. In fact, I can count on one hand the number of nativity scenes 

that I saw. 

Yet, in reflecting upon the sight of these I recognized that even the nativity scenes that we often display don‟t tell the wh ole story. They 

are deceptive at best. First, they often mistakenly have three „wise men‟ present (Scripture never states there were only thr ee. Additionally, 

it is highly improbable that they were present for the birth of Jesus, but in fact came much later; which is why Herod had “a ll the male 

children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old and under” killed. Matthew 2.16). Second, none of them have a 

dragon.  

Yes, a dragon. Read the words from the twelfth chapter of the Revelation to John. 

 A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was 

pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten 

horns and seven crowns on its heads. Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman 

who was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he was born. She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations 

with an iron scepter.”  

 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not 

strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the 

whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.  

Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God‟s command s and 

hold fast their testimony about Jesus. (Revelation 12.1-5, 7-9, 17) 

To borrow a phrase from Eldredge, “this is no silent night. It is D -Day.” This is no doubt a description of the great invasion, where God 

Himself entered into human history to begin the defeat of evil…of which the final execution of the “great dragon” is yet to b e accom-

plished. Of course that is the primary message of the book of Revelation, describing the need to return to our Creator and Redeemer in the 

face of the coming execution of the evil one and all who are deceived, subdued, and enslaved to his counterfeit system upon this earth. 

This brings me back to my original point. 

So often in life we miss the point. Behind that quiet night in Bethlehem, behind the manger, shepherds, and a young Jewish couple there 

were spiritual forces at work. As the above scripture indicates, those same forces are at work today, behind the scenes of our lives. We 

have a spiritual enemy who seeks to destroy our relationship with God and with others. Like any military mission, two of the ultimate 

goals of our spiritual enemy are deception and disruption.  

Many are deceived into denying that an enemy even exists. They have already lost the battle. Additionally, Satan seeks to disrupt our com-

munication with our teammates and our headquarters element. Of course I am speaking of our communication with our loved ones and 

with God Himself. As time marches on during our deployment it is absolutely essential that we be aware of the schemes of our enemy and 

stand firm against them. We need to recognize his disruption ops constantly involve the temptation of “counterfeit adventures  and counter-

feit beauties.” The grass is not greener on the other side! Remain committed to your spouse and keep the lines of communicati on open 

with them, no matter what the cost, or distance. Likewise, see that nothing interferes with your vital connection to the Lord Jesus Christ 

and His community of believers. Don‟t succumb to the deceptive tactics of the enemy. “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist  the devil, 

and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you.” (James 4.7 -8a) 

 ~CH (CPT) Michael Johnson 

Red Currahee Chaplain’s Corner……. 
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Need someone to talk to? You have options! 

Military One Source 1-800-342-9647 or www.militaryonesource.com  A 24/7 line that 

can answer questions or provide assistance in every aspect of life. 

4th Brigade Military Family Life Consultant  270-881-6376 

Chaplain 24/7 Line:  270-798-CARE (2273) 



Family Readiness Office 
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1-506th Family       

Readiness Support     

Assistant (FRSA): 

Tammy Phillips 

270-956-0926  Office           

931-472-5640  Cell 

Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil 

Want to make a difference? 

Want to help out?  Contact 

your FRG Leader about  

Volunteer opportunities! 

Aspiring Writer? 

Just have some-

thing to share? We 

would love to have 

stories, articles, po-

ems, etc. written by 

our Families! Sub-

mit to Tammy via 

email and you 

might just get pub-

lished in one of our 

upcoming issues! 

                                             

 

Moving or Going Out of Town?? 

Please be sure to let us know if you are moving, 

changing phone numbers, or emails so we will 

have your current contact information.  

If you are traveling out of town, please send 

Tammy your travel dates and the address where 

you will be located, just in case of emergency. 

Search groups for 1-506th Infantry Regiment, 4BCT. If you can‟t find us, 

send an email and we will invite you. This is a “Group” not a “Page”. A 

group is more secure and you have to be approved to join. Check the group 

site often for information! 

We have found that sometimes requests to join and messages do not always 

come through on Facebook. If you send a message or a request to join and 

do not get a response, please email Tammy. 

Families and Soldiers follow these steps to reg-

ister: 

1. Go to www.armyfrg.org 

2. On the left, click on "Find An FRG" 

3. Choose the state of KY, Choose Fort Campbell 

4. FRGs are listed in numerical order, scroll down to the 4's.  Click on 

"4th Brigade Combat Team, 101 ABN DIV".  

5. You will be prompted to enter you and your Soldier‟s information.  

You will need the Soldier's last 4 of the SSN.  If you are accepted, you 

vFRG Website 



Hello to all Hellraiser Families and Friends, 

 

 First of all I would like to extend warm holiday wishes to all friends, Families, and loved ones back home.  The men of HHC 

hope that everyone enjoyed Thanksgiving, and we wish all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   

 Over the last month, HHC has continued to excel in every aspect.  I personally want to acknowledge all of our Soldiers, as this 

Company is truly making a significant difference for the people of Afghanistan.  Currently HHC has four Platoons that conduct daily com-

bat operations all over the Battalion‟s Area of operations.  We have executed all types of operations, everywhere in Paktika Province with 

great effect.  I am humbled by the efforts and actions of the men on a daily basis.  It continues to be an honor to command the men in Hell-

rasier Company. 

 Also, HHC has Soldiers attached to every Company, which are on the battlefield everyday providing medical care, fire support, 

and communications.  The Battalion Staff leads the way in the Brigade and works relentlessly to ensure success.  Overall, I can honestly 

say that HHC 1-506th has and will continue to make a lasting impact on this country and our future.  I am very thankful for everyone‟s 

efforts and sacrifices. 

 During this time of year, I want to personally thank all Families for their unwavering support.  Our Soldiers receive words of en-

couragement, and care packages daily keeping them in good spirits.  We could not do this without your support.  I am very appreciative of 

everything and truly realize how blessed the men and Families are within this great organization. 

 Happy Holidays!!! 

   ~CPT Todd Tompkins, Commander 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company—HHC 
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Your HHC FRG Leadership Team:    

Annette Tompkins  440-221-7949                                                                                              

Sheryll Shorter  706-442-7082                                                         

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.com 

 HHC Rear Detachment:    

SSG Richard McMahon 

270-412-4902 

richard.a.mcmahon@us.army.mil 

S1 Shop 

The S1 shop's primary focus for this past month has been to brainstorm 

ways that we can better support our fellow brothers in arms stationed at the 

outlining COPS.  Also, in line with providing excellent support at mini-

mum risk to our soldiers, PFC Weathersby successfully coordinated and 

recorded our first Battalion wide SGT/SSG promotion board via the 

Army's Adobe Connect "Breeze" system. Utilizing the Breeze system af-

fords all eligible recommended Red Currahee Soldiers the opportunity to 

be evaluated for promotion by the Battalion CSM and all the 1SGs at the 

different COPS simultaneously and in real-time, without having to leave 

their respective COPs. The S1 Shop would also like to express our sincere 

thanks and appreciation to our Families for providing us with a small 

Christmas tree and decorations for our office. While our decorating skills 

may not have improved, our morale and spirits definitely have due to your 

thoughtfulness.    

SFC Ingram, Craig E., TF RED CURRAHEE S-1 PSG 

PFC Weathersby & SPC Cetina hard at work 



Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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S4 Shop 

During this past November were as busy as ever in the S4 shop. 

We‟ve been hard at work preparing for the winter months to ensure 

our Soldiers remain warm and mission ready. We were happy to 

welcome SPC Avitia back from R&R. He has been immensely help-

ful in keeping everything running smoothly. Meanwhile SGT Gray 

continues to prove he is extremely capable in handling property is-

sues. SSG Drayton and PFC Brockway are doing great things at 

BAF. We are all appreciative of their hard work to move supplies on 

to Sharana. In light of the season we acquired a Charlie Brown 

Christmas Tree. It now adorns the office shelves. Thanks to every-

one back home for shipping, e-mailing, and phoning their holiday 

cheer to our remote corner of the world. 

1LT Adam Tebbs 

S6 Shop 

The Battalion Communication Shop has been working hard swap-

ping out two of our COPs SNAP (SIPR, NIPR Access Point) with 

CPN's (Central Processing Node).  In a nut shell this is replacing the 

tiny satellite secure internet system with a much larger satellite dish.  

We have been continuously working hard to ensure all companies‟ 

communication needs are met. Every month we continue to keep 

users connected on the network and keep them talking both mounted 

and dismounted when outside in the Battalion battle space.  Also we 

continue to have RTO‟s attached to companies‟ that are out every 

day on the battlefield making a critical difference.  We wish all 

Families a Happy Holiday Season and thank you for all the support. 

SFC Koerner 

S2 Shop 

The past month has been a busy one, but also rewarding. The S2 

will soon welcome its newest addition to the NCO Corps; SPC 

Hamlin, who recently passed the promotion board with a score of 

148 of 150. We are also proud to welcome the two newest members 

to the Red Currahee S2 family; SPC James Davey and PV2 Chris-

tian Hubbel, both of whom are adapting quickly and proving to be 

invaluable players to our team. We also wish to welcome PV2 Hub-

bel‟s wife Lindsey Fowler to our family as well.  With Thanksgiving 

past us, and the Christmas season fast approaching; we extend our 

best wishes and gratitude to the Red Currahee Families who are and 

have always been there for us, and we wish you all the very happiest 

of holidays.    

SFC Kirk Weaver, Platoon Sergeant  

SPC Avitia after he moved some equipment and put up his 

Christmas tree (S4) 

SPC Hamlin (S2) being promoted 

SPC Lam & SGT Correia (S6) 



PSD 

Another month complete and it seems like we just got here.  We 

continued to circulate the Battlefield and conducted multiple 

TCP‟s and missions throughout the Battalion‟s Battle space.  I 

would like to take the opportunity to congratulate SPC Treat on 

his promotion to Specialist.  Also SPC Hampton and SPC 

Tingley passed the Sergeant Promotion Board and currently 

waiting on points to get promoted.  Many of our Soldiers in the 

Platoon were awarded their coveted Combat Infantryman‟s 

Badge.  Thanks for your continued support throughout our three 

months here in Afghanistan and looking forward to your letters 

and packages. 

SSG Nicholson, PSD Platoon Sergeant  

Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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Fires 

During the last 30 days it has been nice and busy for the Fires 

Section of HHC. With all the moving parts of the Platoon that 

are spread across AO Red Currahee, things are never dull. With 

Soldiers moving around and going on leave it can get confusing, 

but we manage to keep it all together. We have orchestrated the 

movement of Artillery pieces, Mortar Systems, and Radar Sys-

tems across the AO and continue to provide Fire support for all 

companies‟. We received a Christmas tree and all the trimmings 

from a support group in Kansas City. The Soldiers had a good 

time decorating the tree the day after Thanksgiving and also had 

enough lights that we were able to decorate the Battalion area.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all loved ones.  We 

miss you all. 

SSG Matthew Hembree 

Scouts 

To the Family and Friends of 1-506th Scout Platoon, 

My name is 1LT Carlos Del Pozo and I have taken over as the 

Platoon Leader after 1LT Adams moved up to serve as Able 

Company‟s Executive Officer.  Over the two weeks since I‟ve 

been at the helm, your Scouts have done some VERY impressive 

work.  The platoon continues to make a significant contribution 

to our mission in Paktika province by partnering with our Af-

ghan counterparts to remove critical targets in the area and im-

prove security for civilians and security forces alike.    

When we‟re not on mission, the platoon stays mission -fit by 

teaching classes, maintaining our equipment and working out.  

As the weather gets more and more frigid, our down-time focus 

has shifted from outdoor activities like chemlite baseball to 

weightlifting in the well-heated gym and—every now and then—

playing video games in our well-heated barracks. 

This exceptional group of Soldiers continues to perform at the 

highest level in every respect and bring great credit to the battal-

ion and to their Families back home.  Thank you for all your 

support and please continue to send your love to your Scouts. 

CURRAHEE! 1LT Carlos M. Del Pozo, Platoon Leader 

PSD Soldiers 

Fires 

Scouts 



Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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Mortars 

During the past month the Mortar Platoon has continued to ag-

gressively patrol the Area of Operations in Sharana, specifically 

increasing its focus on improving access to adequate education 

for the children and providing medical care to those who cannot 

get to the nearest hospital. With the effort of the Mortar Platoon, 

two projects have begun in the district to aid some of schools 

with the greatest enrollment. The projects will look to repair ex-

tremely old school buildings which currently have no windows 

or doors and some even have roofs close to collapsing. These 

projects will provide the students a safe place to study, protected 

from the harsh winter weather which approaches every day. Us-

ing a similar project, and the hard work of the Reaper Platoon, 

TM HHC will also aid a medical clinic which serves up to 100 

patients daily in order to help combat many of the health risks in 

the area. In conjunction with its efforts in the community, Reaper 

Platoon has continued to seek out insurgent safe-houses all over 

the district, conducting two Air Assault operations along with its 

normal patrol schedule. The work can be tedious; however, the 

men have remained sharp and their efforts have paid off in the 

capture of several confirmed and/or nefarious individuals, not to 

mention weaponry. We would like to wish all HHC and Reaper 

Families a happy holiday season and we miss you all. 

1LT George Kane, MTR PL 

HQ’s 

There is never a dull moment in the life of a Headquarters Soldier.  

2LT Billy provides both fire support with pinpointed accuracy and 

much needed comic relief, which helps keep everyone in good spir-

its. SSG Salinar is the magician because there is not a single thing 

that he cannot accomplish. If it is needed he will find it, and if not 

SSG Salinar will build it. SSG Comstock continues to be the brains 

and driving force behind the entire logistical operation providing 

support with outstanding results. SPC Andrew Shuck is the senior 

supply clerk and the company level ammunitions handler, he has 

been working hard to ensure all needs are met within the Company.   

    We had to say fair well to the former “Hellraiser 5” as he went on 

to be with his wife for the birth of his little girl and attend the Cap-

tain Career Course in March. Captain Mike Muskus was a huge as-

set to this platoon and company. CPT Muskus had many good sys-

tems in place giving the company a huge advantage over the rest of 

the companies. CPT Muskus had a three weeks change of responsi-

bility with LT Weber who was the former Reaper 6 and stepped in 

to be the new HHC XO. The platoon has completed the first of four 

cyclic inventories that had to be complete and has finally been able 

to transfer a lot of the equipment that we received to the respected 

company‟s property books. Every day brings different challenges 

for the HHC Headquarters platoon to better help those around us in 

accomplishing their mission.  

-SSG Navil Heredia 

1LT Kane and SSG Cook executing a mission at night  

Happy Holidays from Headquarters! 

SPC Whorton & 

SPC Blackburn 

pose with the  

village children 



Hello to all Able Company Family and Friends, 

  I hope everyone is enjoying the winter 

weather back home. You will be happy to know that our 

Soldiers had a simple but very rewarding Thanksgiving 

dinner at both COPs Yahya Khel and Yusof Khel. If you 

are unable to be with your immediate Family, you sure 

couldn‟t ask for a better group of people to spend the 

Thanksgiving Holiday with. Our Soldiers did a fantastic 

job setting up our areas with holiday décor, and our food 

was much better than expected! 

 In addition to celebrating Thanksgiving, the 

month of November has seen activity calm down quite a 

bit in our sector. As our Soldiers remain aggressive and 

the weather is gets colder, the security situation in our Dis-

tricts has greatly improved.  It is rewarding to see the Af-

ghan people communicate and open up to our Soldiers as 

we continue to better their area.   

 I want to personally thank everyone who contin-

ues to support our company.  The support we receive from 

the home front in unwavering. Our Soldiers get tremen-

dous support from the Families and our fellow veterans 

with care packages and other goods that make a huge dif-

ference in an austere environment. We want to thanks our 

wives and Family for taking care of everything back 

home, and allowing us to focus on our mission over here. 

We also want to thank our Able Vietnam Veterans for the 

packages and support they have given and continue to give 

to our Soldiers. It is a great honor to be in such a fine and 

well supported organization. 

1SG Wilcox and I are extremely honored to lead 

such a professional organization. You couldn‟t ask for a 

better group of Soldiers or Families to serve with. I also 

encourage everyone to take the challenge and continue to 

build our excellent FRG by volunteering. You are the ones 

that make this unit great! 

Currahee! 

~CPT Al LeMaire, Commander                                                                                                                                                            

~1SG Jeremy Wilcox, Company 1SG 

Able Company “The Professionals” 
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Your Able Company FRG Leader:    

Rebeca LeMaire 931-809-8103                 

or 254-371-8376                                        

FRG Email Address: ablefrg@gmail.com 

Able Co Rear Detachment:    

SSG Jared Allen                                            

270-956-1649                                                

jared.j.allen@us.army.mil  

CPT LeMaire & 1SG Wilcox serve the Able Soldiers Thanksgiving Dinner 

Soldiers enjoying Thanksgiving Dinner at COP Yahya Khel 

COL Jenkins awards SPC Archer the Combat Infantryman‟s Badge 



1st Platoon- Punishers 
To the Family and Friends of Able Company 1st Platoon, 

 December has been a good month for the Pun-

ishers. It has been getting cold over here, but we continue to make 

improvements to our living conditions making the decreasing 

temperatures bearable. We enjoyed Thanksgiving in our new 

mess hall built by SFC Anderson and PV2 Green of the Jolly 

Rogers, which certainly boosted the Soldiers‟ morale. Our cele-

bration does not compare to spending the holidays with Family 

and friends, but our Soldiers got to enjoy a well-cooked meal and 

a slideshow of their time spent here on our new big-screen TV.  

Two of our part-time carpenters just finished work on the new 

gym. This will allow Soldiers to workout indoors, instead of out-

side. Since celebrating Thanksgiving we have moved on to 

Christmas, and we have decorated the mess hall and the Com-

mand Post with Christmas decorations. In addition, we have 

started holding card tournaments and video game tournaments 

allowing Soldiers to show off their skills in these areas.  

Operationally we continue working with our Afghan 

counterparts to further accomplish our mission here. We have 

been traveling to local villages, talking with the locals about how 

we can improve their living conditions, as well as handing out 

food, jackets, and blankets. As always, the Punishers look forward 

to the hearing from their loved ones back home and to receiving 

care packages from you. Thank you for your continued support of 

what we are doing here. 
  1LT Tyler Hitter/SFC Jamal Jenkins 

Able Company “The Professionals”  ~continued 
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2nd Platoon- Maniacs 

Despite a drastic drop in temperature, 2nd Platoon has 

maintained its momentum and continues to provide security in 

Yahya Khel District.  Through projects designed to assess and im-

prove Afghan Government medical clinics and schools, the Mani-

acs are not only ensuring the safety of local Afghans, but improv-

ing their quality of life and confidence in their government as well.  

We have a difficult mission here on COP Yahya Khel; however 

through our and 3rd Platoon‟s effort we are making a noticeable 

difference on the ground. 

Unfortunately 2nd Platoon will be saying goodbye to two 

Maniacs in December.  SGT Daniel Muncy and SPC Michael 

Schoonover are both leaving this month, in preparation for their 

ETS from active duty in March.  SGT Muncy is a veteran of the 

Maniacs‟ first deployment to Afghanistan in 2008 -2009, and the 

senior Team Leader in 2nd Platoon.  SPC Schoonover is a senior 

Specialist and a veteran of the last deployment as well.   Both 

Muncy and Schoonover are invaluable assets to the platoon and 

they will be sorely missed.  We thank them for their service and 

sacrifice and wish them luck in the future. 

With the Holidays approaching, we appreciate more than 

ever the mail and care packages from Family and friends.  The 

Maniacs have been blessed with an outpouring of support from 

home.  Please continue supporting your Soldiers, and know that we 

greatly appreciated it. 
1LT Jack Kilcoyne/SSG Chris Camphouse 

SFC Provence, 2LT 

Johnson, 1LT Kilcoyne 

& SSG Camphouse help 

to serve the                  

Thanksgiving meal 

PV2 Ritchie 

conducting  

dismounted 

reconnaissance  

in our area of 

operations 

SFC Jenkins putting together a Christmas Tree 

SSG Usher stops for a 

picture with local 

children during a visit 

to the Medical Clinic 

in Karrabudin 

2nd Plt faces off against 

3rd Plt and HQ team 

during the Thanksgiving 

Day Yahya Khel  Dust 

Bowl 



3rd Platoon- Devils 
 

As a nice change of pace, 3rd Platoon has seen much less 

enemy activity as the winter months close in.  It‟s a welcomed 

change and has allowed us to focus on improving our living condi-

tions.  The improvements to the COP have been amazing.  We re-

cently insulated our building from the cold, and we are starting to 

get gravel into our area that will help keep the dust down.  The 

temperatures are getting colder, and we‟ve got heat in the towers.  

It‟s still cold while the Soldiers are on perimeter guard but the 

small heaters make it bearable.  We have also been able to connect 

more with the local populace, and the environment in our area is 

slowly improving.  The people are becoming more and more ap-

proachable and friendlier.  We recently had our Combat Infantry-

man‟s Badge ceremony and we were able to recognize the hard 

work and sacrifice of your Soldiers.  Many Soldiers were awarded 

the CIB and it‟s a tradition that we take very seriously.  It‟s some-

thing that they will never forget.  Your Soldiers are amazing, and 

the mountains that they are able to move leave me in awe at the 

things that this group of men can accomplish together.  I am truly 

honored to be able to lead this band of brothers.  I care for this 

Family very much, and want personally say thank you for sacrific-

ing your time with them so that we can serve together.  Undoubt-

edly, they are the best I‟ve ever seen.          
 SFC Jacob Provence 

Able Company “The Professionals” ~continued 
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4th Platoon- Jolly Rogers 
 

November has been a good month for the Jolly Rogers.  

With the help of two civilian electricians, everybody now lives in 

heated, well lit rooms.   SFC Anderson and PV2 Green also 

boosted our morale by working extremely hard to build a floor 

and tent for us to use as our Mess Hall.  It was finished just in 

time for us to celebrate Thanksgiving with an excellent meal 

cooked by our cooks SPC Avery and PFC Rizo.  It can‟t compare 

to celebrating the holidays with our Families, but we all had 

plenty to eat and watched a slideshow of deployment pictures on 

our 60” TV!  Even though its been cold, we have continued our 

mission over here by getting out and spending time with local 

villagers and working with the Afghan security forces.  We have 

been handing out jackets, blankets, and food to help locals get 

through the winter.  Your packages, letters, and emails continue to 

help get us through and boost our spirits.  Thanks for all our sup-

port!  

SGT Cook paying his respects for our fallen brother 

SGT Eisinger is so glad to be back from leave 

Jolly Rogers enjoying our Thanksgiving Feast. 

PV2 Green in front of 

the new Chow Hall. 

SPC Phravixay & PV2 

Hurd hiking up to an OP 



Family Readiness Group 
 

Team AKA Volunteers 
 

FRG Leader: Rebeca LeMaire  H: 931-809-8103  C: 254-371-8376  ablefrg@gmail.com 
 

Point of Contacts: 
1st PLT                                2nd PLT   3rd PLT                               HQs PLT 
Vanessa Rodriguez            Morgan Erk  Tiffany Cook                     Dana Carlson 
Susie Spradlin                    Casi Usher  Nikki Weiland                  Christine Dockray 
Natasha Thomas               Charlotte Hessley Aimee' Kahl                       
 
Treasurer: Melissa Allen       Fund-raising Coordinator: Aimee' Kahl      Secretary: Natasha Thomas 
 

Always looking for more AKA volunteers  Contact Rebeca at ablefrg@gmail.com for more info  

Able Company “The Professionals” ~continued 
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The ladies get a “thumbs up” from happy customers 

while SSG Allen (center) coordinates efforts. 

Morgan and Melissa volunteering at the Able 

Soup Fundraiser 

Tiffany Cook & Morgan Erk working on a banner 
Min Na Wilcox fills in the love 

for Able Company 

Natasha Thomas starts a    

banner for the Company 

mailto:ablefrg@gmail.com


Baker Company  “Outlaws”  
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Your Baker Company FRG Leaders:            

Alison Ross 270-404-1935                

Heather Marrou   270-498-8917               

FRG Email Address: bakerfrg@gmail.com 

Baker Company Rear Detachment:      

SSG David Myers                                        

270-412-4905 

david.o.myers@us.army.mil 

Outlaw Friends and Families; 

 As fall transitions into winter here in eastern Afghanistan, Baker Company is undergoing a few transitions of it‟s own. The l ater 

part of October saw us scrambling to install and wire the Chigo heaters that would keep us warm moving into the winter, with much ef-

fort on the part of our electricians, Kymbo and Nike. A big change came for second platoon as the relief in place began for 1LT Midgett, 

who will be returning to Dealer Company. As 1LT Midgett left for leave it was obvious his platoon was accepting their new leader, 2LT 

Gallagher of Pittsburgh, Pa , by participating in a game of “HLZ Touch -Football” with him. Additionally several Soldiers stepped  up to 

the ranks of the NCO core with a promotion to Sgt. including Spc. Wolters and Spc. Dickensheets as well as Sgt. Percevault, the COiST 

NCOIC and Sgt. Ross a squad leader from 3rd platoon moving up to Staff Sergeant. 

 Baker Company‟s main focus this month has been the transition for the Afghan National Police and Afghan National Army to 

swap places in their areas of responsibility. First it was 2nd platoons turn to provide security for engineers building a new ANA COP up 

until Thanksgiving morning. After the Thanksgiving holiday, where festivities included Soldiers being served chow by CPT Marrou, 1LT 

Lessard, CSM Judd and LTC Womack, a quick visit by Brigade commander COL Jenkins, and finally some guitar tunes from the Com-

pany Fire Support Officer, 2LT Orosz, 3rd platoon left the relative warmth of their beds to provide security for engineers building a COP 

for the ANP near the Sar Hawza Bazaar. As the battle rhythm of deployment becomes the routine, many more Soldiers have left for mid-

tour leave, but Soldiers still waiting for their time to spend with loved ones and friends find other ways to spend the time not spent pre-

paring for missions. Several Soldiers regularly run laps around the JCOP, challenged by the higher elevation. Gym improvements include 

wrestling mats furnished by 1LT Midgett, where Soldiers often practice combatives moves, and a Muy Thai punching bag for boxing 

workouts. 

 1LT John Tully, the 3rd platoon leader, has started a crossfit workout competition board, where Soldiers in the company put their 

best time for a prescribed workout. Crossfit workouts often consist of circuits of exercises like pull-ups, squats, presses done in quick 

succession to induce an often nauseating cardio exhaustion. Working at nearly max effort for anywhere from 5-45 minutes, Baker cross-

fitters can often be found panting for breath lying on the wrestling mats after their workout is finished, they then crawl to the dry erase 

board to post their time. Other Baker Soldiers go for big strength gains, where several have surpassed the 300lb. and above bench press. 

All of this PT is conducted concurrent to mission requirements and guard tower duties. 

 Mail continues to come in massive amounts, thanks to the support of Families back home. The current record for number of boxes 

received in one mail drop is 30 boxes, delivered in one day to SSG Zern, 3rd platoon weapons squad leader.   

Currahee!   

~LT Orosz, Company XO 

Baker Co key leaders meet with 

village elders on a patrol 

Young children often gather in the 

villages during patrol. Perhaps this is 

during their “Eid break” 

An Afghan National Police (ANP) 

soldier accepts some Chai Tea from 

village elders during a patrol 
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 As always, the men of Baker Company continue to impress and work hard every day.  As LT Orosz said, we en-

joyed a fantastic Thanksgiving dinner provided by our fine cooks who work hard every day to create good food for the 

Soldiers „on the edge of the empire.‟   

 We continue to focus on improving the capabilities of the Afghan Security Forces to prepare them for taking over 

the responsibility of securing their country.  The men work through the language barriers with learned phrases and our 

translators.  Often though, our greatest accomplishments come in creating quality relationships with our partners.  As has 

been said many times about men in war, we do not fight for mom and apple pie, but for the man standing next to us.  As 

often happens here, that man is of another culture, another country and a world away from our home, but as a friend we 

have found we can rely on each other.   

 In addition to the basic combat patrols to ensure security we have begun to engage in humanitarian and develop-

ment missions, handing out food, blankets, school supplies to the needy people of the villages.  We have built two wells 

in Mata Khan, and are working to expand and refurbish the Mata Khan school which teaches over 1000 students per day 

and often teaches class in tents on the lawn with the only seat being the small amount of grass that one might find in Af-

ghanistan.  In Sar Hawza we have provided erosion control measures for the villages along the Paltu river, rehabilitated 

an irrigation canal using pipes provided by the sub governor, expanded the fresh water pool near the Sar Hawza Bazaar, 

and leveled out the inner courtyard of the local madrassa.  Just an example of the many different missions that we are 

engaged in on a daily basis.  Helping the people improve their livelihood may be the best that we can do for a country 

torn by so many years of war and strife.   

 As I always say, many thanks to the friends and Family back home that continue to support the men of Baker 

Company.  Your support is, as the army says, a “Force Multiplier,” helping us through even the hardest of days.  We 

wish you all the best, and a Happy Holiday season.  Know that even though your Soldier may be far away, he is always 

thinking of you and waiting for the day when we will all be together again. 

Currahee! 

 ~CPT Dale Marrou, Commander 

LT Midgett of 2nd Platoon spends some 

quality time with Afghan National Po-

lice (ANP) Soldiers 

A special visitor from the nearby country 

“doesntexisistan” brightens the Baker 

Company Executive Officer‟s day  



 1ST Platoon, D CO, 1-506TH IN 

FOB WAZA KHWA, AFGHANISTAN 

       NOVEMBER 2010 
 

To the Families and loved ones of 1st PLT, D Co, 1-506 IN this is 1LT David Caudle with the monthly FRG update for November 

2010. 

 

 1st Platoon conducted several large scale operations in November, one of them was to assist our Able company brothers in 

the clearance of an enemy stronghold, and the others to assist our Afghan National Security forces in pushing out to the far edges of 

their Area of Operations.   The intent of the operations is to deny the enemy safe-haven, in those areas they feel most secure. 

 The enemy has proven they won‟t give up without a fight, but during several direct fire engagements with the enemy, the 

Soldiers of first platoon have fought valiantly and sent the enemy retreating with haste. 

 Our Afghan Border Patrol are beginning to take the lead and most of the missions we conduct they outnumber us on the 

ground. 

 Your Soldier continues to represent his country with distinction.  Thank You all for your support, and Happy Holidays. 

 

      ~1LT David Caudle 

Baker Company  “Outlaws”    ~continued 
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PVT  Miller gets geared up for Christmas 

L to R: PVTs Lindgren, Regans &      

Alfred assist the Afghan Uniformed   

Police at their checkpoint. 

1st Plt relaxes with an intense game of Monopoly 
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Your Charlie Company FRG Leaders:               

Vanessa Nohelty  931-220-8308                     

Danielle DeBourbon  931-561-1987            

Email Address: GunfightersFRG@yahoo.com 

Charlie Company Rear Detachment:               

SSG Josh Nohelty                                                    

270-956-3336                                                                  

joshua.nohelty@us.army.mil  

Gunfighter Family and Friends, 

It has already been more than three months into deployment and Gunfighter Company is making good progress. The fight is going 

well, Afghan security forces are gaining skill and confidence, and the Company continues to come together as a team. One thing 

helping us in this last area is the holidays. 

 Thanksgiving was a great time and a welcome break with taste of home. Our 

cooks, headed up by SGT Hill at KKC and SSG Dixon at Kushamond, prepared excel-

lent meals. Although every Soldier was missing his loved ones and their own Family‟s 

cooking, they were pleasantly surprised at the great food served here for Thanksgiving. 

The tables had everything from smoked turkey, fried turkey, ham, roast beef, mashed 

potatoes, corn, green beans, and of course the pies. During holidays, it is Army tradition 

for the company leadership to serve all of the Soldiers. 

 Our Soldiers also had some local guests experience Thanksgiving for the first 

time. A few Soldiers from the local Afghanistan National Army unit tried out the turkey 

and other food available. Our forces and their forces continue to cooperate well and 

work together to fight the enemy. Sharing Thanksgiving with them was just another step 

towards building a stronger relationship with them. The Afghan Soldiers and also our local interpreters explained to us their winter 

season holiday, Eid. Eid is a Muslim holiday celebrated everywhere in Paktika province and lasts four days. They dress in their finest 

clothes, conduct a sophisticated congregational prayer, and afterwards meet with family, give gifts to the children, and enjoy a large 

meal. 

 FOB Kushamond held the inaugural Ronald Reagan Thanks-

giving Day Sports Day where the events were a driving competition, 

chipping competition, home run derby, and 7 on 7 football.  The com-

petition was fierce but in the end 3rd PLT won out and took home the 

coveted GUNFIGHTER PT CHAMPIONSHIP BELT.   

 Christmas is right around the corner and everyone‟s friends 

and Family are at the forefront of their mind. But every Soldier has 

become family with the Soldiers to his left and right, and celebrating 

with the guys of Gunfighter Company won‟t be forgotten. Already 

you can see a few Christmas decorations here and there. On Friday 

“Hat Day” you‟ll see the occasional Santa hat or set of reindeer ant-

lers. There are a couple Christmas trees around and many of the Soldiers will proudly display the Thanksgiving and Christmas cards 

that they have received in the mail.  

 All of your cards, letters, gifts, and care packages are greatly appreciated by the Soldiers here. Keep up the great support of 

your Soldier. Every mail day is a big boost of morale and important for the guys. The fun and entertaining stuff mixes things up, the 

food and snacks break up the occasional monotony of our food, and the essentials keep the Soldier going with stuff he cannot easily 

get over here.              

             ~continued 



Charlie Company “Gunfighters” ~continued  

Page 16 Volume 3 Issue 12 

 While the holidays are enjoyable every Soldier is focused on the job at hand. Securing the local populace and supporting 

and mentoring the Afghan forces are the reason we are here.  Gunfighter Company has done an excellent job and continues to push 

ahead with this mission. We look forward to continuing our work here and coming home with the mission complete.  

 ~CPT Andrew M Hill, Commander 

2ND PLT, D Co, 1-506 IN       FOB Waza Kwah, Afghanistan       November 2010 

To the Families and loved ones of 2nd PLT, D Co, 1-506 IN this is 1LT Don Duong with the monthly FRG update for November 

2010. November has been a capricious month for 2nd Platoon; throughout the month, your Soldiers have continued to encounter and 

resolve new challenges with extraordinary resilience and fortitude. 

November has rife with new and familiar experiences; 2nd Platoon Soldiers have diligently worked, during various missions, to en-

gage and affect the populace of Waza Kwah in a positive manner. However, our efforts to counteract the destabilizing influence of 

the Taliban have not gone unnoticed by our enemies. November represented the Platoon‟s first direct encounter with the Taliba n; 

during the engagement 2nd Platoon Soldiers gallantly battled the Taliban, forcing them to withdraw. 

2nd Platoon‟s partnership with the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) continues as we conduct joint operations in areas that 

have previously been insulated from the influence of the Afghan government. During these missions, 2nd Platoon supports the ANSF 

as they take the lead and interact with the populace. The nascent ability of the ANSF to gain the trust of the populace and conduct 

increasingly independent operations underscores the quality of the mentorship and training that your Soldiers provide to the ANSF. 

November has taught 2nd Platoon that our goal to secure and stabilize Afghanistan is confronted with the reality that there are indi-

viduals with malevolent intent that seek to undermine our efforts; this juxtaposition underscores the moral rectitude and imperative 

nature of our mission. Your Soldiers continue to represent the United States with honor as they bring hope to an impoverished and 

war weary people. I would like to end the November FRG letter by reflecting upon the Platoon‟s Thanksgiving thoughts; we are all 

incredibly grateful and appreciative of the continued support that we receive from Families and Soldier care organizations. Your 

efforts have not gone unnoticed and provide us with daily reminders of what we are fighting for, thank you for your support. 

 ~ LT Duong  

SPC Reinoehl observes the striking terrain of Afghanistan 
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Dear Dealer Family and Friends, 

 The 1SG and I hope this newsletter finds you well. On behalf of all the Dealer Soldiers, Non-commissioned Officers, and Offi-

cers we want to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! It is hard for us to believe that by the time you all read this 

we will be 1/3 complete of this tour. I know things are not happening quite as fast for all of you at home, but rest assure that your Soldiers 

are staying busy and doing a fantastic job for the country of Afghanistan and our country.  

 November was a busy month for Dealer Company. Your Soldiers continued to conduct daily patrols, both mounted and dis-

mounted, to engage the populace. Dealer Soldiers have been able to expand the influence of governance in Waza Khwa district by patrol-

ling villages that have never or rarely see International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) or Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF). 

With the winter months upon all of his here and temperatures as low as 8 degrees Fahrenheit the villages of Waza Khwa need assistance 

to endure the winter. Your Soldiers, while partnered with ANSF, have greatly assisted the district by conducting over 18 humanitarian aid 

operations to many villages. This type of operation is very important to the complex counter-insurgency fight and goes a long way in 

maintaining legitimacy in the government of Afghanistan. 

 Dealer did take time to celebrate Thanksgiving Day. SGT Shishido and his team of cooks prepared a remarkable dinner meal for 

all the Soldiers. Dealers took this day to rest and conduct the first annual Waza Khwa NCAA X-box football tournament. CPT Powell 

took the title. We also conducted a hot wing eating contest, where SPC Hujo took the crown devouring over 30 flaming hot wings. How-

ever, Thanksgiving is not complete unless there is NFL football. Dealer Soldiers stayed up late and into the next morning watching the 

games in the chow hall.  The day was a huge success.  

 With December in full swing we have to say goodbye to CPT Jesse Powell, the Executive Officer since March 2010. He will 

transition home and prepare for the Captain‟s Career Course at Ft. Benning, GA. and then take command of a company. CPT Powel l has 

been a phenomenal leader for Dealer and his performance is nothing less than brilliant. Dealer is losing a great leader and a friend. Best 

wishes to him and his fiancée Megan.   

 However, with loss there is gain. 1LT Donnie Bradford, 3rd Platoon Leader, has moved up to fill the boots as Executive Officer. 

He has taken this new position by storm and continues to keep this company moving in the right direction. 

 To the FRG: thank you for the outstanding support you are providing the Families and friends back home. You all are an integral 

part of this team and we all appreciate the dedication and sacrifices you do for this company.  

 Again, Happy Holidays! 

~CPT Cole DeRosa, Dealer 6, Commander                                                                                                                                    

~1SG Brian Gemmill, Dealer 7, First Sergeant  

Delta Company FRG Leader:            

Melissa Gemmill                                             

337-353-1043                                            

Email: deltacompanyfrg@gmail.com 

Delta Company Rear Detachment:               

SGT Joshua Drake                                         

270-412-6834 

joshua.kent.drake@us.army.mil 

Turkey Day X-Box NCAA Championship 

Dealer prepares for 

Air Assault 
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1st Platoon 

Friends and Families, 

 Thanksgiving has come and gone for 1st Platoon Dealer Company.  

During the month of November we have continued working closely with our 

ANSF partners.  During Thanksgiving week, we spent 6 days in the village of 

Palau, while engineers constructed a new Afghan National Army compound.  

The new compound will increase the presence of coalition troops in Sar Hawza 

district, and help maintain security in the local villages.  After a few very cold 

nights in Palau, the platoon returned to Sar Hawza on Thanksgiving afternoon, 

just in time for a traditional Thanksgiving feast.  The biggest meal of the year 

was a great way to be welcomed back after a week of MRE‟s.  

  In addition to the new construction in Palau, we have been busy in 

other areas as well.  Patrols have routinely visited Soltani, including a humani-

tarian aid mission to distribute bags of rice to those in need during the Muslim holiday Eid.  

As we move into winter, we are continuing to build relationships with elders in local villages.  

We will continue to work with them in the following months, bettering their standard of living as well as overall security.  Recent missions 

to Soltani have resulted in a much better line of communication between coalition troops and elders in the village.  The elders were ex-

tremely reluctant to talk to us a short time ago, but now routinely visit Sar Hawza to talk about their village and upcoming projects in the 

area.   

 We would also like to congratulate PFC Jones on his recent promotion. 

3rd Platoon 

 Another busy month has come and gone for 3rd Platoon Delta Company.  

Throughout the month of November 3rd Platoon has conducted numerous opera-

tions throughout the entire Province of Paktika.  3rd Platoon is focused mainly in 

and around the Sharana Area, however, due to serving as the primary Battalion 

Quick Reaction Force they have been able to expand their influence across the en-

tire Battalion‟s battle space.  These Soldiers have done everything from scaling 

mountains with hundreds of pounds of gear and equipment to Air Assaulting into 

villages in order to conduct key leader engagements and interact with the populace 

of Afghanistan. 

 Over the past month PFC Manuel Calderon has been promoted to the rank 

of Specialist and was also awarded an Army Achievement Medal for his out-

standing performance in theatre.  SPC Calderon was recognized for not only his 

outstanding performance “outside the wire” during combat operations, but also his 

willingness to act as the main point of contact for all 3rd platoon vehicle mainte-

nance.  SPC Calderon is tasked with ensuring all vehicles remain fully mission 

capable despite the batter they take crossing over the treacherous terrain of Af-

ghanistan. 

 Thanksgiving served as a potential highpoint throughout the month of 

November.  3rd Platoon was fortunate enough to indulge in a full course Thanksgiv-

ing meal, as well as, participate in the HHC Flag Football “Turkey Bowl” Game.  

The football game, Officers versus Enlisted, was conducted on FOB Sharana and 

concluded with a final score of 56-42 enlisted Soldiers emerging victorious. 

 Your Soldiers are working hard and appreciate your continuous support as 

they defend our country and support the people of Afghanistan. 

PV2 Nieves dismounts up a steep slope                                   

in Soltani Village 

PFC Anthony helped a young Afghan child 

with an injured arm 

SPC Escarsega entering an individual into 

our biometrics program 
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     4th Platoon 

Greetings to all friends and family of 4th Platoon from FOB Kushamond! 

 This is November edition and the third newsletter from FOB Kushamond. 

 The men from 4th Platoon are in high spirits and doing a tremendous job in the district of Kushamond.  To date, we have con-

ducted 56 successful combat patrols!  The satellite to the MWR was down for a few weeks and correspondence was limited but the satel-

lite is back up.  The men of 4th Platoon stayed vigilant and continued to do excellent work in the district of Kushamond. 

 PV2 Ackerman, SPC Arthur, PFC Handelman, PFC Hoyle, SPC Mercer, PFC Sharkey and 1LT. Basile received their combat 

infantry badges (CIB) on November 22nd.  The ceremony was conducted with the Battalion Commander and Command Sergeant Major.  

Many of the Soldiers in 4th Platoon already had CIBs from previous deployments but receiving a CIB is a very special honor. 

 SPC Aguiar and PFC Hoyle both received an Army Achievement Medal (AAM) for working all night on September 22nd to fix 

broken vehicles and then conducted a mission on the next day.  Their hard work and dedication led to 4 th PLT being mission capable and 

making Kushamond a safer district.  Many more awards are in the process of being approved. 

 This month, we also celebrated the Islam holiday of Eid, which is a 4 day long festival.  Many Soldiers ate Afghan made beef and 

rice, and also played Volleyball with the Afghan National Army and Afghan National Police. 

 This Thanksgiving  was a memorable Holiday.  It was tough not celebrating with Family back home but 4 th PLT has become a 

family.  Everyone received a Turkey dinner with mashed potatoes, stuffing and ice cream (a welcome treat).  We also participated in a 

Company Sports Contest (golf, baseball, and football).  We were not the most athletic Platoon but we had a lot of fun. 

 PFC Handelman and SPC Lane were promoted this month.  They both deserved the promotion and please congratulate them on 

their success. 

 4th PLT received SPC Williams and SFC McDowell back from leave.  Their presence will help the Platoon tremendously.  PV2 

McMurtery and SPC Aguiar are on leave and their presence will be missed.   

 4th PLT also received a new soldier: PV2 Meadows.  He has been welcomed to the Platoon and has already conducted numerous 

patrols. 

 The continued support with the Soldiers has been tremendous.  Without your strong support and strength on the home front, our 

Platoon would not be effective.  You are keeping these men strong and the packages they receive are extremely important.   

 We are looking forward to Christmas and continuing our rendezvous with destiny. 

 

  -1LT. Basile, AIR ASSAULT! 
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Echo Company  “Wolfpack” 

Wolfpack Families and Friends, 

 One more month down and one less to go!  Time is starting to pass more quickly as we get further into this deployment.   The 

Wolfpack is staying busy, which always helps time seem to go by faster.  During the last month, there have been several changes here.  The 

weather has changed and it is much colder now; however, it is still not as cold here as it has been in Clarksville recently.    

 As most of you know by now, we did get our Company internet system established this month.  While there are adequate resources 

available for internet use, like the MWR (morale, welfare and recreation) facility, it is nice to have internet capability in our rooms.  1SG 

Aldrich reached deep down into his signaleer soul to bring out the technical skills necessary to set up a satellite internet system.  It is good  

to have a signal First Sergeant, even though we all know he is a logistician at heart.   As you might expect, there was no shortage of people 

willing to help with the set up process.  Once all the components were received, the system was up and running in no time.  Currently, any-

one in the company who wants to use the system has the opportunity to do so.  Right now it costs users about $30 a month to have access.  

This is extremely reasonably priced compared to most internet access in a deployed environment. In Iraq most Soldiers were paying any-

where from $60-$100 monthly for internet access.  While the internet is slower than the access most of us are used to in the states, it is fast 

enough for soldiers to browse the web, instant message and even webcam Family and friends through programs such as Skype.   

 During the last month the Company has continued to do what it does:  fix equipment, deliver supplies and prepare food.  Every-

thing is going relatively smoothly and we continue to provide sustainment and improve as an organization.  We have had several Soldiers 

decide to continue service this month and re-enlist.  Currently, our Company has one of the best retention rates in the Brigade.   

 Thanksgiving was a good time for the Wolfpack. We were able to enjoy a good meal and our cooks at each location really went 

above and beyond to give everyone a taste of home.  Although we all wish we could have broken bread with our families, we did have a 

good meal with our deployed family.  The Christmas season is definitely among us.  Mail packages have increased in quantity and the 

Troops have started to decorate the CP and the barracks hallways with a little Christmas cheer.   

 Thanks so much for all of your continued support.  Have a wonderful Holiday Season! 

       Very Respectfully,                                                                                        

     ~CPT Justin Bowman, Com-

Your Echo Company FRG Leaders:                 

Kristin Bowman  931-591-3174                 

Cindy Cox  931-801-5765                       

Email: echoco.wolfpack@gmail.com 

Echo Company Rear Detachment:        

SSG Korin Sheldon                                     

270-956-1777 

karin.r.sheldon@us.army.mil 

PFC Cottoner doing a little 

construction for the barracks  

2LT Goodin on a mission  
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Echo Company  “Wolfpack”    ~continued 

WOLFPACK SPOTLIGHT 

This month’s Wolfpack Spotlight Soldiers are PV2 Johnathan 
Stratton and SPC    Phillip Balles.  These two Soldiers are mem-
bers of our COIST (basically our company level intel analysts).  
They spend their days, and many times nights, operating in the 
TOC and communicating with the other Companies in the Bat-
talion. They interpret intelligence reports and break down the 
information so the rest of us can understand what is going on 
and how it directly affects our operations.  They are an integral 
part of our unit’s success.      

PV2 Imhoff operating a 350GPM at Mata Khan  

Happy Holidays! 

Soldiers setting up the  

internet dish  


