
Red Currahee Nation,  
It is hard to believe that it is now time for block leave and that the holiday 

season is upon us.  I want to thank all of the volunteers who made the Red Curra-
hee Battalion Christmas Party an amazing event.  We are truly blessed in Red Cur-
rahee that not only are our Soldiers amazing, but our Volunteers and wives are 
equally remarkable!  CSM Velez and I want to again thank you for your steadfast 
support of your Soldiers and the Red Currahee Nation.  Thank you to everyone who 
participated and especially to those who donated their time to prepare a dish or pur-
chase an item for all to enjoy. I would like to personally thank Santa Clause for fly-
ing in and spending some time with us.  CSM and I hope that all of the Soldiers and 
Families who attended had a great night.  
 
Not only are our Red Currahee Soldiers currently preparing for block leave, but we 
are also preparing for the Brigade’s deployment to the Joint Readiness Training 
Center. Look for updates and photos of the training event in the New Year on our 
Facebook page. If you are not a member yet, please subscribe, as it is a great way 
to see our Soldiers in action and stay current on the latest information!  
 
I would like to invite all of you to attend Baker Company’s Change of Command on 
the 13th of December at 1100.   CPT Alex Kaivan will assume command of Baker 
Company.  On behalf of the Red Currahee Nation I would like to thank CPT Joel 
and Lane Everett for all they did to support the Baker Company Family over the 
past 14 months.  They will be missed. 
 
As block leave begins, CSM Velez and I would like to remind our Soldiers and 
Families to enjoy the time together and stay safe!  As joyous as the holiday season 
is, it is often the time when Soldiers and family members let their guard down and 
this can lead to problems. Remember we all represent not only the Army, but our 
historic and proud Battalion. Please keep a watchful eye out for one another to en-
sure we all make it safely back from leave and prepare for the year ahead. Have a 
wonderful holiday season!  
 
Upcoming Key Dates:  
14 December 1300 Battalion Safety Brief and Release formation 
14 December to 01 January Block Leave 
22-25 December Christmas DONSA 
29 December to 01 January New Year’s DONSA 
02 January 1100 Work Call 
04 January 1000 Pre-Deployment Briefing @ the FRC 
07 January 6:00 PM Pre-Deployment Briefing @ Wilson Theater 
January JRTC Deployment, Fort Polk, Louisiana  

Finally, thank you to all of our Soldiers and their Families for your service to our Na-
tion, with a special thanks to the spouses who support all of us serving in uniform. 

          

         Currahee!                                                                                                    

          ~LTC Greg Beaudoin, Battalion Commander 

 

From the Battalion Command Team…... 
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. As Christmas approaches I begin to think of gifts. At this stage in my life I think of the 

gifts I’m giving as much as or more than anything I’ll get. But being in the Army and study-

ing theology has as caused me to realize that we have a general confusion over the differ-

ence between rewards and gifts.  We have to look no further then Santa Claus to see the 

confusion. As a kid, I was frustrated with the whole naughty or nice thing. I knew myself 

pretty well and knew that I had been a jerk, lied about homework being done, taken my 

brother’s stuff, and done other assorted naughty stuff. There was no need to check the list 

twice.  So hearing that good old Saint Nick had a list caused me to understand that I 

would get no reward under the Christmas tree for being nice. Because I understood the 

basic idea of rewards, you get paid for what you do. With a reward you get what you earn 

or deserve.  If you are good you get a new bike, a puppy or a new 15in Macbook Pro with 

retina display. If you are bad, well you get coal in your stocking or sent to Fort Polk. In the 

Army we know what a reward is; we understand earning and deserving stuff. That’s the 

way the Army works. And if doesn’t work that way Soldiers are quick to point out a reward 

given that wasn’t earned or deserved.  

Back to me as a kid, the thing that confused me with Santa was he supposedly gave gifts, 

presents. And gifts are different from rewards. Gifts are free. They aren’t earned. And here 

is the important - part they aren’t deserved. A gift is freely given to a person without their 

earning it, and sometimes despite what they have done.   A gift is given with no strings 

attached or debts owed. So Santa is confused.  He is supposed to give gifts, but instead 

he checks his list as if he’s giving rewards. So what to do with a confused jolly old elf?  Do 

I hope for a free gift or do I try as hard as I can to make up for all the bad stuff and earn 

that Macbook Pro.  

I’m sure my kids are also confused. I try to run my family based on the principle behind 

what makes a gift a gift. That principle is called grace. Grace is unearned love, love that 

isn’t deserved. It’s the love a Mother has for her infant, an infant that only cries, eats and 

messes up diapers. Sometimes grace is love for the guilty. Grace is the exact opposite of 

what Santa does. I love my kids even when they are clearly guilty of doing stupid stuff like 

being a jerk, lying about their homework and taking each other’s stuff.  But, I also some-

time treat them like my love has to be earned and deserved. And when I do that I’m con-

fused and I’m frustrating them and setting them up for failure. They can never earn or de-

serve the love, the presents, the food, house, the stuff, and the care and sacrifice my wife 

and I have given them.  So if they try, they will either fail, or I will lie to them and tell them 

that what they’ve done is enough, when it clearly isn’t.  A better course is to tell them I 

love them not because of what they’ve done, but because of who they are, my kids.  

Grace is of course older than Santa Clause. The idea of giving gifts that weren’t earn or 

deserved goes back a ways. It goes back to Adam and Eve. Adam was given the Garden 

of Eden before he did much more then breath.  God has been doing this thing called 

grace for awhile. He gave a gift that started Christmas, his son Jesus Christ. That gift can’t 

be earn or deserved, it can only be accepted as it was freely given. So as Christmas ap-

proaches this year, think of gifts and grace and a love so rich and free that it could never 

be earn or deserved.  

                    Grace and Peace,  

        ~ CH (CPT) Rob Cox 
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Chaplain Cox can be 

reached at                     

270-798-9486                   

Chaplain’s Corner: 

 



HHC Families and Friends, 

 Over the past month, we have remained extremely busy as we pre-

pare for the Holiday Season, block leave, and our upcoming JRTC rotation at 

Fort Polk, LA.   I hope that you had an enjoyable Thanksgiving break, and 

were able to take the opportunity to relax with loved ones. 

 Prior to the Thanksgiving break, HHC helped to support the battalion 

during the ITC, or the intensive training cycle.  This was a block of training 

dedicated to mounted gunnery, platoon level situational training exercises, 

and dismounted maneuver.  The staff sections worked extremely hard to en-

sure that our sister companies were well supported for the duration of the ex-

ercise. 

  In the middle of the month, we participated in the Red Currahee chili and dessert cook-off.  The 

chili cook-off was a consolidated FRG meeting and social activity.  We received great support, entering 

numerous entries into the competition.  The event was a great opportunity for Families to enjoy a hot 

meal, engage in friendly competition, and find out more information about their 

FRG.  A special thanks to 1LT Ryan Van Wie and his wife Haley for their win-

ning dessert – mint chocolate chip cookies! 

 Prior to the Thanksgiving weekend, we participated in several activities.  

The Infantry Officers in the battalion were pinned with 506th crossed rifles by 

COL Keaveny prior to serving a traditional Thanksgiving meal in the dining facil-

ity.  On the Wednesday prior to Thanksgiving, Offi-

cers and NCO’s squared off in the 1st annual Red 

Currahee Turkey Bowl, a battle for flag football 

dominance.  The NCO’s made it a close game, but the Red Currahee Offi-

cers won by a score of 28-14.   

 The late weeks of November and early part of December have been 

dedicated to preparation for the move to Fort Polk.  Your Soldiers have been 

working extremely hard over the past several months.  I urge you to all take 

the opportunity to enjoy the holiday block leave period.  Soldiers will be re-

leased at 1300 on 14 December, and block leave will officially begin on 15 

December.  The first post-block leave formation will be at 1100 on 2 January.   

 Thank you for your continued support!  I hope everybody has a happy and safe block leave pe-

riod, and enjoys the opportunity to spend time with 

loved ones! 

 

~CPT Tad Reed, HHC Commander  

Headquarters & Headquarters Co                       
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The Officers of HHC serve a 

traditional Thanksgiving dinner 

in the brigade dining facility. 

HHC’s display at the Chili 

Cook-Off dominated the 

competition! 

Red Currahee Officers and 

NCO’s pause for a picture after 

the Turkey Bowl 

Your HHC FRG Leaders:    

Misty Reed  231-343-1401 

Jen Nicholson 931-338-8713                                                                                               

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.com 



Able Families, 

 November has been yet another productive month in Able Company, and December is shaping up to 
be equally substantial in our preparation for the Joint Readiness Training Center at Fort Polk, LA, in January.  
We squeezed every ounce of preparation and training possible out of our twenty work-days in November; and 
I hope you and your Soldier thoroughly enjoyed the Veteran’s Day and Thanksgiving weekends!    At the be-
ginning of November, your generous donations of your time and gently-used items made the Red Currahee 
Swap-Meet a resounding success for the families of Red Currahee, the Brigade, and the Division. 

During the week bridging the Veteran’s Day and Thanksgiving weekends, your Soldier conducted 
mounted and dismounted Platoon missions.  During the dismounted mission, each platoon conducted a diffi-
cult night-movement through heavily wooded terrain in almost total darkness.  In the middle of this week of 
intensive training, we took pause for our November FRG meeting and the Red Currahee Chili Cook-Off.  Con-
gratulations to Melissa and SSG Allen who won the “Best Heat” category!  After filling our bellies, the Com-
pany returned to the field to conduct section mounted-gunnery.  Able Company Soldiers again set the stan-
dard for the level of competence and professionalism displayed during day and night live-fire exercises.  Your 
Soldier went directly from mounted live-fire to our Company air-assault situational training exercise.  Sup-
ported by the Battalion Mortars and Scouts, and working with lift and scout aviation, the men of Able de-
scended rapidly onto their objective and performed exceptionally to close out the intensive training cycle.  
Your Soldier has achieved an exemplary level of combat readiness, and we are on-track to be truly ready to 
deploy.  The gains we have made in the field over the past months will pay dividends in the challenges to 
come. 

We began the month of December by loading the Company’s equipment for transport to JRTC.  The 
Battalion Christmas Party at the D.W. Recreation Center was a great success; thank you to all those who at-
tended and especially to our volunteers who made it happen!  We hope you had a good time with Santa!  We 
will finish the training-year with our sign-out for block leave the afternoon of 14 December.  Leave concludes 
with sign-in and 11:00 a.m. work formation on 2 January 2013.  Select personnel will begin to deploy to JRTC 
on 3 January, with the bulk of the Company set to deploy between 7 and 9 January.  Be sure to attend one of 
two pre-deployment briefs on 4 January from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., or on 7 January from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

With the holidays upon us already, with JRTC in a matter of weeks, and with an announced plan for 
deployment in spring of 2013, we must continue to improve our systems as a Company FRG.  Please make 
sure your Soldier updates point-of-contact information to reflect any moves or changes so that we can ensure 
you are kept up to date.  Additionally, if you, your Soldier, or someone you know finds themselves in-need this 
winter, do not hesitate to contact me, 1SG Donaldson, other members of the Chain of Command, the Chap-
lain, or your FRG Co-Leaders to get those in-need connected with the multitude of resources available on and 
off-post.  Conversations with the Chaplain are confidential, and needs can often be met with a focus on pri-
vacy and always while maintaining dignity.  This applies to physical needs, emotional needs, and mental or 
relationship needs. 

Finally, we mourn with Chelsey and PVT Brandon Cream as they cope with the death of their infant 
son, Kayden, on 28 November 2012.  He was greatly-loved by his parents and is missed dearly.  Please keep 
this family in your thoughts as they continue to endure.  Thank you to all Soldiers and families who have sup-
ported the Creams during this unfathomable hardship. 

Thanks for your continued support of your Soldier. 

 

~CPT Ben Scott,  

Able Company Commander 

Able Company  “AKA” 
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Your Able FRG Leaders 
        Ashley Donaldson      910-583-7522  

            931-648-1993 (home) 
 

         Tracy Scott                865-207-0719 
Able FRG Email address: 
able1506frg@gmail.com 



 

 

Able Company  “AKA” 
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Your Able FRG Leaders 
        Ashley Donaldson      910-583-7522  

            931-648-1993 (home) 
 

         Tracy Scott                865-207-0719 
Able FRG Email address: 
able1506frg@gmail.com 

FRG Co-Leader’s Corner 

 

We are always looking for volunteers!  We have 
opportunities to provide input, to shape the direc-
tion of the FRG, and to help Families at whatever 
level of involvement you desire!  Additionally, we 
are currently in search of additional key-callers and 
a Company Treasurer.  To be a key-caller, you 
need a modest monthly time commitment, a 
phone, and a desire to talk to families.  To be the 
treasurer, requirements are to be able to balance a 
checkbook and a willingness to donate about thirty 
minutes per month! 



Baker Company  “Outlaws” 
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Your Baker  FRG Leader:    

Lane Everett  270-605-1341                                                                                             

FRG Email Address:  

bakerfrg@gmail.com 

Hello, Outlaw Families! 

November was yet another busy month for Baker Com-

pany.  Looking through the last year’s newsletters, I’m no-

ticing that’s a bit of a theme.  It’s okay: Red Currahee may 

train harder than anybody else, but that’s why we’re the 

best. 

Training during the month of November included vehicular 

gunnery from our MRAPs, platoon-level situational training 

exercises, and a number of ranges that allowed us to qualify all our new arrivals.  We 

have also packed our gear for our upcoming rotation at the Joint Readiness Training 

Center.  We will spend most of the month of the January at JRTC, conducting our Mis-

sion Readiness Exercise in preparation for our upcoming de-

ployment this Spring. 

It seems hard to believe, but the time 

has come already for me to rotate out 

of command.  Change of command 

will be conducted at the Currahee Me-

morial at 1100 on the 13
th
.  It has been 

my honor to command Baker Com-

pany for the last fourteen months.  Your soldiers are great 

Americans, and I know this company will do an outstanding 

job during the upcoming deployment.  Please provide CPT Alex Kaivan, the new com-

mander, with the same level of support that you have provided Lane and me.  He’s the 

right guy for the job, and he’ll take good care of your soldiers. 

 

  -CPT Joel Everett,  

  Baker Company Commander 

 
 
 

FRG Leader’s Corner 

As I move out of Baker Company, I want to say 

thanks to all of those who have volunteered 

their time over this past year to make phone 

calls and provide food for events!  My volun-

teers have been so valuable to making this a 

great part of my Army life, and I wish the new 

leadership and the FRG the best of luck for the 

upcoming deployment! 

Lane Everett 

A Baker Soldier conducts advanced rifle 

marksmanship training. 

‘Outlaw’ Soldiers dismounts during 

the Intensive Training Cycle. 

Baker conducts maneuver during a 

recent training event. 



Charlie Company  “Gunfighters” 
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 Gunfighter Family & Friends: 

 During the month of November, Gunfighter Company continued to exhibit outstanding work-ethic, pro-

fessionalism and skill as we prepare to deploy to the Joint Readiness Training Center (JRTC). Your Soldiers 

jumped right back into training with the Machine Gun Leader Course, where members of our Weapons 

Squads honed their techniques and procedures. The 1SG and I couldn’t be more proud of our Weapons 

Squad Soldiers or confident in their ability to perform exceptionally in combat.  

 Following the Machine Gun Leader’s Course, the Company moved into an Intensive Training Cycle 

where Soldiers were assigned as drivers, truck commanders or gunners negotiating a Mounted Live Fire Ex-

ercise. The Training Cycle culminated with a nighttime, 8 kilometer dismounted raid on an enemy OP where 

Soldiers marched over the frost covered ground until daylight came and the order to attack was given. Once 

again, your Gunfighters showed why they are “Best of the Best,” maneuvering, communicating and shooting 

to defeat the enemy during these realistic training missions.  

 Immediately following the Intensive Training Cycle Gunfighter Company enjoyed a Thanksgiving meal 

served up by all the Officers and Senior NCOs in the Brigade. After a well deserved Thanksgiving vacation, 

the Company returned to qualify on all assigned weapons, ensuring each Soldier had the training, compe-

tence and confidence to employ their weapon throughout JRTC. Soldiers of the Company qualified on the 

M249 Squad Automatic Weapon, M9 Pistol, M4 Rifle and M203 Grenade Launcher. Select members of the 

Company, recognized for their marksmanship, attended a Squad Designated Marksman Course where they 

were taught by the BN Scouts how to shoot the M14 Rifle. These Soldiers will provide the Company with the 

unmatched advantage of Long Range Marksmanship and we are thankful for their skill. I know we’ll call upon 

them in the near future, and I’m confident in their ability to meet the challenge. 

 I want to welcome all of the Officers, NCO’s, and Soldiers whom have joined our ranks this month. 

Without a doubt, I know they will bring to this Company a multitude of knowledge and skills. Please join me in 

welcoming the following Soldiers and their families to the Gunfighter family: 

   
            - 

   

 

RANK NAME SPOUSE CHILDREN PLATOON 

1LT Thomas Frain Markiya Briydon (5) 3C 

1LT Jake Allen     HQ 

SFC Stephen Bouleris Jenny Alexander (1) 2C 

SSG Charles Reed     HQ 

SGT James Cloutier Lindsey Cash (2) 3C 

SGT Chad Fields Samantha   1C 

SGT Thomas Gossett Karen   HQ 

SGT Christopher Perez     3C 

SGT Nicolas Shaw     2C 

SGT Tyler Walker     1C 

SGT Charles Sellick Shelby   1C 

SPC Daniel Sullivan     3C 



1SG Geleney with 3rd Platoon Weapons Squad 

(SSG Nohelty, SPC Bailey, & SPC Eichler) at the 

Weapons Squad Leader Course 

SPC Bailey engages targets with the  M240B  MG at the  

Weapons Squad Leader Course 

Charlie Company  “Gunfighters” 
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 I also want to congratulate all the soldiers that graduated from Air Assault School: SPC Abbott, SPC 

Beatty, PV1 Puerta, PFC Mcgillivray, SPC Phillips and PFC Hernandez; our Company’s readiness increases 

exponentially due to their success. Lastly, three Officers and NCOs were promoted this month; to the rank of 

SGT: SGT Ameigh, SGT Bellefeuille, SGT Sellick; to the rank of SFC: SFC Robinson; to the rank of 1LT: 1LT 

Frain and 1LT Gregor; and to the rank of CPT: CPT Kane. 1SG and I are extremely proud of these men and 

they are the reason that Gunfighter is the “best of the best!” 

 Thank you for your continued support. 

              -     
                              ~CPT Michael Finch,  

Charlie Company Commander 

 

 

 

   Your Charlie FRG Leaders:    

   Alison Finch 706-536-3497 

       Grace Geleney 337-718-2165   

FRG E-mail Address:                                               

Charlie Company Officers are awarded the 506th 

Infantry Crossed Rifles prior to serving the 

Thanksgiving meal. 

1st Platoon Soldiers clear a hallway while clearing a 

building during ITC 



Delta Company  “Deathdealers” 
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Greetings to the Dealer Families! 

I hope everyone is enjoying the holidays.  Currently we are pre-
paring to depart for our Brigade level Mission Readiness Exercise 
in January at Fort Polk, Louisiana for our upcoming deployment to 
Afghanistan in spring 2013.  I appreciate your preparations with 
your Soldiers for their upcoming deployments. 

This month your Dealers trained in individual marksmanship skills 
and a night foot movement in to a dawn raid.  Dealer is performing 
admirably by helping to train other companies in vehicle tactics 

and machine gunnery.  We also pre-
pared to defeat the IED threat and 
packed out much of our equipment for Fort Polk.   

We had a great turn out for our swap meet and chili cookoff dur-
ing this month.  Thanks to those who donated, participated, 
cooked, and ate.  

On 1 NOV the company took every one out to a qualification 
range to train all the new soldiers on how to operate a large por-
tion of the available weapons from pistols to machine guns. We 
further trained machine gunnery on foot (5-6 NOV) and from a 
vehicle (7-8 NOV).  During the inten-

sive training cycle, we executed dismounted reconnaissance 
drills(14 NOV), a raid on a large building with vehicles(15 NOV), 
and immediately after our delicious chili every platoon executed 
a night tactical foot movement into a dawn raid(16 NOV).  All 
were kept warm by the chili.  On the 17

th
 and 18

th
 we executed 

our own two truck mounted live fire maintaining our own lethality.  
The end of the month has consisted of preparation for the Fort 
Polk deployment, as well as the official announcement of our up-
coming deployment.  

We had several Soldiers graduate from Air Assault school; 1LT 
Batcho, SPC Peters, and SPC Adams all earned their wings. 

In the next couple of months we will say farewell to 24 Soldiers and Families.  We thank you 
all and encourage you to stay in contact with the unit. 

Thank you for your outstanding support!   

      

          ~CPT Rob Panas,  

Dealer Company Commander 

Your Delta FRG Leaders:  
   

Jeana Bell     832-566-3833 
FRG Email:  

deltacompanyfrg@gmail.com 

Dealer Soldiers prepare to conduct a 

raid during the intensive training cycle 

1LT Chandler breaks away from the 

defense during the Red Currahee Tur-

key Bowl 

Dealer Soldiers pull security during 

recent training 



Page 10 

Echo Company  “Wolfpack” 
Happy Holidays Wolfpack Family and Friends, 

I hope all is well and all are in high spirits as the holidays approach. It has been a busy, but re-

warding time since I last wrote to the Wolfpack. Over the previous month, we have continued to train as 

we fight, and relentlessly provide responsive and seamless logistical 

support to the Red Currahee Nation. Executing our 5th Mounted Gunnery 

Live Fire Exercise, our troopers continue to hone their skills and get bet-

ter every day. It must be stated, that not only are the Soldiers of this 

company sound technicians of their MOS, but skilled and lethal warriors. 

Going forward, we will be decisively engaged as we prep ourselves and 

our equipment for the upcoming deployment to 

JRTC, Fort Polk, Louisiana. Undoubtedly, our 

Soldiers will rise to the task and execute all re-

quirements with ease. I would like congratulate 

our newly promoted Soldiers, CPT Bostick, 1LT 

Barnes, SSG Atchley, SPC Hampleton, PFC Torres, SPC Farl, and PFC Felix, 

all deserving Soldiers that are no doubt an asset to the Army.   

Key Dates to Remember:  

11 Dec: BN Christmas Party at DW Recreation Center 1800hr 

15 Dec-1 Jan: Holiday Block Leave Dates 

3 Jan: JRTC Deployment Brief at FRC 1000-1130 

7 Jan: JRTC Deployment Brief at FRC 1800-1930 

 
Finally, as the holidays and block leave, 1SG Louis and I would like to remind our Soldiers and 

Families to enjoy the time together and stay safe! And watch out for each other. 
 

   -CPT Kinard Egleton,  

Echo Company Commander  

Your Echo FRG Leader:    

Lavon Egleton  843-647-8391 

Eleshia Louis 210-837-3992 

FRG Email Address: 

echoco.wolfpack@gmail.com 

FRG Leader’s Corner 

Greetings Wolfpack!  I would like to officially welcome 

Eleshia Louis, who has graciously agreed to serve as our 

FRG Co-Leader.  I have no doubt that her years of ex-

perience volunteering will serve us well.  I am personally 

thrilled to have her as a member of the team and I’m sure 

you all will enjoy getting to know her as we enter a new 

year together.  

I’d also like to thank Rachel Smith, a long time Currahee 

spouse, for volunteering to be our Company Treasurer.  

CPT Egleton and I are so appreciative that you’ve agreed 

to help E. Co in this capacity and look forward to working 

with you. 

Congratulations to our newly 

promoted Soldiers. 

A Wolfpack  Soldiers supports the BN, 

conducting maintenance on a vehicle. 
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Recent Events 

1-506th Family       

Readiness Support     

Assistant: 

1LT Jim Gallagher 

270-956-0926  Office            

James.p.gallagher1@us.army.mil 


