
Task Force Red Currahee Family and Friends, 

 LTC Womack and I would like to wish all of the Red Currahees past and present, 

a Happy New Year.  We hope that your New Year pledges and wishes be fulfilled with the 

strength and courage to see them through.  I know from visiting our Soldiers, their New 

Year started with your continued love and support.  It is always good to hear about the ad-

ditions of the sons and daughters to the Red Currahee Nation.  I can attest to just how proud 

our Soldiers are when they talk about the birth of their child. 

 We are happy to report that all of our Company Outposts have AFN at their loca-

tions.  It might not seem like much but now our Soldiers have the ability to watch a little 

TV when they are not out on patrol or working with their Afghan counterparts.  Although 

they missed most of the football season, they have been able to watch the college bowl 

games and play-offs.  Of course, we can‟t forget the Super Bowl.  There are many who 

deserve the credit for making the AFN experience happen for our Soldiers.  SGM Corrigan 

and 1SG Aldrich were the ring leaders who got the ball rolling and helped to track the 

movement of the equipment to the companies.  Our S-6 section sent out Tiger Teams to 

each location to help set-up and get the satellite signal locked in.  We also had support from 

our BSTB brothers, 1SG Horne and team, who assisted our companies with set-up. This 

was truly a Currahee Team effort across the board.  The simple joys in life are sometimes 

overlooked until you don‟t have them. 

 We continue to be amazed every day at the resiliency of our Soldier‟s.  Every one 

of them is a hero in their own right.  We ask of them and they lean forward to make it hap-

pen.  From building Afghan Outposts, conducting Shuras, delivering Humanitarian Aid to 

remote villages or conducting security patrols in the middle of the night.  Our Soldiers, 

your Soldiers, are out there making a difference.  I would be remiss if I did not mention all 

of the wonderful support that the Soldiers of E Co provides every day.  The nucleus of it all 

is the TOC and Staff, behind the scenes, planning, coordinating, analyzing, and putting it 

all together (usually in another meeting).  I would like to give a special Thank You to the 

guys in the S-1.  They endure my constant “attention to detail” methodology on a daily 

basis.  

 Of course, we could not focus on our mission in Afghanistan without our tremen-

dous support base at home.  The Rear-D Crew, Family, and Friends; Thank You. 

 Together we are a TEAM.  We are the Red Currahees! 

       

   

Currahee and Stands Alone! 

~CSM Charles Judd & LTC David Womack   

From the Battalion Command Team…... 
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Join us for the Battalion 

Sunday Potluck at the 

Family Resource Center 

Mar 6th 4:00-6:00 pm 
                     



NEW YEAR’S EXPECTATIONS  

The dawn of 2011 brings a new year full of new opportunities, new experiences and new hope. With resolutions and goals many of us es-

tablish new beginnings and seek for the “new me.” it is an encouraging time of physical, mental, and spiritual renewal amidst the cold 

grasp of winter. Yet for many during this time the ache of last year‟s disappointments and pain of past losses overshadow the glimmering 

hope of any renewal.  

In fact, many of us who began 2010 with the same hope and expectation of renewal became sidetracked somewhere along the journey by 

personal choices or the situations we found ourselves in. This dilemma is one as old as time itself. Diversions in life often leave us jaded, 

confused, and questioning God‟s purposes, intentions, or even His very existence. Our expectations go unmet and we find ourse lves in 

need of comfort and clarification. Such was the case for John the Baptist as Jesus began his earthly ministry. 

Most are familiar with the special role John had in announcing the coming Messiah. It was a mission that was previously predicted over 

430 years earlier by the prophet Malachi (Malachi 3.1) and over 650 years prior by the prophet Isaiah. (Isaiah 40.3-5) His role was also 

proclaimed to his father, Zechariah, prior to his birth by the angel Gabriel as he served in the Temple. (Luke 1.5-25) John the Baptist was 

selected by the Father and sealed by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the coming of the Son. He was groomed from childhood for this mission, 

and fulfilled it successfully as he identified Jesus as the Messiah (John 1.29-34) and baptized him in the Jordan River. (Luke 3, Matthew 3) 

He heard the Father declare, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matt 3.17) He saw the Holy Spirit of God 

“descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him.” (Matt 3.16) If anyone on the face of the earth knew that Jesus was the promised Mes-

siah, John the Baptist did! Yet, in Matthew chapter 11 we see a different picture.  

Because John had spoken out against Herod‟s evil practices, including adultery with his sister-in-law Herodias, he had John imprisoned. 

(Luke 3.18-20) So as Jesus began his public ministry, John found himself imprisoned for doing what was right. He had fulfilled his calling 

as a prophet, proclaiming the entrance of the Kingdom of Heaven, identifying the Son of God, and preaching repentance from sin and turn-

ing to faith in Jesus. Yet the justice promised with the coming of the King was seemingly absent as he found himself in prison isolated and 

confused over his unmet expectations. In that moment John the Baptist, the greatest among those born of women, doubted and questioned 

God. (Matt 11.2-15) “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another,” was the question John directed to Jesus.  

This is one of the most comforting passages in all of scripture for me. If a man like John the Baptist can have doubts and frustrations with 

God, then I most certainly can, and will. Yet, the comfort comes not in John‟s question, but in Jesus‟ response. For it was only after John‟s 

doubts and frustrations were expressed that Jesus offered the key to living in the midst of doubt and unmet expectations; the written and 

living Word of God. 

Jesus‟ immediate response is to recall six miracles that He had previously performed. (Matt 11.4-6; cf Matt 8 & 9) The importance of re-

ferring to the miracles is not only to affirm that Jesus has all authority and power to forgive sins, but to affirm the written word of God. 

Five of the six miracles referred to by Jesus in this passage were predicted by Isaiah the prophet over 650 years prior. Jesus reminds John, 

and us, that in times of doubt we are to return to the truth of scripture. Truth brings intellectual comfort and stability in the midst of life‟s 

confusion. 

Additionally, Jesus responds with emotional comfort as the chapter ends with a personal invitation. “Come to me, all who labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matt 11.28-30)  

How often in life do we find ourselves “yoked up” to our selfish and unrealistic expectations of how things should have gone?  We refuse 

to let go and as a result we wander through the fields of despair becoming bitter and broken, isolated and confused. Jesus‟ invitation still 

stands in the dawn of 2011. He offers clarity and an opportunity for healing. „Release yourself from the burden and bondage of your unmet 

expectations. Come to me. Walk with me. I will help you carry your load. I will teach you the Father‟s perspective. I will help to clarify 

your expectations and heal your wounds.‟ 

It is my prayer that as we journey through 2011 together we each hold each other accountable to turn from our doubts and unmet expecta-

tions to trust in the written and living truth, the Word of God. For blessed are those who are not offended by the person or plan of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. (Matt 11.6) 

 ~CH (CPT) Michael Johnson 

Red Currahee Chaplain’s Corner……. 
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Submitted by SGM Robert Corrigan, 1-506, 4BT 

 
Miami Sewing Guild supports the troops in Afghanistan 

 

On November 30, 2010 the Miami Harold printed a story titled “Lifelong sewers dedicate golden years to good deeds”.  A portion of the 

article is below.  

 

A spirited group of older ladies brought more than pictures of their grandchildren to share when they met at Winston Park Clubhouse in 

Kendall on the Wednesday before Veteran’s Day. They brought enthusiasm, organization - and piles of fabric, needles and thread. By the 

end of the afternoon, they had more than 80 pillowcases, made with a variety of star-spangled patterns to send to soldiers fighting in 

Afghanistan, doubling their goal. “You’re never too old to cry on a pillow,” Amalia Gonzalez, second vice president of the Miami Chap-

ter of the American Sewing Guild, told the women in the Kendall group. 

 

Many members of the sewing group are on a very limited income and without many funds available; they put their talents to work in 

order to improve the quality of life of some Soldiers in Afghanistan. It is lonely and cold in Afghanistan and even more so at some of the 

outlying Company outposts. These small outposts are in austere conditions and comfort items are few and far between.  The holidays are 

over now and Soldiers‟ attention is focused fully on the war and the task at hand. But at night when some of the Soldiers of Able Com-

pany 1-506 of the 101st Airborne Division lay their heads down on the pillow, they are reminded that people back home care about them. 

These Soldiers sleep on hand made patriotic pillowcases that are a constant reminder that  they are not alone. The pillow cases tell the 

Soldiers that America cares and that the women of the Miami chapter of the American Sewing Guild are on the frontlines with them.  

Thank You to everyone that supports the Soldiers in combat  fighting for freedom. God Bless the USA. 

  

 

Troop Support! 
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Family Readiness Office 

Page 4 Red Currahee Press 

1-506th Family       

Readiness Support     

Assistant (FRSA): 

Tammy Phillips 

270-956-0926  Office           

931-472-5640  Cell 

Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil 

Want to make a difference? 

Want to help out?  Contact 

your FRG Leader about  

Volunteer opportunities! 

Get ready for our Halfway 

Through Deployment 

party!! 

Feb 25th at 6:30 pm at the 

FRC.  

Come learn how to play 

BUNCO! 

This event is only for 

adults. 

                                             

 

Moving or Going Out of Town?? 

Please be sure to let us know if you are moving, 

changing phone numbers, or emails so we will 

have your current contact information.  

If you are traveling out of town, please send 

Tammy your travel dates and the address where 

you will be located, just in case of emergency. 

Search groups for 1-506th Infantry Regiment, 4BCT. If you can‟t find us, 

send an email and we will invite you. This is a “Group” not a “Page”. A 

group is more secure and you have to be approved to join. Check the group 

site often for information! 

We have found that sometimes requests to join and messages do not always 

come through on Facebook. If you send a message or a request to join and 

do not get a response, please email Tammy. 

Families and Soldiers follow these steps to reg-

ister: 

1. Go to www.armyfrg.org 

2. On the left, click on "Find An FRG" 

3. Choose the state of KY, Choose Fort Campbell 

4. FRGs are listed in numerical order, scroll down to the 4's.  Click on 

"4th Brigade Combat Team, 101 ABN DIV".  

5. You will be prompted to enter you and your Soldier‟s information.  

You will need the Soldier's last 4 of the SSN.  If you are accepted, you 

vFRG Website 



Hello to all Hellraiser Families and Friends, 

 

 First of all I would like to extend warm holiday wishes to all friends, Families, and loved ones back home.  The men of HHC 

hope that everyone enjoyed a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   

 Over the last month, HHC has continued to excel in every aspect.  I personally want to acknowledge all of our Soldiers, as this 

Company is truly making a significant difference for the people of Afghanistan.  The Company continues to execute all types of missions 

daily that have an impact throughout the entire Paktika Province.  Over the last month, the Company executed over 10 Air Assaults and 70 

routine combat missions.  Also, HHC has Soldiers attached to every Company, which are on the battlefield everyday providing medical 

care, fire support, and communications.  The Battalion Staff continues to lead the way in all aspects, working around the clock to ensure 

all Companies are supported and are operational.  Overall, I can honestly say that HHC 1-506th has and will continue to make a lasting 

impact on this country and our future.  I am very thankful for everyone‟s efforts and sacrifices.  As a Commander I am humbled daily by 

the actions of the Soldiers and sacrifices of each Family.  Thank you all for everything you do! 

 During this time of year, I want to personally thank all Families for their unwavering support.  Our Soldiers receive words of en-

couragement, and care packages daily keeping them in good spirits.  We could not do this without your support.  I am very appreciative of 

everything and truly realize how blessed the men and families are within this great organization. 

Happy New Year!!!   ~CPT Todd Tompkins, Commander 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company—HHC 
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Your HHC FRG Leadership Team:    

Annette Tompkins  440-221-7949                                                                                              

Sheryll Shorter  706-442-7082                                                         

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.com 

 HHC Rear Detachment:    

SSG Richard McMahon 

270-412-4902 

richard.a.mcmahon@us.army.mil 

S1 Shop 

For the month of December, the S-1 Shop has been busy in all 

aspects of personnel management.  With the holiday season 

coming and going, mail influx was at its peak due to holiday 

packages and care packages, being sent to all Red Currahee 

Soldiers.  The S-1 was busy ensuring each Soldier received his 

package in an efficient and timely manner.  Along with mail, 

since we are halfway through deployment, End of Tour 

Awards for all Soldiers are in the works as we push over 700 

Awards for the battalion.  This will continue for the next two 

months, as we ensure each Soldier received his/her deploy-

ment award.  December proved to be a busy month, as the S-1 

shop worked to not only push mail, but also ensuring Soldiers 

who were scheduled for R&R, were processed through the 

system and sent home to be with their Families for the Christ-

mas Holidays.  Thank you to all the Families for all of the sup-

port, we miss you. 

 

1LT Daniel Johnson (S1 OIC) 

SPC Weathersby, 1LT Johnson, SGT Johnson,                        

SFC Ingram, SGT Calcano, SPC Perdue. 



Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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S3 Shop 

During this month The Red Currahee Battalion TOC transformed from 

a US operations only TOC, to a Joint TOC. We were joined early in 

December by our JET team Buck and Henry, who help link us with the 

Counter IED team throughout Afghanistan. Then later in the month we 

were partnered with Denicey our new CIDNE analysis. She provides 

historical data which help shape the fight on the battlefield. Recently we 

partnered with the Afghan Army in the TOC. This provides a unique 

opportunity for US soldier to interact with the Afghan partners. The 

ANSF man the TOC with a RTO who monitors their radio, which fur-

ther provide awareness of Joint and unilateral patrols operating on the 

battlefield. This will bring us closer to the Afghanistan Army defending 

its own country. In the few days that the Afghan soldiers have been in 

the TOC they are trying to integrate by learning the English Language. 

In just four days Abdul-Khalia has learned 6 English phases and is now 

able to count in English. All the Soldiers are looking forward to the new 

partnership and the direction it is transforming relationships.  We truly 

appreciate all of your support and hope everyone had a happy holiday 

season. 

SFC Jason Bielski (S3 NCOIC) 

S6 Shop 

The Soldiers of the Battalion Commo shop continue to work hard pro-

viding not only the tactical communications so important to the war-

fighter, but also some of the creature comforts from home, that make the 

deployment just a little more bearable. Recently Soldiers from the S6 

shop, affectionately known as the “Tiger Team” for their tendency to 

attack problems ferociously, toured all of the Company COPs to install 

AFN television service and performed much need repair on SPAWAR 

MWR internet systems. It took quite a bit of time and effort but we‟re 

glad to report that all of our Battalion‟s Soldiers dispersed throughout 

West Paktika are now able to watch TV just in time for the playoffs. 

Additionally the COPs who had lost their internet are now able to recon-

nect with their loved ones or simply surf the web. Commo Soldiers con-

tinue daily to support all of our Battalion‟s combat missions, and though 

this has been a hard deployment we‟re all proud to truly be making a 

difference. We miss all of you!! 

CPT Johnathan Martin (S6 OIC) 

S2 Shop 

The S2 section had a great Holiday Season, and would like to person-

ally thank the Currahee Families who made Christmas and New Years 

as special as they could for us. Your care packages were very appreci-

ated, and are still filling our bellies. The S2 would also like to welcome 

its newest member, 2LT Joseph Clerkin. He is coming to us from our 

BDE S2, and will be taking over for 1LT Heinmiller in the months to 

come. As we start this New Year, please know that the time cannot go 

by fast enough for us.  We hope that your Holiday Season was as spe-

cial for you as it was for us. With Christmas come and gone, that means 

we are one month closer to getting home to all of you. As always; you 

are in our hearts and in our prayers.  

 

SFC Kirk Weaver, Platoon Sergeant  

SGM Corrigan and SFC Bielski engaged in a 

heated game of chest 

SSG Salinar receives a new blanket 

LT Heinmiller 

 

 



PSD 

Within the last month we have seen a great change in the coali-

tion forces and the attitude of the afghan people that we have 

been in contact with. We are constantly working with the Afghan 

National Army to establish a sense of security among their peo-

ple.  Working so close with the Afghan nationals shows us the 

change among them and gives us hope for the future of their 

country. Being away from home for so long does affect us a 

great deal. But with our downtime we bring a little bit of home to 

Afghanistan like football, wrestling, and other great American 

sports. Living on a FOB with great accommodations like the PX, 

Green Bean‟s, and the USO makes life a little easier while de-

ployed. We also got to meet actor Robin Williams and country 

singer Kix Brooks during their recent stop here for the Christmas 

holiday at the USO.   We hope everyone had a happy holiday 

season. 

SSG Matthew Nicholson (PSD PSG) 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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Fires 

Throughout the month of December, the Fires section has continued 

to support the Battalion with all things for the Indirect Fire fight. We 

have made sure that all Mortars and Artillery systems were ready to 

be used if and when the situation arises as well as putting out a new 

Radio message about the Guardians of Peace rewards program. The 

Reward program compensates Local Nationals for the information of 

IEDs and Caches. SPC Davidson and Knowles switched places. SPC 

Knowles came up to Sharana to work in the Battalion TOC and SPC 

Davidson went to Gunfighter to be a Platoon Forward Observer. SPC 

Garcia on the Dealer FIST became promotable following successful 

completion of the Promotion Board at the end of December. Good 

Job and he will be a good addition to the NCO Corps. SPCs David-

son, Garcia, Perizzo and McGee along with PFC Watson were se-

lected to attend a Joint Fires Observer Course in Germany during the 

month of January. Thank you to all the Families for all the support, 

we miss you all. 

SSG Matthew Hembree 

Scouts 

During the Month of December the Scout Platoon has been busy 

working with our partnered Afghan National Security Forces con-

ducting patrols in support of the Battalion and Brigade.  Here is a 

picture of the Platoon with Santa hats and Stocking donated by 

family and friends. Maybe we should go out caroling on patrol to 

spread Holiday cheer! On a serious note thanks to Family and 

friends to for support us during the holiday season!  Wish every-

one a Happy New Year!  

SFC Daniel Scott (SCOUT PSG) 

PSD Soldiers 

CPT Hathaway, SPC Curl, SSG Hembree 

Scouts 



Headquarters and Headquarters Company   ~continued 
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Mortars 

During the month of December HHC 1-506th Battalion Mortars 

operated at a swift tempo, conducting numerous Air Assaults 

alongside mounted patrols in key areas in the Paktika Province. 

This presence and control in the province allowed them to dictate 

enemy movement in the area. These actions greatly reduced the 

options for insurgent activity. In addition, Mortars continued to 

provide humanitarian aid to nearby villages. Assisting in the con-

struction of schools, and working alongside Afghan National 

Security Forces to promote the Government of the Islamic Re-

public of Afghanistan. We wish all Families and friends a Happy 

New Year! 

SFC Randy Shorter (MTR PSG) 
HQ’s 

During the month of December HQ platoon participated in the 5K 

Reindeer Run.  There were seven or more Air Assault missions con-

ducted.  Again well over 200 supply transactions were conducted to 

include uniform replacement (cold weather gear), equipment distri-

bution for the battalion out to the companies, and ammunition 

draw‟s.  The weather is still continuing to get colder and we are all 

gearing up for it. We are getting to the point where there have been 

a lot of Soldiers who have been able to go home on R&R, hope the 

Families are able to spend some good quality time with their loved 

ones before returning back to Afghanistan.  

 Also, we would like to thank everyone who participated in 

making the banners that were hung in our Battalion TOC and Com-

pany TOC. Hope that everyone got to see the pictures that were sent 

to the rear with every section in front of those banners. The amount 

of goodies and care packages that were received over the holidays to 

the company were greatly appreciated. Hopefully, everyone had a 

wonderful holiday!   

1LT Bill Weber (CO XO) 

Mortar Platoon 

Medics 

Happy New Year Voodoo Family and friends. In the past few 

months we have welcomed several new faces into our platoon and 

the medic family. We started with SGT Scott and SPC Osenga, 

and then added newly promoted PFC Serena. In the last couple 

weeks we also added SPC Dyches, PFC Leidtke and PV2 Kesler 

to the platoon. These fine gentlemen are already making their 

presence known with the quality work they are doing throughout 

the Battalion area. We would also like to extend our thanks for the 

hard work the FRG and Families have put in supporting us while 

we are away, especially during the past holiday season. While I 

am sure everyone would have preferred to be with their loved 

ones, I can assure you from my visits that everyone at home is 

what‟s uppermost in our minds and hearts. 

SFC Beattie (Medical PSG) 

Happy Holidays from the Medics! 

Moving into the village of Ateh Khone 



 

 

Hello to all Able Company Family and Friends, 

 Well Christmas has past and we are into the 

New Year. Our Soldiers are one step closer to com-

pleting the mission here in Afghanistan and coming 

home to our loved ones. The Able Company area of 

responsibility, both Yahya Khel and Yusof Khel Dis-

tricts, are seeing big signs of improvement. It is great 

to see the positive changes that our Soldiers have 

brought and continue to provide for the local people.  

 Your continued support and care packages 

really reinforced our joy in celebrating Christmas and 

New Year‟s away from our loved ones. In addition to 

the holidays, our quality of life has seen some dra-

matic improvements. Both COP Yahya Khel and COP 

Yusof Khel now have washers and dryers, and AFN 

receivers to allow us to keep up with current news, 

sports and watch movies. It is quite amazing how 

small improvements make such a large gain in Soldier 

morale. We continue to send Soldiers on leave during 

the winter months to allow them to celebrate the holi-

days and spend time with the people who mean the 

most, all of you.   

 December was a great month for our Army as 

SSG Billy Weiland and SGT Cory Cook both re-

enlisted to remain part of a great team. Nothing says 

more than having Soldiers, with the experience level 

of these two; reenlist while deployed during a tough 

fight. It is truly remarkable to have the men we do in 

this organization, and I would like to personally thank 

these men and their Families for what they do on a 

regular basis.  

1SG Wilcox and I are extremely honored to 

lead such a professional organization. You couldn‟t 

ask for a better group of Americans and their Families 

to have in your corner. I also want to thank our FRG 

for the continued support they provide for our Soldiers 

and Families during this deployment. You are the ones 

that make this unit great! 

                  Currahee! 

~CPT Al LeMaire, Commander                                                                                                                                                            

~1SG Jeremy Wilcox, Company 1SG 

Able Company “The Professionals” 
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Your Able Company FRG Leader:    

Rebeca LeMaire 931-809-8103                 

or 254-371-8376                                        

FRG Email Address: ablefrg@gmail.com 

Able Co Rear Detachment:    

SSG Jared Allen                                            

270-956-1649                                                

jared.j.allen@us.army.mil  

1st & 4th Platoons before Christmas Eve dinner at COP Yusof Khel 

CPT LeMaire re-enlists SSG Weiland under the COP Yahya Khel “AKA” sign 

A special Thank you to Natasha Thomas for 

her support as POC to Able Company.  She 

will  be missed. 

Welcome to our new Able Co little ones!              

Gabriel John Daniele                                                   

Lia Page Siler 



1st Platoon- Punishers 

To the Family and Friends of Able Company 1st Platoon, 

 December has been a good month for the Punishers. The month 

went by quickly for the Punishers, due in large part to the operations that 

we continue to conduct and the holiday spirit around COP Yosef Khel. 

The Punishers continued to conduct patrols throughout our area of opera-

tions in an effort to engage the local population and improve the partner-

ship with our Afghan Counterparts. Throughout these patrols, our counter-

parts continue to distribute humanitarian aid for the locals, which include 

items such as jackets, blankets, and food. This was well received by the 

local population due to the ever decreasing temperatures in our region and 

their lack of suitable clothing for the winter. In addition, the Punishers 

participated in several air assault missions, including one that was featured 

in the article “TF Red Currahee Turns up Heat in Paktika Province” found 

at www.CJTF101.com. Besides conducting operations, we enjoyed an 

outstanding Christmas dinner prepared by our cooks. The Soldiers were 

able to relax and enjoy some great food in the company of their Family 

away from home while celebrating Christmas. In addition, on Christmas 

Day, PFC Knepper, PV2 Blackmon, and PV2 George were awarded their 

Combat Infantryman Badges by Brigadier General Townsend, Deputy 

Commanding General for Operations of the 101st Airborne Division (Air 

Assault). General Townsend also awarded our forward observer, PFC 

Delecki, his Combat Action Badge. PFC Knepper, SPC Cibula, SGT Rod-

riguez, and SSG Roberts also received commander coins from Brigadier 

General Townsend for their outstanding service throughout this deploy-

ment. These awards certainly enhanced our Christmas Day celebrations. 

As always, your continued love and support of your Soldiers here is 

greatly appreciated, and it keeps the Punishers going. 

  1LT Tyler Hitter/SFC Jamal Jenkins 

Able Company “The Professionals”  ~continued 
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2nd Platoon- Maniacs 

Christmas and New Years have come and gone in Yahya 

Khel.  2nd Platoon continues to push insurgents out of our district, 

while providing security and projects for the locals.  In addition to 

combat operations, 2nd Platoon, along with 3rd Platoon and Head-

quarters has utilized the winter lull to make improvements to our 

living conditions on COP Yayha Khel.  2nd Platoon‟s area is now 

sporting new beds and vinyl flooring and our chow hall is starting to 

resemble Sharana with a newly installed AFN Television.   

2nd Platoon was fortunate enough to send 7 Maniacs back 

to their Families for leave over the Holidays.  In route home SSG 

Camphouse, SPC Mcgraw, PFC Cofer and PV2 Dolly were able to 

attend a USO show on Sharana and meet actor Robin Williams.  

Unfortunately, 2nd Platoon suffered its first injury of the 

deployment this past month.  Private Brett Moore was hurt during a 

vehicle roll-over on 29 December 2010.  Private Moore has been 

sent back to the United States for further treatment and recovery.  

2nd Platoon Leadership spoke to him before he left Germany back to 

the states.  Moore is in good spirits and was singularly focused on 

getting well enough to join his brothers in 2nd Platoon again.  We 

wish him a fast recovery and a well-deserved rest with his Family. 

We want to thank everyone for sending packages and pre-

sents to our Soldiers during the Holidays.  Despite a slight delay 

from when packages reach Sharana and when they are sent down 

here, getting mail continues to make a dramatic impact on moral on 

COP Yahya Khel.  
1LT Jack Kilcoyne/SSG Chase Usher 

2nd Plt enjoy 

Christmas dinner 

in the newly 

decorated Yahya 

Khel Mess Hall 

Doc Ventura and 

SSG Usher pro-

vide medical care 

to a village elder 

while on patrol in 

Shamali Zanki 

Village 

PFC Knepper receives his Combat Infantry-

man‟s Badge from Gen Townsend 

SPC Lorance on partrol 

with 1st Plt and ANSF 



3rd Platoon- Devils 
 

Despite being away from home for the holidays, 3rd pla-

toon remains in good spirits and dedicated to continuing our mis-

sion.  We are taking advantage of our opportunities to patrol our 

area while the weather is still good, and we spend a lot of time 

learning and understanding our area, inside and out.   We have 

been working with Afghan Security Forces and helping them hand 

out humanitarian aid for the people and help improve their lives.   

We are also trying to bring developmental projects to Yahya Khel.   

 3rd Platoon had a good Christmas and New Year‟s, de-

spite being in Afghanistan.  We celebrated Christmas with our 

“real” Christmas tree, sent to us from our Vietnam Veterans.  Other 

good news is, we now have a working washer and dryer, so we no 

longer have to wash our clothes by hands in well water as the high 

temperature is currently in the low 40s.  We now have an AFN TV 

working, so we will be able to watch the news, College Bowl 

games and the NFL Playoffs.   Our quality of life on COP Yahya 

Khel continues to improve, making this deployment a little easier 

on us all.   

 Thank you for the support you continue to provide!   

 1LT Zach Savarie/SFC Jacob Provence 

Able Company “The Professionals” ~continued 
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4th Platoon- Jolly Rogers 
 

December went by quickly for the Jolly Rogers.  We con-

ducted many patrols engaging with the local population, and moved 

into areas we had not been to previously.  This allowed us to meet 

with villagers who rarely have contact with the Afghan Security 

Forces and Americans.  We also participated in a battalion opera-

tion, during which we had 150 Afghan soldiers attached to our pla-

toon.  It was a challenge at all levels to keep things organized.   

For Christmas day we had CPT LeMaire with us to cele-

brate and enjoy an excellent meal cooked by Specialists Avery and 

Rizo.  We also had a brief visit from the assistant Division Com-

mander, General Townsend.  He pinned Combat Infantryman‟s 

Badge‟s on ten of our Soldiers, and spent some time talking to Sol-

diers about their homes and the deployment so far.   

 The support during the holidays has been tremendous.  We 

have received numerous packages from Family and friends, as well 

as other organizations.  Your thoughts help make the holidays pass 

quickly, and have us all looking forward to getting back home.  We 

are starting to send a lot of Soldiers home for leave, and though we 

miss them, we know how much they are enjoying spending time 

with their Families.  

 

1LT Mike Mahowald/SFC David Anderson 
 

BG Townsend & 

CPT LeMaire 

award PFC 

Ferrara his CIB on 

Christmas Day 

Jolly Rogers Christmas Eve Platoon photo 

1LT Zach Savarie re-enlist SGT Cory Cook. 

3rd Plt hearing information 

to prepare their Soldiers for 

re-enlistments 

The 3rd Plt            

Christmas Tree 
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Your Baker Company FRG Leaders:            

Alison Ross 270-404-1935                

Heather Marrou   270-498-8917               

FRG Email Address: bakerfrg@gmail.com 

Baker Company Rear Detachment:      

SSG David Myers                                        

270-412-4905 

david.o.myers@us.army.mil 

Outlaw Friends and Families; 

 December was another busy month as we tried to get as much done as possible before the real winter weather arrived as it now 

seems to have done.  Our biggest event was an Air Assault with Able Company in to Zwaka Village.  1st and 3rd Platoons with the Com-

pany Headquarters had the mission of clearing the eastern half of the village while Able cleared the west.  Though very cold throughout 

the day and very busy, the company did an outstanding job and as always made 1SG Conner and I proud to be a part of this organization. 

 Of course we celebrated Christmas in proper Afghanistan form with a little bit of down time during the day and a fantastic meal 

provided by SPC Chavez in Mata Khan and SGT Grady in Sar Hawza.  We received a short visit from COL Jenkins, CSM Hambrick, 

LTC Womack and CSM Judd, who just stopped in to wish all the men a Merry Christmas and remind them of another Christmas, 66 

years ago that the 506th Infantry fought through.  Helps us all to remember that we are a part of a great tradition of fighting men and that 

this Division and this Regiment have always been called upon to fill in where others have failed.    

 Following Christmas Dinner in Mata Khan we passed out small Christmas gifts that had been sent to the platoon by some of our 

great donors, friends and Family.  No one was left out and we were even able to share with our Afghan Police counterparts.  It was a 

great day that was enjoyed by all.   

 As part of our continued security initiatives we have built a new Afghan Police outpost near the Sar Hawza Bazaar.  This OP has 

become home to a platoon of Afghan Police and has greatly improved security in and around the village of Sar Hawza.  Knowing that the 

Police are present when we drive towards the Bazaar provides a great comfort to the Soldiers and the police have made a dramatic differ-

ence in the attitudes of the people of Sar Hawza.   

~continued 

1st Platoon, Baker Company 
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 Congratulations are in order for our Soldiers who have earned a promotion in the last month. 

To Staff Sergeant:     To Specialist: 

SSG Percevault, SSG Ross    SPC Nance 

To Private First Class:     To Private Second Class: 

PFC Ward, PFC Mora, PFC Nicholson, PFC Carroll  PV2 Green 

 

 R&R Leave is in full swing at the moment and many of the Soldiers have already had the opportunity to get home for their 

15 days of freedom.  All of Baker Company should be complete with leave by the end of May and your Soldier should know when 

they will be headed out on leave. 

 A great thanks to all of our friends and Family out there for your support during the holidays and every day.  The holidays 

were made much more special by your well wishing, great packages, and gifts.  I hope that everyone is doing well and wish you all 

the best. 

 

Currahee!   

~CPT Dale Marrou, Company Commander 

PFC Nance & PV2 Huntzinger 

SSG Baysore, SGT Lewis & SSG Unger 

1st PLT in Zwaka Village 

SPC Evans & PFC Gossner in Koti Khel 
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2nd Plt climbs a mountain near Gulruddin in southern Sar Hawza 

HA Drop after our clearance of Koti Khel Village 

in southern Mata Khan District 

Pulling Guard over our Patrol Base 

LT Tully takes a break for a snack in Zwaka Village 

Our patrol base in Zwaka 

Christmas in Mata Khan 
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Your Charlie Company FRG Leaders:               

Vanessa Nohelty  931-220-8308                     

Danielle DeBourbon  931-561-1987            

Email Address: GunfightersFRG@yahoo.com 

Charlie Company Rear Detachment:               

SSG Josh Nohelty                                                    

270-956-3336                                                                  

joshua.nohelty@us.army.mil  

Gunfighter Family and Friends, 

December was a great month for Gunfighter. The company has con-

tinued to patrol heavily and do our best to improve the quality of life 

for all the Afghans living close to KKC and Kushamond. Down in 

Kushamond, we have brought wells to four different villages. Addi-

tionally, we have dropped off some winter clothes for the villagers to 

try and stay warm during the cold nights. Around KKC, Gunfighter 

has been working hard to resolve a 20 year old land dispute between 

villages. Despite the cold weather and bad weather that winter offers 

in Paktika, Gunfighter will continue to patrol and shape a brighter 

future for the people of Paktika. 

 The Holidays quickly came and went for us. I stayed down in 

Kushamond, while 1SG Cavataio celebrated Christmas and New 

Years with everyone in KKC. Both bases had excellent turkey dinners 

on Christmas day, we are definitely grateful for our Echo Company 

cooks. Thankfully, both days were quiet and the men got to enjoy 

both Holidays. The stockings that the FRG sent were greatly appreci-

ated and added quite the holiday feel to both bases. The support of 

different care packages and everything that was sent boosted the mo-

rale of the men tremendously. Thank you all so much for your support 

and I ask that you continue to support us. 

 As the deployment goes on, already a quarter of the way 

done, we say goodbye to some valued Gunfighters and welcome some 

new faces to the company. 2nd Platoon‟s platoon leader, 1LT Don 

Duong, has changed roles in the Battalion and is now the Baker Com-

pany Executive Officer. Although 2nd Platoon is down in Waza Kwah, 

we wish Don well with his new job and welcome 1LT Daniel 

Midgett. In 4th Platoon, 1LT Daniel Basile, transitioned to the Battal-

ion S-4 shop. 2LT Tyner Elgin has taken over and is excited to lead-

ing his new platoon. Gunfighter also welcomes PFC Martin, SPC 

Mills, PFC Hernandez, and SPC Higley to Afghanistan.  

 Thanks again to our FRG, Families, and friends for every-

thing that you have sent the men. The impact that care packages and 

mail has on the men is tremendous and I ask you to continue your 

support!  

 ~CPT Andrew M Hill, Commander                                                                                                                                            

~1SG David Cavataio 
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Dear Dealer Family and Friends, 

 Happy New Year! On behalf of the 1SG and me and from all the 

Soldiers and leaders in Dealer Company we hope and pray that all of you 

are well as we head into 2011. Christmas and New Years has come and 

gone, but I want to thank you all for the tremendous support you gave. 

Dealer Company received mountains of care packages throughout the 

month of December. 

 Despite the holiday season Dealer Company remained focused at 

the task at hand and kept the pressure on the enemy. Your Soldiers continue 

to amaze me at their selfless service and dedication to providing security to 

the villages of Waza Khwa District. With temperatures getting as low as 4 

degrees it is a challenge to conduct combat patrols, but rest assured the Sol-

diers are getting after it and leaders are protecting the force.  

 This month we have dramatically assisted our Afghan National 

Security Forces with the needed winterization projects to increase quality of 

life at their compounds, ultimately strengthening our partnership and dis-

playing our commitment to the Government of Afghanistan.  

 Dealer Company took a much deserved knee on Christmas Day to 

afford Soldiers and leaders the opportunity to reach out and communicate 

with Family and enjoy the day together as brothers in arms. To celebrate 

the day we executed a 1000 lbs. Club tryout in the gym, Xbox NCAA Foot-

ball Tournament, and platoon skits, giving them the opportunity to poke a 

little fun at leaders. The Xbox tournament culminated in the final two Sol-

diers playing the Championship Game in the Ice Bowl. The final game was 

played outside in 14 degree weather! What would Christmas be without a 

feast? The Dining Facility, lead by SPC Morrison, did a superb job putting 

together Christmas dinner. No Soldier left the dining facility wanting more 

to eat. The dinner also gave company leadership the opportunity to share 

some of our culture with our Afghanistan Brothers in Arms as we broke 

bread with them. Also, Eagle 8, BG Townsend, visited the FOB to award 

Soldiers CIBs, CMB, and Division Coins. 

 I would be remiss if I did not say think you to all the FRG! Dealer 

received the Dealer Tags and we appreciate the thought and gift. Melissa, 

we all appreciate your continued dedication and service. To all the FRG 

Ladies, thank you for your committed support. 

 ~CPT Cole DeRosa, Dealer 6, Commander                                                                                                                                    

~1SG Brian Gemmill, Dealer 7, First Sergeant  

Delta Company FRG Leader:            

Melissa Gemmill                                             

337-353-1043                                            

Email: deltacompanyfrg@gmail.com 

Delta Company Rear Detachment:               

SGT Jeremy Rice                                                      

270-412-6834                                                

jeremy.a.rice1@us.army.mil 

1LT Hood & SPC Gallucci sorting holiday mail 

Death Dealers staying fit—SGT Redman & PVT Jones 

SSG Dixon receives 

Division Coin from 

BG Townsend 
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3rd Platoon 

 Another busy month has come and gone for 3rd Platoon Delta Company.   Your sol-

diers have been working hard  to continue their efforts throughout the battle space as we con-

tinuously expand our area of operations and influence among the people.  Even as the weather 

begins to cool the past month has been consistent with 3/D‟s upbeat tempo of continuous pa-

trols in and around the Sharana  AO.   This month‟s efforts consisted of Key Leader Engage-

ments with the local population, mounted combat patrols, and Air Assault missions into the 

Afghan mountains. 

 A particular highlight of the month was 3rd Platoon‟s presentation of the Combat 

Infantry Badge.  This ceremony was conducted in order present the Soldiers with this coveted 

award due to their actions in combat.  Another  highpoint throughout the month was the pro-

motion of SPC John Castro to the rank of Sergeant.  This promotion is a tribute to his con-

tinuous commitment and excellence of duty. 

 The holidays were spent here at FOB Sharana where the Soldier‟s  were able to en-

joy a home style meal and relax among their peers. We appreciate your continuous support as 

your Soldiers remain persistent in their efforts to work hand in hand with our Afghan partners 

to bring peace and stability to Afghanistan.  Take care and Happy New Year. 

 

             

1LT Greg Shoemaker, 3/D Platoon Leader  

SFC Daniels ensuring 

a suitable LZ for heli-

copters to land 

SPC McFadden with Afghan Partner, 

Interpreter Pete 

SSG Lepou & SGT Haskett discuss their 

course of action during a Platoon Operation SSG Reaser & SPC “Doc” Holley await the 

start of a mission 

PV2 Kamara prepares his vehicle prior to the 

mission patrol brief 

SSG Santana, SSG Reaser & SGT Haskett 

eagerly await the start of the Platoon Skits 

ICE BOWL Christmas 

Night: X-box football 

championship game:               

14 degrees 
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     4th Platoon 

Happy New Year! 

 The month of December brought with it some changes, but for the most part, 4 th Platoon has finally settled into a comfortable 

rhythm.   

 We continue to have a strong presence in the villages and areas surrounding FOB Kushamond.  Each patrol, whether mounted or 

on foot, brings with it new experiences. We are constantly learning and adapting to the unique challenges that make every day interesting. 

 One of the biggest areas of change has been in the way we interact with the local population.  Initially, the people of some of the 

villages were less than enthusiastic to talk with us or work with us in bringing about positive change in Afghanistan.  As our presence has 

increased, the local Afghans have learned that they can trust us to do the right thing, that we really do care about their situation, and are 

doing everything on our power to help them; whether it be increased security, assisting with infrastructure projects, or providing medical 

assistance. 

 A key to our success has been the overwhelming support we are receiving from you, our loved ones at home.   We receive mail 

pretty regularly, but with the Holiday season, we saw a HUGE increase in the number of packages we received. THANK YOU! It is hard 

to express adequately what a morale boost it is to get something from home, whether it is a letter, a favorite snack, or the newest DVD.  

One thing we have been able to do is fill a pocket with a handful of goodies before a patrol. Nothing says “friendship” like being able to 

give a treat to a small child in a rural village. 

 As our tour progresses, the Soldiers of 4th Platoon continue to take turns going home on R&R Leave.  This is a special time for 

the Soldier to relax, have fun, and most importantly, spend time with Family. It is important to remember, though, that your Soldier has to 

come back focused and ready to work. Don‟t have so much fun that he gets hurt or in trouble. 

 Promoted this past month was Kenneth Aguiar; from Specialist to Sergeant. Congratulations to him and his Family.  

 We welcomed our new Platoon Leader this month as well. 2LT Tyner Elgin has taken the reins as “46”.  We welcome him and 

his wife Angela to the team, and look forward to continued success under his leadership. 

 

Currahee!   SFC Brent McDowell 
Christmas Dinner 

SGT Fernandez interacts with a hard-core Cowboys Fan 

PFC Hoyle and Friend 

PFC Green of Echo Co hand out school supplies to Afghan girls 
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Echo Company  “Wolfpack” 

Wolfpack Families and Friends, 

 Each time I sit down to write one of these articles it feels as if 

I just wrote the last one a few days ago! Of course that is a good thing 

as it can only mean that time is flying by.  It always seems to go that 

way when you are staying busy, and that is exactly what the Wolfpack 

is doing.  The Holiday Season and New Years added to the speed of 

the last month-and catching a football game or two always helps as 

well. 

 The first thing I would like to do in this letter is say farewell 

to a member of the Pack.  CPT Shiv Kumar has served as the Execu-

tive Officer (XO) for the past year.  All members of the company 

would agree that CPT Kumar poured his heart and soul into this or-

ganization and is largely responsible for the success we have experi-

enced thus far.  He deployed ahead of the rest of the company to re-

ceive our equipment and prepare for the company‟s arrival.  Without 

his hard work, dedication and leadership, our initial experiences in 

Afghanistan would not have gone so smoothly.  Shiv is currently on 

leave spending time with his Family and will return to Afghanistan to 

work as the Assistant Brigade S4 before he goes back to the states to 

attend the Captain‟s Career Course at Ft. Lee, VA.  Echo Company is 

truly appreciative for all he has done for the unit and we wish him the 

best of luck as he continues his Army career.  While it hurts to lose a 

great leader, we are excited to welcome 1LT Eric Wenstrup to the 

Wolfpack.  Eric is a transportation officer from Ohio and is looking 

forward to doing great things as he fills the big shoes that Shiv left 

behind.   

Your Echo Company FRG Leaders:                 

Kristin Bowman  931-591-3174                 

Cindy Cox  931-801-5765                       

Email: echoco.wolfpack@gmail.com 

Echo Company Rear Detachment:        

SSG Korin Sheldon                                     

270-956-1777 

karin.r.sheldon@us.army.mil 

CPT Kumar with his going away gift from the Wolfpack 

SSG Queen & SSG Headen enjoy a laugh at the range 

SFC Cockrell receives an ARCOM 

for operating the best Dining   

Facility at Ft Campbell 

1SG Aldrich preparing to call the company to “Attention” 
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Echo Company  “Wolfpack”    ~continued 

WOLFPACK SPOTLIGHT 

This month’s Wolfpack Spotlight is SPC Roxetta Hunnicutt.  She is 
the orderly room NCOIC and manages the day to day operations 
in our company tactical operations center (TOC).  She is responsible 
for all of the administrative duties to include personnel status as 
well as all mail operations.  She has two children, Emya (10 months) 
and Omaris (5 yrs).  Her husband, Timothy, is also serving in 2-506.  
She has been in the Brigade for 5 years now and this is her third de-
ployment with the Currahees.   

 The last month proved busy as we continue support  in West 

Paktika.  Distro has been all over the place getting the gear where it 

needs to be, when it needs to be there.   Our Maintenance Platoon has 

also been on the move.  Our mechanics have been going to each location 

as they fill in for others taking leave, perform maintenance assessments, 

or just surge support where it is needed.  The amount of equipment they 

are responsible for maintaining justifies almost double the amount of 

manpower we have, but due to the hard work and skillful management 

by SFC Beck and SSG Headen, everything is always is taken care of.  

LT Kwon, SPC Alexander and SPC Sambrano have been busy receiv-

ing, processing and shipping repair parts this month.  So far, they have 

shipped over 150 different requests by helicopter so the mechanics have 

the right parts for the job (their peers call them UPS because they ship 

so much stuff!).  The rest of the group has been concentrating on gen-

erator maintenance.  Generators provide power at all or our forward 

locations and require a lot of attention. The Field Feeding crew knocked 

another holiday meal out of the park on Christmas day.  Lately, they 

have been busy sending new kitchen equipment out to improve the din-

ing facilities at each location Better meals have a tremendous impact on 

Soldier morale and since we have started operations I believe that every 

location would say we have helped achieve that goal. 

 We also want to recognize recent Wolfpack promotions.  PFC 

Imhoff, PFC Manybeads, PFC Nichols and PFC Melik were all pro-

moted on 1  January.  Rob Goodin was promoted to First Lieutenant on 

5 January.  Congratulations to all as they have performed excellently 

and demonstrated the potential for increased responsibility.  

 As always, I would like to say thanks to everyone for your sup-

port, especially those who dedicate  countless hours volunteering with 

the Family Readiness Group.  Please contact our Rear D or FRG if you 

need anything.                                                                        

        

      Very Respectfully,                                                                                        

      ~CPT Justin Bowman, Commander 

Newly promoted PFC Nichols & PFC Imhoff 

On the firing line 

2LT Kwon with Robin Williams. Several 

celebrities visited on a USO tour 


