
Task Force Red Currahee Family and Friends, 

 As I survey our first 6 months in Afghanistan, the sacrifice of our Fallen He-

roes and wounded Warriors weighs heavily on Task Force Red Currahee.  This sacri-

fice has produced significant gains for the Afghan people and has denied the enemy 

sanctuary.  Our presence in Afghanistan continues to make a tremendous difference.  

Tangible signs include more paved routes, more police and ANA and an improved 

presence by Afghan Security Forces in Western Paktika.  Our Soldiers deliver babies, 

provide Humanitarian Aid through the ANSF,  mentor Police, train the Afghan Army, 

build developmental projects (wells, clinics, irrigation canals, support erosion control 

measures, and agricultural training) and finally, we continue to improve security.  Our 

goal was to move security gains where the momentum achieved is irreversible and I am 

confident we have reached that point.  Our Afghan partners have built greater capacity 

and offer a better future than the enemy.  We will have difficulties over the next six 

months, but we will move forward.  Significant activities will be dictated by our opera-

tions as the enemy attempts to reverse our gains. 

 I would like to thank our Families for continued support.  Families continue to 

endure significant events without their spouse, son/daughter, or significant other.  Sol-

diers in Afghanistan celebrate the birth of a children, birthdays, and anniversaries while 

their Families selflessly carry on. 

 Thank you on behalf of Task Force Red Currahee. 

          

Currahee and Stands Alone! 

~LTC David Womack & CSM Charles Judd  

From the Battalion Command Team…... 
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 The inclusion of some unofficial information in this FRG newsletter has not increased the costs to the 

Government, in accordance with DoD 4525.8-M, Official Mail Management Manual. 

Join us for the Battalion 

Sunday Potluck at the 

Family Resource Center 

Mar 6th 4:00-6:00 pm 
                     

Join us for the Battalion 

Halfway Through 

Deployment Party at the 

Family Resource Center 

Feb 25th 6:30 pm 

See pg 4 for details! 
HHC Scouts interact with locals in a village 

Able Co at COP Yahya Khel gets a nice blanket of snow 



THE MEASURE OF A MAN: OUR IDENTITY, SECURITY, AND AUTHORITY 

 I have recently started a new sermon series from the Book of Ephesians entitled, “The Measure of a Man.” 

Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus is a profound work that addresses the four most important relationships in a 

person’s life. The specific relationships identified are those between husband and wife, parent and child, employee 

and employer, and the relationship between mankind and his Creator, the one, true living God.  

 Within the churches around Ephesus there were serious marital problems, disobedient children, insecure and 

indecisive parents, and injustice and strife within the workplace. Sounds familiar doesn’t it? Well the beauty of the 

eternal, inerrant and divinely inspired Word of God is that it not only identifies these fundamental problems we face 

as humans, but it provides revelation to the solution. That was Paul’s original occasion for writing the letter. He 

loved his congregations and wanted them to live life to the fullest, based on God’s very purpose and design in creat-

ing mankind. As Ephesians reveals, the key to experiencing joy and peace in these earthly relationships is rooted in 

having a relationship with God Himself. This is exactly where Paul begins his letter. 

 Paul reminds the church that their identity, security, and authority are rooted in their personal relationship 

with God. So often we are deceived into seeking identity in how we look, where we work and live, what we accom-

plish, what we own, and who we know. While these things aren’t inherently wrong, if they become what we base 

our identity, security, and authority on they become false gods. So often these pursuits are fueled by fear and shame 

of who we are and who we have been. Paul begins by affirming that despite our family of origin, faults and way-

wardness, God the Father has selected believers for adoption into His family. (Eph 1.3-6) This eternal adoption and 

familial identity is rooted in the sacrifice and redemption of the Son. (Eph 1.7-12) Finally, the relationship is con-

firmed by the sealing of the Holy Spirit. (Eph 1.13-14) All three members of the Godhead are involved in salvation 

and life, providing true identity and security that is authentic and eternal for anyone who would “hear the word of 

truth and believe in Him.” (Eph 1.13) 

 Based upon this genuine approval by God himself, one doesn’t have to resort to the inadequate and idola-

trous systems of establishing “importance,” “security,” and “authority” as those around us within society condescend 

to. As we share in the same problems facing mankind over 1900 years ago, so too we can share in the only viable 

solution. Our attitudes and actions within our earthly relationships between husband and wife, parent and child, and 

employee and employer reflect the heavenly relationship we have, or do not have, with God. In other words, our be-

liefs and behaviors should be influenced by this heavenly relationship, provided that the relationship exists. 

 I challenge you as I have challenged our Soldiers. From what are you attempting to draw your importance, 

security, and authority from? If it is anything other than an eternal relationship with the God who has created you it 

is desperately inadequate and will eventually fade. As we walk through this sermon series here in Afghanistan, I 

challenge you to read through the entire book of Ephesians and apply these eternal principles with us so that we 

might grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is indeed is the only true hope we have for 

continuously experiencing joy and peace within our homes and workplaces.  

 

 For His Glory,                                                                                                                                                     

~CH (CPT) Michael Johnson 

Red Currahee Chaplain’s Corner……. 
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College Scholarship Information from Fort Campbell and more! 
 

 Fort Campbell Enlisted Spouses’ Club Scholarship – http://www.101stesc.net/scholarships 

 Fort Campbell Officer Spouse’s Club Scholarship – http://fortcampbellosc.webs.com/scholarshipapplications.htm 

 DECA (Commissary) Scholarships – http://www.deca.org/scholarships/                                                                    

 AER (Army Emergency Relief) Scholarships – http://www.aerhq.org/education.asp 

 506th Infantry Association Scholarship Info:   $2000 In College Scholarships To Be Offered 

The 506th Association is now accepting applications for our 2011 College Scholarships. This year the Scholarship Committee will be able to award at 

least two $1000 scholarships due to generous donations from our membership. Go here for application information http://www.506infantry.org/

projects/scholarshipfund.html 

Applicants are reminded to include their mailing address, phone number, and email address with their application. In addition, items that are sent with 

the application cannot be returned. Do not send original documentation as photo copies of important papers will be accepted. 

Questions may be directed to me at AlfredMay@aol.com or sent to my mailing address which is listed in the application procedures. 

Established by SFC(R) Joseph F. Foster, Jr. (HHC, 2nd BN, 1969-1970) and SSG(R) Melissa D. Snock 

1. Purpose: to provide financial aid to students attending undergraduate or graduate programs at colleges and universities in the United States 

of America. 

2. Eligibility Requirements: 

 a. The applicant or the applicant's parent, grandparent, spouse, or sibling must have served with the 506th Infantry. 

 b. The applicant must be accepted at or already attending the Institution to which this scholarship money will be sent. 

3. Application Procedure: 

 a. No formal application form is used. 

 b. The application shall consist of a typed letter in which the applicant will discuss the following subjects: 

  i. Personal achievements 

  ii. Career objectives 

  iii. Any subject the applicant considers relevant 

 c. The application and documentation shall be mailed between January 1 and April 30 to 

  The 506th Scholarship Committee 

  c/o Alfred May 

  30 Sweetman Lane 

  West Milford, NJ 07480-2933 

4. Required Documentation: 

 a. Some form of written proof of paragraph 2a or a written statement explaining why such proof cannot be obtained. 

 Do not send original documents, as they cannot be returned. Photocopies of these documents will be accepted. 

 b. A High School Transcript if the applicant has not completed one year of College. If the applicant has completed one 

 year of College, a College Transcript is required in lieu of a High School Transcript. 

 c. Some form of written proof of paragraph 2b. 

 

More information http://www.506infantry.org/projects/scholarshipfund.html 

Scholarship Information 
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Family Readiness Office 

Page 4 Red Currahee Press 

1-506th Family       

Readiness Support     

Assistant (FRSA): 

Tammy Phillips 

270-956-0926  Office           

931-472-5640  Cell 

Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil 

Want to make a difference? 

Want to help out?  Contact 

your FRG Leader about  

Volunteer opportunities! 

Get ready for our Halfway 

Through Deployment 

party!! 

Feb 25th at 6:30 pm at the 

FRC.  

Come learn how to play 

BUNCO! 

This event is only for 

adults. 

Moving or Going Out of Town?? 

Please be sure to let us know if you are moving, changing 

phone numbers, or emails so we will have your current con-

tact information.  

If you are traveling out of town, please send Tammy your 

travel dates and the address where you will be located, just 

in case of emergency. 

                                             

 

Search groups for 1-506th Infantry Regiment, 4BCT. If you can’t find us, 

send an email and we will invite you. This is a “Group” not a “Page”. A 

group is more secure and you have to be approved to join. Check the group 

site often for information! 

We have found that sometimes requests to join and messages do not always 

come through on Facebook. If you send a message or a request to join and 

do not get a response, please email Tammy. 

Families and Soldiers follow these steps to register: 

1. Go to www.armyfrg.org 

2. On the left, click on "Find An FRG" 

3. Choose the state of KY, Choose Fort Campbell 

4. FRGs are listed in numerical order, scroll down to the 4's.  Click on "4th Brigade 

Combat Team, 101 ABN DIV".  

5. You will be prompted to enter you and your Soldier’s information.  You will need 

the Soldier's last 4 of the SSN.  If you are accepted, you are done.  If you happen to 

vFRG Website 

 

 

Interested in becoming a POC (Point of Contact) for your Company FRG? 

If so, please join us on March 1st at 6:30 pm at the FRC to learn more! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Congratulations to Sheryll Shorter, HHC FRG Co-Leader for     

being awarded the Ft Campbell Division Rear Detachment Coin  



Hello to all Hellraiser Families and Friends, 

 

 Over the last month, the men of HHC have continued to aggressively patrol the Battalion‟s area of operations. Winter has finally 

set in, and the temperatures are very cold. However, your Soldiers continue to accomplish the mission with ease. Throughout the month, 

the Company focused on ensuring that the Battalion was set up for success and that all of the outlying COPS and FOBS are well supplied 

and equipped. The Battalion TOC continues to command and control all operations, ensuring all elements are synchronized and have sup-

port during operations. HHC maneuver elements continue to focus on improving quality of life, security and developing governance in the 

Sharana District. Also the entire Company continues to work with our Afghan partners to develop their forces and build a cohesive unit. 

During this time of year, I want to personally thank all Families for their unwavering support. Our Soldiers receive words of encourage-

ment, and care packages daily keeping them in good spirits. We could not do this without your support. I am very appreciative of every-

thing and truly realize how blessed the men and families are within this great organization.  

Happy New Year!!!   ~CPT Todd Tompkins, Commander 

 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company—HHC 
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Your HHC FRG Leadership Team:    

Annette Tompkins  440-221-7949                                                                                              

Sheryll Shorter  706-442-7082                                                         

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.com 

 HHC Rear Detachment:    

SSG Richard McMahon 

270-412-4902 

richard.a.mcmahon@us.army.mil 

S1 Shop 

The month of January has proved essential as our shop has worked 

furiously to ensure the last of your Holiday Packages were distributed 

out to your Red Currahee Soldiers. As we were wrapping the last push 

of holiday packages to the Soldiers, we started working each Soldiers 

End of Tour Award for 800 Red Currahees. This process is time con-

suming due to the amount of Awards being processed at one time. We 

will continue into the month of February working and supporting each 

Red Currahee and ensuring they are taking care of. We miss you all 

and appreciate all of your support.  

 

1LT Daniel Johnson (S1 OIC) 

SSG Garcia 

interacting 

with the locals  

S2 Shop 

Happy New Year! This past month for the S2 section started our 

Analyst exchange by sending SPC Davey and PV2 Hubbell to 

the line units to get some battlefield experience. This enabled our 

younger Soldiers to experience a different mind state on how 

their analysis overall effects the BN‟s Soldiers. Their experi-

ences were very beneficial to the section. Throughout the rest of 

the month continued operations and planning has been the focus. 

We hope that everyone back at home station is staying warm and 

not getting effected to much by all the horrible weather. Stay 

well and we are half way there. 

SFC Kirk Weaver, Platoon Sergeant 

SPC Perdue 

sorting mail  



Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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S4 Shop 

During the month of January, we as the S4 shop said our goodbyes 

to 1LT Tebbs and CPT Morris. 1LT Tebbs is attending Ranger 

School and CPT Morris will be acting as Battalion Executive Offi-

cer before he moves onto the Captain’s Career Course. The S4 shop 

also welcomed 1LT Lessard, the new S4 and 1LT Basile, the new 

assistant S4. During this month we have been extremely busy refit-

ting TF Red Currahees’ Forward Operating Bases. SGT Gray has 

been doing an excellent job as the FOB Sharana S4 NCOIC, distrib-

uting all the incoming supplies to the outlying Companies. Don, the 

S4 translator, has been constantly contributing and deals with the 

Afghan workers the shop contracts. SPC Avitia has been pulling all 

of the leg-work and has been extremely effective. SSG Drayton, the 

overall S4 NCOIC has been in Bagram with Private Brockway, dis-

tributing all of the supplies to Sharana. We miss everyone and 

thanks for all of your support.  

1LT Ryan Melton  

S6 Shop 

Throughout the month of January, the S-6 shop remained very busy 

continuing to ensure that the Battalion had unhindered communica-

tion across the area of operation. We also visited each FOB to set up 

AFN TV, to ensure Soldiers had the ability to enjoy some down 

time. This month SPC Keene is being promoted to the rank of Ser-

geant. We miss all of you and hope everyone had a Happy New 

Year.  

SFC Charles Koerner  

S3 Shop  

This month in January in the S3 shop, we have introduced new part-

nership both with civilian counterparts and Afghanistan Army sol-

diers. This is part of the TOC staff represented by many staff sec-

tions. Denicey Maxent is the Battalion CIDNE analysis and can now 

review previous reports and determine whether or not if it's effective 

or ineffective in the current operation. Buck Doyle is one of The 

Joint IED task force team members who circulates through. CPT 

Noorla and Pvt Abdul-Khaliq are 6/2 Kandak soldiers who provide 

real time information of the 6th Battalion actions within the battle 

space. These efforts are to strengthening GIRoA to have the Afghan 

Army be able to defend itself. The efforts of the Soldiers provide 

real time information and reports to the Commanders on the ground 

allowing them to make critical and life saving decisions.  

SFC Jason Bielski (S3 NCOIC)  

HHC Soldiers on an early morning Air Assault 

The S3 Shop in the new BN TOC 

SPC Colvin (S6) fixing a radio 



HQ’s 

The month of January has been a very busy month. We have had key 

personnel go on R&R and others have had to step up and take charge. 

Everyone has stepped up to come together and the company hasn’t 

skipped a beat. We continue to get theater equipment and make sure 

that all the other companies sign for it and get it to their outlying 

COPs. Every day we are making sure that maintenance, ammo, and 

property for the company are taken care of and that we stay ahead of 

the game. Half way point of the deployment is right around the corner 

and we are counting down the days until our reunion. Also, we have 

had a few people get promoted and we want to make sure we say our 

“Congratulations” to the following individuals: PFC Arm-strong, PFC 

Bailey, PFC Bump, PFC Burden, PFC Childers, PFC Gonnuscio, PFC 

Mayen, PFC Northrop, PFC Peak, PFC Reighard, PFC Reyes, SGT 

Llamas, SGT Tingley, and SGT Pezoldt.  

SSG Comstock  

Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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Fires 

Over the last month the Fires section has been real busy. We sent Sol-

diers to Germany to a Joint Fires Observer course. The course teaches 

them how to talk and coordinate with the multitude of aircraft we have 

supporting us. Four of our Fisters gained the Additional Skill Identifier 

L7. One of our Fisters, PFC Watson, was named the Honor Graduate 

for the course. There were Soldiers not only from our Battalion and 

Brigade but also from the rest of the Division as well. The Battalion 

section along with 4-320 FA conducted joint Forward Ob-server train-

ing with the Afghan National Army FOs. With the support of the Battal-

ion Mortars, who fired over 250 mortar rounds, we were able to conduct 

training for one Red Currahee, three Glory, and six ANA Forward Ob-

servers. It was a great day to be a Forward Observer. We would like to 

congratulate the following Soldiers four their completion of the JFO 

course: SPC Chad Perrizo, SPC Matthew Davidson, SPC Steven 

McGee, and of course the Honor Graduate PFC Dustin Watson. We 

would also like to congratulate the following Soldiers for being pro-

moted: Gordon Garcia was promoted from SPC to SGT on the 1st of 

FEB. Matthew Brandt and Dustin Watson both were promoted from 

PFC to SPC on the 1st of FEB. And lastly, as a spoof, because of all the 

unit shirts we have seen here on Sharana, we had t-shirts made with 

everyone’s call sign.  

SFC Shane Hammontree  

PSD  

Another month down and morale is still high. I would like to 

take the opportunity to congratulate PFC Burden, PFC 

Reighard, PFC Reyes, PFC Skeens, PFC Northrop, PFC Barr, 

and PFC Mayen for their promotion to Private First Class, also 

SPC Proffitt and SPC Click for their promotion to Specialist. 

We would also like to welcome SGT Tingley to the ranks of the 

Non Commissioned Officer Corps. SPC Rickel also attended 

the SGT Promotion Board and was recommended for Promo-

tion to SGT. We are looking forward to when SPC Rickel and 

SPC Hampton put on Sergeant Stripes.  

We have been pretty busy here lately, traveling throughout the 

Battalion’s Battle space and conducting missions. Even with 

the weather getting pretty miserable we still conduct many mis-

sions, which help to make the days go by.  

The Platoon is grateful for the care packages and letters that 

they receive on a regular basis. Without them I am sure morale 

would not be as high. Thanks for your continued support. We 

all can’t wait until we return home and see you all again!  

SSG Matthew Nicholson (PSD PSG)  

PSD Soldiers on patrol 

FIST in their new shirts 



Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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Mortars 

During the month of January HHC 1-506th Battalion Mortars 

expanded their area of influence to villages that had yet to re-

ceive support from GIROA (Government of the Islamic Republic 

of Afghanistan) and Coalition Forces. The elders in these vil-

lages were extremely receptive and appreciative of support. This 

along with the continuing support lent to HHC projects in local 

villages will increase cooperation between Coalition Forces and 

local nationals, leading to increased intelligence on insurgent 

activity in the area. In addition the platoon conducted a day long 

mortar fire exercise with leaders from across the battalion pre-

sent. We hope everyone had a Happy New Year and we miss you 

all.  

SFC Randy Shorter (MTR PSG) 

Scouts  

We hope that everyone had a good holiday season and is coping well with 

the winter weather back in the states. Your Scouts have been enjoying a mix 

of nasty and pleasant weather conditions varying between freezing rain and 

crystal clear skies. Rain or shine, the platoon has been busy doing good 

work here in Afghanistan. We continue to enjoy the unique privilege of 

visiting all corners of our Brigade's area of responsibility.  

Our primary focus outside of our standard mission set has been working 

with our Afghan Army and Police partners to better prepare them for as-

suming responsibility over security in their country. Bad winter weather is 

providing us with plenty of opportunities to conduct training. It is important 

to us that our friends in the Afghan Army and Police be better prepared to 

do our job when we leave.  

I'd like to congratulate the friends and Family of SSG Trump, SGT Wade, 

SGT Tarasovic, SGT Pezoldt and SPC Wilder who have all reenlisted dur-

ing the month of January. It's truly a blessing to this unit and this country 

that such exceptional Soldiers have elected to continue their honorable ser-

vice.  

Thank you for all your continued support and don't forget to send your love 

to your Scouts! I can confirm that despite occasional rain or high winds, 

your Scouts are STILL eagerly accepting care packages.  

1LT Carlos del Pozo (PL)  

Mortar Platoon 

Medics 

This past month your VooDoo Medics trained with their Afghan 

counterparts, showing them the proper way to perform medical 

care. All across the province medics taught classes ranging from 

patient assessment to emergency treatment of casualties. Many 

hours were put into translating and ensuring the proper message 

was put out to make sure everyone understood. This will undoubt-

edly pay dividends later on as the locals become more independ-

ent. IVs, tourniquets, wound dressings and proper use of medica-

tions were emphasized, as well as proper hygiene and many other 

“basics” that we take for granted in our military and civilian 

health care systems. 

SFC Beattie (Medical PSG) 

SSG Brincefield conducting a patient assessment on 

a local boy at the clinic in Yhaya Khel  

Scout Sniper Team on a mission  



 

Hello to all Able Company Family and Friends, 

 The New Year has been going smoothly for all of us here in Afghanistan. Almost six months down and the Soldiers of Able 

Company are doing an outstanding job supporting the people of Afghanistan. We are working hard to continue training and developing 

the Afghan Security Forces and the platoons are doing a fantastic job. In addition to celebrating our New Year, the month of January has 

seen activity calm down quite a bit in our sector. As our Soldiers remain aggressive and the weather is getting colder, the security situa-

tion in our Districts has greatly improved. It is rewarding to see the Afghan people communicate and open up to our Soldiers as we con-

tinue to better their area.  

We have a new leader in Able Company. 2LT Andrew McElravy has been assigned as the new Platoon Leader for 3rd Platoon. He re-

places 1LT Zach Savarie who is now assigned as the Battalion Assistant Operations Officer. Zach did a great job as Platoon Leader for 

the Devils, and we are all looking forward to working with Andrew and integrating him into his new team.  

We have received lots of packages from people that have adopted the company. They have provided snacks, books, magazines, personal 

hygiene items, cards and letters of support. It is awesome to see the people of America continue to stand behind the great Soldiers of the 

United States Army!  

1SG Wilcox and I want to thank you for everything you do for our Soldiers. You never fail to impress others and you certainly set the 

standard for achieving our most important mission…care of Soldiers!  

                               Currahee! 

~CPT Al LeMaire, Commander                                                                                                                                                                       

~1SG Jeremy Wilcox, Company 1SG 

Able Company “The Professionals” 
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Your Able Company FRG Leader:    

Rebeca LeMaire 931-809-8103                 

or 254-371-8376                                        

FRG Email Address: ablefrg@gmail.com 

Able Co Rear Detachment:    

SSG Gregory Roberts                                      

270-956-1649                                                

keebler.roberts@us.army.mil  

Our Soldiers with ANSF hand out Humanitarian Aid 

and provide some goodies for the children  

CPT LeMaire, LEP Finney & SSG Russo conduct a meeting with local Village Elders 

Snow in COP Yahya Khel  



1st Platoon- Punishers 
To the Family and Friends of Able Company 1st Platoon, 

 During the month of January, 1st Platoon Punishers continued 

to execute our mission here of building partnership with the Afghan 

National Security Forces (ANSF), while working to secure our district 

for the local population. It was a quiet month, and we were able to ef-

fectively talk with most of the people in our area. We distributed hu-

manitarian aid, to include blankets, jackets, and coal. We also worked 

with the locals to develop projects that their villages need, such as clin-

ics and schools. All of these efforts are important because it helps pro-

vide the Afghans with a better quality of life, and it builds trust and 

confidence of our forces here. In addition, the Punishers, in cooperation 

with the ANSF, found the largest weapons cache in Red Currahees 

Area of Operations to date. This was a huge success for 1st Platoon, 

Able Company, and the Battalion, because it helped to further secure 

Yusof Khel District.  

This month, LTC Womack presented both SPC Christiansen and PFC 

Jones their Combat Infantryman's Badge for their actions while con-

ducting operations in Afghanistan. While there were no major holidays 

to celebrate this month, the Punishers kept their morale up by relaxing 

with fellow Soldiers, and enjoying the care packages sent by all of our 

friends and Family. We will continue to carry out our mission of secur-

ing and developing our District and the Afghan National Security 

Forces, who are our partners. As always, we are very grateful for the 

support you give to all the Punishers. Please, keep those care packages 

coming!  

  1LT Tyler Hitter/SFC Jamal Jenkins 

Able Company “The Professionals”  ~continued 
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2nd Platoon- Maniacs 

In the month of January winter has truly arrived in Yahya Khel. 

Despite the downturn in weather 2nd Platoon has been able to get 

out and continue to distribute Humanitarian Aid to the local 

population at numerous locations around Yahya Khel. These 

drops have included blankets, food and fuel for heating. As a 

result there has been a noticeable shift in the how the people of 

Yayha Khel District view Americans and our Afghan Govern-

ment Allies.  

The Maniacs have added another new member to the Platoon. 

PFC Shawn Murphy has taken over as Platoon Medic, coming to 

us from Delta Company. PFC Joshua Hill has transitioned to 

working with the Senior Line Medic, SSG Brincefield, in Able 

Company's Aid Station on COP Yahya Khel.  

SSG Hessley has been awarded the Army Achievement Medal 

this month from Red Currahee 6, LTC Womack, for his su-

perior work while serving as 1st Squad Leader in 2nd Platoon. 

Additionally, SSG Camphouse, SSG Usher, SGT Green, SGT 

Erk and SPC Hamilton have all reenlisted in the Army. SSG 

Camphouse, SGT Green, SGT Erk and SPC Hamilton reenlisted 

to stay with the Currahee Family. SSG Usher Reenlisted to re-

turn to the 82nd Air-borne Division at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina 

after this deployment.  

We want to thank everyone for their continued support and the 

letters and packages we receive. Getting mail continues to make 

a dramatic impact on moral on Yahya Khel.  

1LT Jack Kilcoyne/SSG Walter Camphouse  

SSG Spradlin 

building 

partnership 

with the ANA 

Punishers getting ready for patrol 

LTC Womack talks to A Co about the 

accomplishments of SSG Camphouse 

CPT LeMaire swears in SSG Camphouse with the 

Oath of Enlistment for his reenlistment ceremony  

“Doc” Boltz examining  some children in Yosef Khel 



3rd Platoon- Devils 
It has been a snow filled month so far here in Yahya Khel, and 

much like back home we've been able to partake in some fun filled 

antics. It's great to see a smile on a Soldier's face as he's juggling a 

perfectly round snow ball just waiting for his next tar-get! The 

snowy weather has kept the area quiet, allowing 3rd Platoon to 

peacefully interact with villagers and elders, to include passing out 

blankets and jackets in our neighboring villages. It's a heartwarming 

feeling watching a small child grasping a pile of blankets and jack-

ets stacked taller than them to bring back to their family.  

3rd Platoon has undergone some changes in the past month. I arrived 

to COP Yahya Khel in mid January and have had the pleasure of 

becoming the new 3rd Platoon Leader. Although nervous coming 

into the platoon, due to its prestige reputation and notoriety within 

the battalion, Platoon Sergeant, SFC Provence, has taken me under 

his wing and helped me integrate into the “family”.  

This past month we've had two incredible Soldiers, SSG Weiland 

and SGT Cook, re-enlist with the United States Army. Also some of 

our Soldiers have returned from leave such as our valued medic, 

CPL “Doc” Carbone whose humor and personality always brings 

out laughter.  

The weather has slowed mail down a bit, but it makes it that much 

more exciting and appreciated when the mail finally arrives. We're 

grateful for the letters and packages from Family and friends, please 

continue to boost the spirits of your loved ones.  

2LT Andrew McElravy/SFC Jacob Provence  

Able Company “The Professionals” ~continued 
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4th Platoon- Jolly Rogers 
 

January passed by quickly for the Jolly Rogers. We came off the 

holidays ready to get out and continue engaging with the local 

population. Winter is definitely hard on the locals due to the 

amount of poverty, but we are helping provide them with jackets 

and blankets that will help them endure the cold. We have also 

continued to develop our Afghan partners and we see progress with 

both the Army and Police. Through their reporting we have been 

able to find a few IEDs before they had a chance to injure any of 

our Soldiers or the locals.  

We also continue to improve COP Yusof Khel, by helping our 

team of civilians put up a large helium blimp that allows us to ob-

serve our entire district. Despite our requests, they won't let us 

paint anything on it or take a test flight, but does provide a great 

asset for us.  

We have finally received some snow that has stayed on the ground. 

The weather has given us a chance to focus on continuing to train 

our Soldiers, as well as working with the ANA and AUP. The sup-

port we are receiving from Families is helping us pass the slower 

times, and look forward to the next phone call or mail delivery. 

Thanks for always thinking of us!  

1LT Mike Mahowald/SFC David Anderson  

SPC Burpee 

comforts a 

small puppy 

wandering 

through our 

patrol 

SGT Cook makes 

sure a Bazaar alley-

way is secure while 

engineers build a 

checkpoint 

Local children grab 

what they can carry 

from one of 3rd Plt 

Humanitarian Aid 

drops  

PFC Andrade monitoring 

the radios while on patrol 

4th Platoon Jolly Rogers at 

COP Yusof Khel 

SGT Hernandez with a 

happy elder as we handed 

out blankets & food in a 

local village  
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Your Baker Company FRG Leaders:            

Alison Ross 270-404-1935                

Heather Marrou   270-498-8917               

FRG Email Address: bakerfrg@gmail.com 

Baker Company Rear Detachment:      

SSG David Myers                                        

270-412-4905 

david.o.myers@us.army.mil 

Outlaw Friends and Families; 

 Winter has been in full swing throughout the last month but without near as much snow as some would have liked. It has been 

plenty cold but until early February there was very little of the white stuff to really complete the “harsh Afghan winter” stigma. Regard-

less of the weather the Outlaws have continued to work hard and get out to the villages and towns to find the enemy, protect the people 

and build infrastructure to improve the daily lives of the people of Paktika. 

 The company was presented with a great post Christmas gift when our AFN Satellite Dish and cable boxes arrived just in time 

for the last few bowl games and the National Championship. Of course since we are 9 ½ hours behind Fort Campbell, most of the games 

kick off at about 0300 or 0400 and draw only the most committed of football fans for the first half. The rest of us would grab a cup of 

coffee and saunter in around 0600 to receive the recap of the first half and enjoy the rest of the game. Either way, as LTC Womack has 

said, “It is a man’s God given right to watch football,” and we enjoyed every minute. 

 Just as 2nd PLT had to transition to a new Platoon Leader in December, 3rd Platoon has now transitioned to 2LT Ryan Melton 

as their new PL. LT Melton has some big shoes to fill in replacing LT Tully but he is more than capable of the task. LT Tully has moved 

on and will become the Executive Officer for Charlie Company when he returns from leave at the beginning of March. 

 Just as the platoons have had to adjust to new leadership, the company had to adjust to the departure of LT Dan Lessard, the 

Executive Officer. He was a fantastic XO and his capabilities were needed at the Battalion Staff where he has assumed duties as the S-4, 

or Battalion Logistics Officer. He will be missed at Baker Company but we have another outstanding Lieutenant who has come to fill in 

the seat left vacant by LT Lessard. LT Don Duong came to us from D Co in Waza Khwa where he was a rifle platoon leader and had pre-

viously worked with 1SG Conner. LT Duong will do a great job and his new perspective is welcome in the Company Headquarters. 

~continued 

Canal lining at the Sar Hawza Bazaar 

2nd Plt conducts reconnaissance of Gulruddin OP site  
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 In early January 1st PLT moved a section down to the village of Rustankhel for 5 days to build a new Afghan Army Outpost 

to protect the road in that area. In 5 days the men of 1st PLT and Engineers from 4th Brigade HQ turned a nondescript piece of Afghan 

desert in to a large compound with towers, living containers, and an 11 ft wall that is quite a sight along RTE Idaho. This post will 

significantly improve security for southern Mata Khan before the spring offensive and should help to turn the tide in an area that has 

historically been an insurgent strong hold.  

 Just before the OP build at Rustankhel, 2nd PLT with Baker Company HQ conducted a patrol to link up with 1st PLT and the 

Battalion Scouts in the village of Koti Khel to conduct a clearance of all the buildings and an HA drop. The mission was a success 

and reinforced the security that has started to spring up in the area. This was a great opportunity to set the stage for the OP build and 

the first time that 1st and 2nd PLTs have been able to work together since coming to Paktika.  

 On the development front B Co has been busy working with local leaders to hire young men from the villages to execute 

development projects that are important to the people and support the entire village. In Sar Hawza Village we built a rock lining for a 

small canal that provides drinking and washing water for the Bazaar and the central mosque. In the village of Kajaki we have started 

a larger dam project that has built 5 check dams and will follow up with a water retention dam that will provide irrigation water for 

the fields that feed 300 families in the village. Though this is not exactly what we as infantrymen train for, it is what is needed in an 

environment such as this. We are responsible for security, governance, development, mentoring the Afghan Security Forces and any-

thing else that is needed by the people of the districts. This is counter-insurgency at its finest and we have to provide opportunity for 

the people to gain support for the government and the coalition.  

 As always, I want to say thank you to all of the friends and Families back home that support this company and the men here. 

We have made it over the hump and in to the second half of this deployment. By no means is this the time to slow down or relax, but 

actually the time for us to get ramped up and finish out strong. This point in a deployment is always difficult, especially for Families, 

but remember that your Soldiers are working hard and looking forward to coming home just as much as you are wanting them to 

come home. Everything you do matters to the soldiers over here and we appreciate your support.  

Currahee!  

~CPT Dale Marrou, Company Commander  

Kajaki check dams;                    

4 of these in 12 days  

3rd Plt on a snowy day in Gulruddin, Sar 

Hawza District  

1st Plt after the clearance of Koti Khel Village, 

Mata Khan District  
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PVT Costello practices his Dari and Pashto 

with a Local National worker 

SSG D'Agostino receives a gift from 

the ABP Commander a, COL 

Naieem, as thank s for a job well 

done in teaching his soldiers in the 

1st Plt Team Leader Course 

1st Platoon poses for a quick picture  

1ST Platoon, D CO, 1-506TH IN, FOB WAZA 

KHWA, AFGHANISTAN  

To the Families and loved ones of 1st PLT, D Co, 1-

506 IN this is 2LT Zack McAdams with my 1st 

monthly FRG update for January 2011  

1st Platoon conducted several large scale operations 

in January, consisting of assisting our Afghan Bor-

der Police brothers in the clearance of multiple vil-

lages into and throughout the hours of darkness 

multiple times, holding our ground throughout the 

night. The intent of these operations is to deny the 

enemy safe-haven, in those areas they feel most 

secure. The enemy has proven that they still have 

the will to stay and fight, however during engage-

ments with the enemy, the Soldiers of first platoon 

have fought valiantly and sent the enemy retreating 

with haste.  

Our Afghan Border Patrol partners continue to take 

the lead and most of the missions we conduct, and 

they outnumber us on the ground, 1st Platoon had 

the pleasure of graduating young ABP soldiers from 

a professional development school to be-come 

Team Leaders. Taught by 1st Platoon Squad leaders, 

but assisted by all, we congratulate the graduates of 

our Team Leader course this January.  

Your Soldier continues to serve his country with 

distinction. In the short time that I have known the 

members of 1st Platoon, I already consider it an 

honor to be in the ranks among them. I could not be 

more proud of these young men and the things that 

they do every day. Thank you all for the support 

that you show every day, from the smallest phone 

call to the biggest care package, your support is 

what helps drive these men every day.  

PFC Boyle & SPC Cruz  

Like any good Soldier would, PFC Miller 

spends his down time cleaning and 

maintaining the platoon weapons  

Standing guard outside of a 

demolished school 
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Your Charlie Company FRG Leaders:               

Vanessa Nohelty  931-220-8308                     

Danielle DeBourbon  931-561-1987            

Email Address: GunfightersFRG@yahoo.com 

Charlie Company Rear Detachment:               

SSG Josh Nohelty                                                    

270-956-3336                                                                  

joshua.nohelty@us.army.mil  

Gunfighter Family and Friends, 

 January was another successful month for Charlie Company Gunfighters. Winter weather is definitely here and the guys have had 

some extra time to relax as the number of missions we do slows down. All of the Soldiers are doing well and you can see them really com-

ing together as a team. Living together for five months now has created strong friendships between the guys. They all miss home but we 

also stick together to have the most fun while over here.  

 Besides taking a breather before better weather comes, Charlie 

Company has stayed busy improving our living conditions. Our Soldiers at 

Kushamond have been preparing the FOB for the upcoming rainy season 

and doing some home improvement for the living quarters. At KKC, the 

food has gotten better with a much improved dining facility. Everyone has 

been enjoying the made-to-order eggs and grilled ham-burgers. They’re 

also able to watch a bit of TV now. Kushamond and KKC both have AFN 

(Armed Forces Network) which shows movies, a few popular TV shows, 

and plenty of the bigger sports games, including the Super Bowl.  

 Although the FOB improvements have been welcome morale boosters, 

Gunfighter has of course kept focus on completing our mission. A big part of that is 

working with the local-national forces, the Afghan National Army (ANA) and the 

Afghan Uniform Police (AUP), but also helping out the local villages create a bet-

ter life for themselves. All the platoons have made significant efforts in ensuring 

humanitarian aid packages get out to those who need them. This aid not only helps 

the locals stay comfortable throughout the winter and break their reliance on Tali-

ban help, but it also builds trust and strong partnerships between our troops and the 

Afghanistan citizens. Gunfighter has handed out blankets, food, extra winter cloth-

ing, and other essentials to help the people build a stronger community.  

  

Gunfighter’s mission also requires we ensure the enemy is kept out of the 

towns and away from the Afghan people. The Company has been hard at 

work training at everything an infantryman is best at. We’re nearly halfway 

through the deployment, and the inclement weather means extra time to train 

up and incorporate the new Soldiers into the mix. Likewise, the ANA and 

AUP have made big strides in improving their capabilities. The local troops 

have also been trying hard to gain new ground and are excited to confront 

the Taliban anywhere they need to once better weather comes in.  

 Please continue the great support you have given to your Company 

and to your Soldier. We are excited to be close to the halfway mark of this deployment and proud of what we have accomplished here so 

far. With your help we will make February and the months ahead just as successful. 

  ~CPT Andrew M Hill, Commander                                                                                                                                            

~1SG David Cavataio 
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2ND PLT, D Co, 1-506 IN  

FOB Waza Khwa, Afghanistan  

January 2011  

 To the Families and loved ones of 2nd PLT, D Co, 1-506 IN this is 1LT Daniel Midgett. For the first time I want to thank you for 

your support, love, and prayers that you send to this platoon. It is my honor to be a platoon leader of a great group of guys who continue to 

grow and perform each and every day. January has brought with it the first snow of the year. With the changing of the weather, new chal-

lenges have faced 2nd PLT. The snow, however, allowed for many snowball fights which reminded us of home.  

 Throughout January, we have continued our partnership 

with the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF). The main focus 

of the month was the buildup of an AUP (Afghan Uniform Police) 

check point. The check point helps provide security and law to the 

surrounding villages. Although there have been several long days 

and some back breaking work, the check point is almost complete. 

Working at the check point has allowed many 2nd platoon soldiers to 

work side by side with not only ANSF forces but also many local 

nationals. Many Soldiers who have never had the opportunity to 

work with locals have gained a tremendous amount of knowledge 

about the people. Likewise, many of the locals have never worked 

with Coalition Forces until now, giving 2nd PLT the opportunity to 

make a first impression, which has been outstanding. Every Soldier 

from the lowest rank to the highest has shown friendship, kindness 

and the desire to help. The bond that 2nd PLT is forming with many 

of the locals will carry on long after our time here is over.  

 During the month of January several exciting events occurred. One of these was when PV2 Kamara received his American citizen

-ship. Kamara had to leave the platoon for a few weeks to complete a few courses, but on his return he was “officially” a full-blown 

American. Another great event was the promotion of Spc. Spencer and Cpl. Bautista to the rank of SGT. Both men have worked incredibly 

hard for the platoon and have been outstanding junior leaders for younger Soldiers to follow. They both more than de-served this promo-

tion. The month of January also brought a visit from Col Jenkins and CSM Hambrick, as well as LTC Womack and CSM Corrigan. While 

at Waza Khwa, they ob-served multiple CDS drops and 

checked on the readiness of Dealer Company. While here, 2nd 

PLT performed above the standard that Currahee Soldiers are 

held to.  

 Despite being new to the platoon, the camaraderie I 

have witnessed in the platoon is excellent. They have made me 

feel accepted as a new member of the platoon. I look forward 

to having the opportunity to work alongside Soldiers of 2nd PLT 

as long as possible. As always I would like to thank the family 

members, wives, loved ones and even strangers that take time 

from their busy schedule to send letters, cards and packages. 

You play an instrumental role in morale of the platoon and you 

have done an amazing job. Please continue this marvelous sup-

port for the Soldiers of 2nd PLT.     
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Dear Dealer Family and Friends, 

 1SG and I hope this letter finds you well. Dealer Company 

Soldiers continue to fight the hard fight and perform remarkably. 

By the time you are reading this we will be over the mountain of 

this year long deployment with 6 months behind us. As I reflect 

back on the last six months I am amazed at the progress and dedica-

tion that Dealer Company was able to provide the Afghan National 

Security Forces (ANSF) and the local nationals of Waza Khwa. We 

understand that we have much still to accomplish and your leaders 

and Soldiers are up to every challenge.  

 The winter season has been thrust upon us with multiple 

days of snow making combat operations very difficult, but engaging 

the population through key leader and street level meetings and 

providing much needed humanitarian assistance is critical to the 

district. Dealer Company continues to strengthen its bond with 

ANSF on every patrol and we recently finalized our joint tactical 

operations center, proving our commitment to legitimizing and im-

proving the force. Dealer has the first fully integrated ANSF TOC 

in the battalion.  

 Thank you all for your steadfast commitment and contin-

ued support to the Soldiers. Care packages continue to flow in on 

helicopters and this love from home helps bridge the gap of deploy-

ment. The 1SG and I also want to thank the FRG for their out-

standing support for family and friends. You all are providing a 

critical service and are extremely important to the Dealer mission.  

 

 ~CPT Cole DeRosa, Dealer 6, Commander                                                                                                                                    

  ~1SG Brian Gemmill, Dealer 7, First Sergeant

  

Delta Company FRG Leader:            

Melissa Gemmill                                             

337-353-1043                                            

Email: deltacompanyfrg@gmail.com 

Delta Company Rear Detachment:               

SGT Jeremy Rice                                                      

270-412-6834                                                

jeremy.a.rice1@us.army.mil 

SSG Poppinga & his crew 

keep missions going 

SSG Santana & SSG Lepou 

during Dealer Stakes           

competition 

SFC Reeves & 1SG Gemmill during a container 

delivery system mission  

Dealer occupies an over 

watch position  

1LT Bradford controlling an aerial 

resupply mission  
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1st Platoon  

 During the last month, 1st PLT Dealer Co. has again been very 

busy. The harsh Afghanistan winter is now in full effect in Sar Hawza. 

The cold and snow makes things a bit more difficult, but we are still very 

active in the district. We have been able to continue to make a positive 

impact by implementing several projects in villages throughout the dis-

trict. Two of the biggest ongoing projects involve a river erosion control 

project in Sultani village, and the construction of numerous check dams 

to control water flow in Kajaki village. These projects enable local villag-

ers to take ownership of projects around their homes, and give them an 

opportunity to earn a fair wage for a hard day’s work. We hope to con-

tinue building on these projects in the spring, helping to gain support 

from these key villages.  

 Since the last update, Christmas, New Years, and most impor-

tantly, the Super Bowl have come and gone. The Christmas holiday al-

lowed our Soldiers to have a few hours off. This gave everybody the op-

portunity to get in contact with loved ones, and take a few hours for per-

sonal relaxation. For the Super Bowl, SGT Grady cooked up an enor-

mous feast of chicken wings, eggrolls, and pizza. It was a great spread of 

food, even though kickoff was at 4:00am.  

 Numerous improvements continue to be made around the COP. 

The number of showers has tripled, allowing each platoon to have their 

own trailer for personal hygiene. We have been able to add more heat to 

the living quarters, and renovated all guard towers to ensure that Soldiers 

stay warm while standing guard. We will continue to improve conditions 

throughout our stay on COP Sar Hawza.  

 I would like to welcome three new Soldiers to the platoon as 

well. Welcome to SPC Plum, SPC Johnston, and PVT Fong. These three 

Soldiers are a very welcome addition to the Platoon. We also had one 

promotion this month. Congratulations to PFC Carroll on his promotion 

from PV2 to PFC.  

 Finally, I would like to thank all the friends and Families of 1st 

PLT Dealer Co. for the well wishes and kind gestures during the holiday 

season and throughout the deployment. Your generosity is much appreci-

ated by everybody here. We will continue to make a difference in the 

villages we patrol in the future, and look forward to seeing you all.  

1st Plt moves through the snow in Sultani Village 

SPC Plum & PFC Gratz 

operate a HIIDE system 

during a snow squall  

Soldiers from 1st Plt pull security on a ridge in Kajaki Village 

SPC Johnston & PFC Krzeptowski are covered in snow while 

dismounting on a recent patrol  
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PFC Brown after catching dust in his turret  

4th Platoon 

 The month of January has been a busy time for 4th Platoon. Also the winter weather has finally shown up here in Kushamond. 

 The beginning of this month was the first time I took your loved ones on patrol and I have to say that I am very pleased with their performance. 

Both on and off patrol our platoon has shown everyone on FOB Kushamond what “right” looks like. I couldn’t be happier with being assigned to 4th pla-

toon. 

 There is a new program in Afghanistan called the Guardians of Peace. This program offers rewards to anyone who comes to us with information 

in regards to IED or weapons. Since the start of this program our platoon has had three people come to us with information leading us to IEDs. This al-

lowed us to destroy them safely and save lives. We were the first platoon in the 1st Battalion 506th Infantry to have someone approach us with informa-

tion and location of an IED, qualifying them for the Guardians of Peace payment. 

 As far as towns go, things are going great. We are making progress with all of the elders and meeting new people in the towns who are willing 

to work with us. It’s a great sight to see our guys in town playing with the kids and giving them candy. Only in Afghanistan will you see a guy with a face 

mask on and sniper rifle playing volleyball with kids. 

 This past month also brought with it a battlefield promotion. PFC Joshua Meadows earned one of the three battlefield promotions awarded to 

personnel on FOB Kushamond on the 29th of Jan. Meadows received this promotion in recognition of his hard work and determination. Also, PFC Mi-

chael Polk was awarded his Combat Infantry Badge for his actions on 8 Oct. This is the most coveted award that an Infantry-man can earn in his career in 

the Army. 

 As always, the driving force for our motivation is letters and boxes from home. Sometimes the mail is slow to get here due to the weather, but it 

makes it. For this we are all thankful.  

Currahee! 2LT Tyner Elgin 

3rd Platoon 

 Another busy month has come and gone for 3rd Platoon 

Delta Company. The winter weather in Afghanistan is officially 

upon us and has played a pivotal role within our operations. The 

soldiers of 3rd platoon continue to work hard towards bringing 

peace and spreading our combined influence amongst the people of 

Afghanistan.  

 A particular highlight of the month was 3rd Platoon’s 

addition of a new soldier, SPC Nicholas Dyches. SPC Dyches 

serves as the platoon medic who accompanies 3rd Platoon on all 

combat operations providing the platoon with a subject matter ex-

pert to assist in all medical needs.  

 3rd Platoon has continued to remain vigilant in their ef-

forts to work towards continuously partnering with and developing 

our Afghan counterparts. 3rd Platoon works hand in hand with the 

Afghan National Army, as well as the Afghan Uniformed Police, on 

daily basis and together they have been able to reduce insurgent 

activity and bring stability amongst the area.  

 Your Soldiers continue to work hard and greatly appreci-

ate your continuous support as they serve their tour of duty during 

Operation Enduring Freedom X.  

1LT Greg Shoemaker, 3/D Platoon Leader 

SPC Dyches, 3rd Plt’s 

new medic 

PFC Boose & PFC Black smiling 

for the camera before a patrol  

PV2 Hall & SPC Calderon 

interacting with Afghan 

locals  

Hilltop Observation Post  SGT Fernandez hard at work  
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Echo Company  “Wolfpack” 
Wolfpack Families and Friends, 

 Just when we all thought we were lucky and blessed with an unusually mild winter season in Afghanistan, February happened! 

Although December and January brought cooler temperatures and the occasional snow flurry, our operations were rarely affected by bad 

weather. Some of our supported locations at higher elevations experienced more wintery weather than we did here at Sharana. In recent 

weeks, however, all has changed and snow has been constant with flurries daily and occasional solid snowfalls. Accumulation in this area 

turns the immature road networks into an obstacle. Unimproved road surfaces (dirt roads) become saturated and provide perfect places for 

vehicles to get stuck. Needless to say, some of our recovery experts such as SFC Beck, SFC Francis and SGT Cannon, have been busy 

exercising their skill sets recently. Our skilled drivers are utilizing all of their training to navigate these difficult roads and are taking every 

precautionary measure to remain safe while completing missions. Spring will be here in a few more weeks and then we will be able to 

operate more “normally.”  

During the past month the Pack has been continuing to conduct maintenance, distribution and field feeding operations. Of course sustain-

ing the Red Currahees is our main mission, but sometimes, through creative planning and execution, we are able to enjoy some secondary 

priorities as well. We hold an occasional bar-b-que and, of course recently, we watched the NFL Playoffs and Super bowl! Some of our 

Soldiers also participated in a volleyball game at Kushmond and a snowball fight at Sar Howza with our ANSF partners. I will report that 

we fared much better in the snowball fight than in the volleyball game, but I assure you we represented America well!  

  ~continued 

Your Echo Company FRG Leaders:                 

Kristin Bowman  931-591-3174                 

Melissa Nichols  281-728-8007         

Email: echoco.wolfpack@gmail.com 

Echo Company Rear Detachment:        

SSG Korin Sheldon                                     

270-956-1777 

karin.r.sheldon@us.army.mil 

SGT Vaught going over 

maintenance request 

with a customer 

Maintenance Platoon enjoying a cookout 

Performing technical 

inspection of ABP 

HMMWV  

SSG Headen cooking for 

the BBQ 
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Echo Company  “Wolfpack”    ~continued 

WOLFPACK SPOTLIGHT 

This month’s Wolfpack Spotlight is PFC Justin Stokes. He came to the 
unit after we deployed and met us here in late October. He is from 
Newport News, VA and is an 88M (motor vehicle operator). Since his 
arrival, he has performed exceptionally and has already been pro-
moted to Private First Class. His goal is to become a Non-
Commissioned Officer before his next reenlistment. In his free time he 
enjoys watching and playing Sports such as football and basketball.  

 Our most visible mission during the past month was 

our forth ground resupply to Gunfighter at FOB Kushmond. 

Some of you may have read about this mission in local Fort 

Campbell or Clarksville media. Basically, this mission re-

quires the Wolfpack to traverse some of the most challenging 

terrain in our area of operations, culminating in the crossing 

of the “superwadi.” This is what our Soldiers call the final 

road system on our route. Historically, this obstacle required 

eight to twelve hours to pass due to vehi-cles becoming stuck 

and requiring towing capabilities. On our last mission, our 

Soldier‟s ingenuity took over and they developed a new ap-

proach to the obstacle. We procured excess helicopter landing 

pad matting, which is a light-weight mesh material that is de-

signed to create a solid sur-face on the ground that decreases 

the amount of dust that can blow around during takeoff and 

landing for helicopters. Our Soldiers got the idea to connect 

and emplace this mat-ting across the superwadi! Through a 

joint planning and testing phase with our route clearance 

brothers of A Co, BSTB, a plan was developed to implement 

the idea and the procedure was a great success and worked 

flawlessly. The matting was put into place and over fifty total 

vehicles crossed the superwadi in less than ninety minutes 

without a single vehicle getting stuck! 

 This is just one example of the positive impact that 

each one of your Soldiers is having out here. I am truly 

amazed at what this Company is capable of when everyone 

works together. All of our sections continue their work in pro-

viding non -scheduled maintenance and vehicle services, or-

dering and preparing quality meals and moving supplies 

around the battlefield. Arriving at the half way mark, we are 

ready for the new challenges ahead and are prepared to com-

plete the mission and get back home to our Families and 

friends. We appreciate all of your endless support. Please con-

tact our Rear D or FRG if you need anything. 

                                         

                 Very Respectfully,                                                                                        

   ~CPT Justin Bowman, Commander 

Conducting Night Combat 

Logistical Patrol 

Putting out HLZ matting 

(SSG Pedigo, SPC Magee 

& SFC Beck)  

PLS Truck approaching 

HLZ matting  

Retrieving HLZ 

matting  


