
Task Force Red Currahee, Friends and Family, 

 As we begin the holiday season while deployed to Afghanistan, I offer thanks for 

all the support provided to TF Red Currahee and our Families.  We continue to make a dif-

ference in Afghanistan and remain committed to providing the people of Afghanistan the 

same opportunity all American's enjoy this Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 This has been a tough month for Task Force Red Currahee.  As the result of com-

bat operations during the month of October, we honor three fallen Heroes: PFC Jordan 

Byrd, SSG Kenneth McAninch, and SGT Diego Solorzano. Their sacrifice on behalf of 

their fellow Red Currahees will never be forgotten.  We conducted Memorial Services in 

Afghanistan and I know the Red Currahee Family joins the battalion as we continue to sup-

port the Families of our fallen. 

 During times of adversity, we learn a lot about each other.  TF Red Currahee re-

sponded by continuing to press our fight against the enemies of Afghanistan while we rely 

on support and teamwork across our formation.  Our Soldier's fighting spirit reflects the 

character of our leaders and camaraderie across the formation.  The entire Division has 

rallied around TF Red Currahee during our loss.  Our Soldier's sacrifice is not in vain and 

the importance of our Mission is the reason our enemy cannot prevail.  We know that our 

continued service honors our fallen Hero's sacrifice. 

 As we remember our fallen, I offer Shakespeare's immortal words: “From this day 

to the ending of the world, we in it shall be remembered; we few, we happy few, we band 

of brothers; for he today that sheds his blood with me shall be my brother”.  

Currahee and Stands Alone! 

~LTC David Womack & CSM Charles Judd 

From the Battalion Command Team…... 
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 While the hearts of our Red Currahee Family have been heavy with loss throughout October, we should be en-
couraged by the opportunity we had to know and serve alongside PFC Byrd, SSG McAninch, and SGT Solorzano Val-
dovinos. We can not only be encouraged by their lives, but truly thankful to God as He continues to work among us, and 
within us, to transform us into the men and women he desires us to be. The Apostle Paul models this attitude of thankful-
ness as he praises God for the comfort he received in the midst of a life-threatening trial he experienced while taking a 
stand for truth. The scripture reads:  

“All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of all com-
fort.

 
He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give 

them the same comfort God has given us….We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in 
the comfort God gives us. 

We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we went through in the province of 
Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and we thought we would never live through it. In 
fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely only on God, who raises 
the dead. And he did rescue us from mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in him, 
and he will continue to rescue us. And you are helping us by praying for us. Then many people will give thanks because 
God has graciously answered so many prayers for our safety.”        (2 Corinthians 1:3 -11, NLT) 

 As Paul faced opposition that attempted to undermine his leadership, his teaching, and take his very life through 
beatings, stoning, and imprisonment, He was physically and emotionally wounded to the point that he despaired of life 
itself. Yet as we see within his letter, it was only then that he found divinely imparted power and comfort to carry on 
through his faith in God. He was thankful because he knew he was being prepared for something greater. He looked 
beyond his present circumstances to see that his trials were training him to lead and comfort others as they experienced 
various troubles in the future.  

 

 If we are to truly honor our fallen Soldiers this is a principle that we must embrace. For this is at the heart of be-
ing human and experiencing life as we have been designed to live it; to be thankful as we recognize our utter depend-
ency upon God and upon one another. As such, it is a principle that underlies this great Regiment to which we belong. 
CURRAHEE! STANDS ALONE!! Yet we do not stand-alone as individuals or in isolation. We stand alone together…
upon the shoulders of those who have gone before us, and alongside those with whom we currently serve. In order to 
persevere and prevail, we must maintain an attitude of thanksgiving that is anchored to our trust in God, while continuing 
to comfort one another in the midst of our loss. 

 

 

 ~CH (CPT) Michael Johnson 

Red Currahee Chaplain’s Corner……. 
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Need someone to talk to? You have options! 

Military One Source 1-800-342-9647 or 

www.militaryonesource.com  A 24/7 line that can answer ques-

tions or provide assistance in every aspect of life. 

 

4th Brigade Military Family Life Consultant  270-881-6376 

 

Chaplain 24/7 Line:  270-798-CARE (2273) 



Family Readiness Office 
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1-506th Family       

Readiness Support     

Assistant (FRSA): 

Tammy Phillips 

270-956-0926  Office           

931-472-5640  Cell 

Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil 

Want to make a difference? 

Want to help out?  Contact 

your FRG Leader about  

Volunteer opportunities! 

Aspiring Writer? 

Just have some-

thing to share? We 

would love to have 

stories, articles, po-

ems, etc. written by 

our Families! Sub-

mit to Tammy via 

email and you 

might just get pub-

lished in one of our 

upcoming issues! 

                                             

Born a child so sweet and small  

Through the grace of our nurturing and of Gods love, they grow ,  

they grow steadily and they become, well; them .  

Huge in spirit , gaining knowledge and forever seeking to do what they have too ,  

to become strong, capable and worthwhile in a comfort that suits their existence in life .  

We watched them grow, we smiled and we prayed and then we let them go.  

We now look at them so proud .  

Proud Soldiers that stand so true   

True to what we've taught them,  

true to what they have learned  

and true to what we had dreamed they would become .  

Looking at all of this from a loving parents eye,  

we now know there is no need to cry.     

 

Proud parent of PVT Samuel Simondet 101st Airborne  Georgia Hazel                                                                                                                      

Moving or Going Out of Town?? 

Please be sure to let us know if you are moving, 

changing phone numbers, or emails so we will 

have your current contact information.  

If you are traveling out of town, please send 

Tammy your travel dates and the address where 

you will be located, just in case of emergency. 

 

It's easy to make a buck.  It's 
a lot tougher to make a     
difference.      

   ~Tom Brokaw 

 

The Families, Soldiers, and Command Teams of 1-506 Red Currahees send 
out a huge THANK YOU to all of our Volunteers for what you do! No matter 
how little or how much, we could not do what we do without you! 

Congratulations to Annette Tompkins of HHC for receiving the      

Division Rear Detachment Deployment Coin! 
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“PFC Jordan Byrd or “DOC” as he was known by his brothers was 

a warrior--He emerged as a leader from day one.  Jordan immedi-

ately deployed to JRTC and set off to make a difference with the 

Jolly Roger Platoon- attached to Able Company in preparation for 

our deployment to Afghanistan.  Whether carrying the rock for PT 

or ensuring his fellow Red Currahees had enough water, all Red 

Currahees knew PRC Byrd‟s heart and determination were much 

larger than the medical bag he carried with great pride and he be-

came an outstanding Combat Medic.  Soldiers on the battlefield 

understand when a Soldier cries out “MEDIC” everything else be-

comes secondary.  PFC Jordan Byrd answered 

the call for a Combat Medic while under fire in 

Yaya Khel.  Jordan exposed himself to enemy 

fire protecting a fallen comrade in the process.  

He did so instinctively, reacting with out con-

cern for his own safety to answer the call.  We 

remember PFC Jordan Byrd as a brother, hus-

band, and father. One day I will tell his son 

Ayden that his father fought with his brothers.  

Our mission is important, but Jordan was there 

first for his brothers answering the call.”  

 ~LTC David Womack, Battalion 

Commander 

 

In Memory of  PFC Jordan M. Byrd 

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; For  he to-day that sheds his blood with me, Shall be my brother."    

~ Shakespeare, Henry V 

“Jordan Byrd was the Combat Medic for 4th Platoon and I can 

attest that he was in great demand, not only for his skills as a 

medic but for his leadership as a Soldier.   

What struck me about PFC Byrd was his attitude.  Jordan was 

always smiling and had that eternally optimistic attitude; he 

was also mentally and physically tough. Jordan joined us late 

due to the birth of his son Ayden, but never missed a beat. Dur-

ing our mission into Kalatar, 4th Platoon came under intense 

SAF/RPG fire. As our fellow Soldier, SPC Sus-

taita, was wounded, despite accurate enemy fire, 

PFC Byrd showed no hesitation as he responded 

to care for SPC Sustaita. He died while caring 

for a fellow Soldier, which is a true act of hero-

ism that will always be an inspiration to us all 

and will never be forgotten    

PFC Byrd stood tall amongst his peers and was 

respected by all who knew him.  He was a lov-

ing husband and father in his relationship with 

his wife Savanna and son Ayden, and he serves 

as an inspiration to us all. 

The success of a unit is predicated on the selfless 

service of soldiers like PFC Byrd.  We remem-

ber PFC Byrd as a brother, fellow Soldier, and 

loving husband and father, he is a true American 

hero.  We will honor his legacy by ensuring our 

actions represent what he stood for.” 

~CPT Al LeMaire, Able Company Commander 

“Though he wasn‟t with us long he made a memorable and last-

ing impression. He was always upbeat and positive, quick with a 

smile, or at least a smirk. Though he wasn‟t with us long he made 

a memorable and lasting impression. He was always upbeat and 

positive, quick with a smile, or at least a smirk. Byrd will be 

dearly missed by his Family, friends and fellow Soldiers, not just 

because he was a Soldier, but because of the man he was and 

what he brought every day. I am thankful to have known Byrd, 

even for the short time that I was able to work with him and wish 

it could have been much longer.” 

~ SFC Matthew Beattie, Medical Platoon 

“Bravery, courage, strength, and selflessness. 

These words describe Jordan best. No matter 

what problem you were having, he was always there with a big 

smile on his face; willing to do anything he could to help you. And 

no matter what mood you were in his positive attitude and upbeat 

demeanor always made it better. He saved our brother that day, and 

in doing so he sacrificed his life, so that another could live. 

In simple words Byrd flew against another horizon above all our 

understanding or grasp. Yet he stood amongst us without a care in 

the world, and he wouldn‟t have it any other way. Always with his 

goofy grin, he had a way about him that could shine right through 

you. He was a bright beacon in a dark passage way in a black time 

where little to nothing came through. His voice echoed against what 

we were and what we shall forever be. Life may now hold heavier 

without him here. 
But just know this, his bright light still held its shine in such a dull, 

dark place. Even though we knew he was meant for greater things. 

He will always be remembered and always be in our prayers.”  

~SPC David Gudmunson  
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“SSG Mack embodied the word life.  He lived every day and was 

passionate about living.  He died so that we could live.  I believe 

that SSG Mack is here right now looking over us with a big goofy 

grin on his face.  If we could ask him what he thought about all of 

this he‟d probably joke about the whole thing and make light of it.  

That‟s how he dealt with adversity.  He did it with a smile on his 

face. 

We will never fully understand the sacrifice that he made.  He gave 

up his wife and kids for us.  He died so that our Families could live 

in a place where our children can go to whatever school that we 

choose.  We can worship any God that we wish.  Where Sunday 

smells like barbeque and apple pie.  Where our 

children can play at the playground and we don‟t 

worry about them being shot or the victim of a 

poorly implemented explosive device, or the casu-

alty of a stray mortar round.  He died for old glory 

in all her glory.”                                                  

   ~SFC Provence 

 

In Memory of  SSG Kenneth K. McAninch 

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; For  he to-day that sheds his blood with me, Shall be my brother."    

~ Shakespeare, Henry V 

“There is no greater love than for a man to lay down his life for 

a friend.   

I can truly say that SSG Mac was a real American Hero, of 

course everyone back home always praises us for the work we 

do here but how many of you can honestly say that you saved 

lives? That you went above and beyond the call of duty to do 

more than your job? SSG Mac saved four men‟s lives that day 

before he gave up his own. 

SSG Mac cared about us so much that he 

would always stop by our towers and talk to 

us about any problems we were having at 

home or just about life in general.  SSG Mac 

was a real jokester he always was walking 

around our room with a goofy smile on his 

face trying to make us smile no matter what 

the situation. I will always remember him 

waking us up at 0630 for police call and all of 

our other chores with a full mug of coffee and 

a giant smile on his face. SSG Mac would 

watch movies with us and sometimes even 

fall asleep doing so. He loved playing hearts 

or whatever card game was on the board for 

the night and he was pretty good at it. SSG 

Mac also liked to commandeer Sgt Stanley‟s 

computer to play plats vs. zombies for multi-

ple hours in a row. 

What makes a man great? When a man passes 

on to the next life everyone will say “Oh he 

was a great man.” But we must ask ourselves what made SSG 

Mac a great man? And everyone who knew him can attest to 

his fortitude among his men. His overwhelming generosity to 

come speak to you when you were down or just to talk because 

he was bored. 

One of my brothers in this platoon told me that one of the rea-

sons why SSG Mac reenlisted was because of his Soldiers. He 

loved interacting with team leaders all the way down to the 

lowest private. Although SSG Mac did not have his own squad 

I am sure that everyone can agree with me that every squad was 

SSG Mac‟s squad because of the fact that he loved his men ”  

 

~PV2 Colombini 

“SSG McAninch was a dedicated father of five and 

very proud of it. He was a squad leader to many but 

to most of us he was SGT Mack and truly a wonder-

ful person, always had a smile on his face, he did all 

he could to make everyone else around him smile 

and happy. I remember one time I had just gotten off 

tower guard he was just getting on SOG, I stayed up 

most of the night talking to him he told me the rea-

son he joined the Army was because his dad who 

was a 1SG said he couldn‟t handle it so SGT Mack 

being the person he was said it‟s on, with a smile on 

his face he told me how he‟s done more in his mili-

tary career than his father! Then he told me the reason for staying in 

the Army was for us. I asked how so he then replied „see on my first 

deployment I lost my best friend he was only 19 and hadn‟t started 

his life yet he was father and mother to his little sister and the loss of 

him weighed heavy on me so I told myself for as long as I can I‟m 

going to stay in and make sure that I can do all I can do so that, that 

never happens and so that all of you here are happy and safe‟. For 

those of us who knew him knew that he was true to his word and 

lived everyday by it, making those around him lives more enjoyable 

and filled with laughter.  He was always making jokes but never at 

anyone's expense, always looked for ways to improve the lives of 

those around him and show them he cared, he was a very giving 

man. SGT Mack was dedicated  to his job regardless if at times it 

upset him yea of course he complained in a jokingly manner but 

never did you see him down always with a smile. They say a picture 

is worth one thousand words well I say picture SGT Mack‟s smile 

and it filled thousands of hearts that his life touched. SGT Mack to 

me was more than just a squad leader he was some one who I trusted 

and loved, I looked up to him like a little brother looks up to his 

older siblings I feel very fortunate to have been a part of his life and 

learned his teachings he will forever be loved and missed.”  

      ~PFC Flores  
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“When Solo first came to my squad in September of last year, the 

thing that struck me the most about him was how disciplined he was 

and how professional he was. He was always squared away, always 

looked like a Soldier, and could always be depended on to do the 

right thing.  Solo made my job as a squad leader easy, I always 

knew I could count on him to do anything that needed to be done 

and not have to worry about checking up on him. 

As I got to know him better, I learned about his sense of humor, his 

love for life, and his decency.  No matter what the situation, Solo 

was always able to bring a smile to my face, whether it was his con-

stant tinkering with his gear so he wouldn‟t have to wear his assault 

pack, his off color jokes about anyone and every-

one, his goofy grin, or his medium shirts that only 

he could pull off, anytime I was down I could look 

across the room, see Solo and he would bring me 

back up. 

Even though in the Infantry we always try to look 

forward and to focus on what is ahead of us and 

not what is behind us, someone will take up your 

position and Soldier on in your place, but they 

will only be able to succeed you, no one will ever 

be able to replace you.” 

   ~SSG Anderson 

 

In Memory of  SGT Diego A. Solorzano 

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers; For  he to-day that sheds his blood with me, Shall be my brother."    

~ Shakespeare, Henry V 

“The first time I met Diego Solórzano he cited the page and the 

paragraph in the Blue Book that stated that you could not put 

your hands in your pockets and something along the lines of 

when did I get issued Air Force gloves. What I learned from 

Solo that he held every Solider to the standard put forth. In 

May of  2010 I was put in second squad as alpha team leader 

and Solo was my bravo team leader from day one we butted 

heads I just knew the deployment was going to be hard .  

I remember when he came to dinner for my 25th birthday 

dressed in all black and also in black sun-

glasses, I asked if clothes in the Matrix were 

expensive and he said without missing a 

beat that they really wasn‟t just hard to find 

your size with all the 0 and 1. This deploy-

ment we became close like brothers or if 

you have seen some of the pictures floating 

around maybe a little more.  

I remember one time when we were in the 

MWR I was on Skype with my three year 

old.  I told him that I worked with Diego, 

well my son thought I meant Diego the ex-

plorer one of his favorite cartoon characters 

and when I pulled Solo over my son said 

NO and walked away from the computer 

and Solo said great now I have to go to his 

birthday party. If I was down he made me 

smile.  

His offbeat humor, his goofy smile. I will 

miss the days of me and him dancing to lady 

Gaga or how he got me hooked on Mexican candy. Like chili 

powder watermelon suckers or just tamarind candy. I recall one 

night Solo caught me stealing some before I went to guard he 

said bad little pig in this creepy voice and I bout peed myself 

but still got the candy.   

He was a great guy and even better Solider. He was by far the 

best Soldier I have ever seen on the MK-19, he lead by exam-

ple and expected nothing but the best from not only his Sol-

diers but all in the platoon. I will always miss him, he was the 

brother I never had. He taught me to be a better team leader and 

person.  

He talked of his mother and his brothers Jesus and Omar. He 

loved his family deeply and by Family I mean not only his 

mother and brothers and so forth but his men in his team and 

platoon. 3rd platoon has lost a great leader but just as he would 

want us to, we must move on and take the fight to the enemy. I 

will always love you Diego Solorzano-Valdovinos and will 

always miss you brother.”  

~SGT Cook 

“SGT Solorzano, or SGT Solorzanovaldovinos, as he 

would say when he was trying to be Italian.  SGT 

Solo was without peer, by saying that I mean that he 

was a standout in my mind and one that will never be 

forgotten.  He was one of the best Soldiers, or NCOs 

that I have ever had the pleasure to work with.  He 

was always wire tight no matter the conditions good or bad.  One of 

the last memories that I have of him and will always have of him is 

while we were going to do our recon, we were passing by a qualat 

and I called him on the radio and told him that he needed to head to 

about his 3 o'clock, and when he received the transmission he did 

this Nazi marching movement and did a right face and kept marching 

and didn't skip a beat.  I know everyone behind him that saw it had 

to laugh.  That was just one good thing about him, no matter the 

situation he could always bring a smile to your face, even if you 

were feeling sad or depressed his character would bring a smile to 

your face from ear to ear.  I know that he was looked up to by every 

peer, and subordinate in this Platoon and that all of his seniors loved 

him.  Whether it was him checking himself out in his crazy mirror he 

drew on, or by him walking around in his pants hiked up way past 

his belly button, there was nothing normal or regular about him, he 

was to me a great friend, a great leader to his Soldiers, and definitely 

someone that you would want to have in your Platoon.  If there were 

more Soldiers with his drive and dedication, he might still be here 

with us today, but I know that he will never be forgotten.”  

       

     ~PFC Flores  



Hello to all Hellraiser Families and Friends, 

 
Greetings to all of the Families and friends of Hellraiser Company.  First, I would like to take a moment an honor our fallen com-

rade, PFC Jordan Byrd.  Please keep his Family in your thoughts and prayers.  The men of HHC will never forget his sacrifice and 

will continue to honor him daily through our actions.  He gave his life trying to provide care to another Soldier.  PFC Jordan Byrd is 

a true hero and his memory will always remain in our hearts. 

Throughout the month of October, HHC continued to execute numerous combat operations and support the Battalion.  I honestly 

could not be more proud and impressed with everything that the Company is accomplishing.  Your men are truly making a difference 

within the Battalion, with the people of Afghanistan, and the enemy. 

The Mortar, Scout, 3/D, and PSD Platoons continue to aggressively execute missions every day.  We have conducted numerous 

Company missions in varying terrain by ground and air assault.  The Battalion Staff, anchored by SGM Corrigan, continues to set the 

standard and assists all companies in command and control.  Each section has attached a short narrative to provide more insight on 

Platoon internal operations. 

I just wanted to thank everyone in the Hellraiser Family, and the FRG for all of their support.  Our hearts go out to PFC Jordan Byrd 

and his family.  The men of Able Company and all Families are also in our hearts and we send our deepest sympathies for recent 

losses.  The mark of a good organization is how people truly react to hardship and bond together in adverse times.  I could not be 

more thankful for our Families and friends.  The Battalion and Company FRGs are amazing and we truly appreciate all you do and 

your sacrifices.  Hope everyone has a good Thanksgiving. 

God Bless!   ~CPT Todd Tompkins, Commander 

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company  
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Your HHC FRG Leadership Team:    

Annette Tompkins  440-221-7949                                                                                              

Sheryll Shorter  706-442-7082                                                         

FRG Email Address: hhc1506@gmail.com 

 HHC Rear Detachment:    

SSG Richard McMahon 

270-412-4902 

richard.a.mcmahon@us.army.mil 

S6—PFC Colvin troubleshooting COMMO 

S1—SFC Ingram and SGT Calacano getting 

mail ready for delivery 



S1 Shop 

The S1 shop has been working tirelessly to push out mail to not 

only the Soldiers in HHC, but all the Soldiers across the Battal-

ion who are located in our outlining COPs. Although, sorting and 

receiving a average of over a 1000 pounds of mail a day is a 

tough job, Our S1 Soldiers know that getting your packages to 

the Soldiers provides not only a huge boost of morale....but also 

a little bit of home to keep us going through the tough times.  We 

are also working very hard on administrative issues to ensure 

that you and your Soldiers are taken care of.  We miss all of you 

very much and thanks for all you do. 

SFC Ingram, Craig E., TF RED CURRAHEE S-1 PSG 

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company   
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S4 Shop 

Greetings to all friends and Family of the S4 shop.  Our shop has 

been relentlessly working to get the men “stuff”, and by “stuff” I 

mean everything from food and bullets to TVs and septic tanks. 

In fact I have spent this past week getting a septic tank to one of 

the outlying COPs. Not exactly the most glamorous of projects. 

But like most work done by S4, it is often about the essential 

stuff that you might not necessarily think about. 

Our shop consists of SGT Gary Gray, 1LT Adam Tebbs and 

CPT Zach Morris. They are great Soldiers who work hard every 

day to keep our troops cared for materially. In the short time I 

have been here they have taught me an immense amount about 

supply, not to mention the Army in general. SGT Gray and I are 

the new guys. SGT Gray is a happily married Floridian who is 

the father of five children. 

Other members of the staff are SSG Thamaian Drayton and PFC 

Steven Brockway who are up at BAF working hard to push sup-

plies to Sharana. Meanwhile PFC Andres Avita is still away on 

R&R, but we look forward to his return. 

2LT Melton BN AS4 

S6 Shop 

Hello to Communication PLT Families.  Our PLT has been very 

the last month continuing to help improve our communication 

ability across the battlefield.  We have developed a team that 

travels to each of the Battalions COP‟s and helps to improve all 

communication.  We have named this the Tiger Team.  We also 

have Soldiers attached to each Company and Platoon as RTO‟s.  

Everyone is doing a great job and I could not be more proud.  

We all look forward to our reunion. 

SFC Koerner 

Fires 

We arrived in Afghanistan in August and have been living on 

FOB Sharana for about three months now. We work in the TOC 

and in the Plans office to provide support to our outlying COPS 

and FOBS. We help the troops on the ground with all their Indi-

rect Fire needs.  Our Platoon also has FOs attached to every Pla-

toon and Company.  They are all doing a superb job.  As Fires 

personnel we work very closely with our USAF JTACS to keep 

close air support and helicopters over our guys‟ heads when they 

need them. Some of us are still adjusting to life here on the FOB 

and now that it is starting to get cold out we are preparing for the 

oncoming winter. We all miss our Families and friends back 

home, and wish all of you a happy upcoming holiday season. 

SSG Hembree 

Medics 

Your HHC medical platoon is spread over nine locations provid-

ing care for over 1000 Soldiers and countless other local nation-

als.  We have conducted dozens of medevac missions, treated 

many injured fellow Soldiers and even helped deliver several 

babies. All of this goodwill and care was tested earlier this 

month with the loss of one of our own, PFC Jordan Byrd. 

Throughout the past weeks the platoon has rallied together and 

put out even more effort in caring for our fellow Soldiers. We 

strive to live up to the ideals and level of care and compassion 

that PFC Byrd epitomized. Always ready, always there. Voodoo 

Medics. 

HQ’s 

During the past month HQ platoon has done over 200 supply 

transactions, received and issued over 100,000 rounds of ammu-

nition, gone on several missions as the Commander‟s gunner, 

and started an aggressive physical fitness program.  We have 

also processed over 200 ADO orders to replace soldiers worn out 

uniforms.  The training room is processing as little as fifteen 

boxes of mail a day, and as much as fifty boxes a day.  This 

means your care packages are making it here.  Keep up the sup-

port, it is much appreciated.  We are also leaving our mark on 

FOB Sharana by mounting first battalion spades around our area, 

to include FOB Rushmore.  On top of our work load we also pull 

our weight in force protection by manning the military gate four 

nights a week.  We love and miss all of you and cannot wait till 

our return. 

Fires Platoon in 

the BN TOC 



PSD 

To the Family and Friends of the PSD Platoon: 

Hello from FOB Sharana.  We have been very busy conducting 

many Combat Patrols in the Paktika Province.  The Platoon has 

been working hard and I can say that all of the Soldiers would 

make you proud of all that they do.  One thing is for certain 

every Soldier can‟t wait for that next care package and letter, so 

keep them coming!  Thanks for your support and we all can‟t 

wait to see you all again! 

SSG Nicholson (PSG)  

Headquarters and Headquarters Co Company   ~continued 
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Scouts 

1-506 Scouts have been hard at work here in Afghanistan. As the 

4th BDE Targeting force, our focus has been refinement of preci-

sion action on targets.  Our recent successes have been great for 

morale and keep the Platoon motivated to do continuous mis-

sions.  The training conducted when we were back at Campbell 

continues to pay off and the quality of the Scout Platoon is re-

flected daily in the actions of the men. Our relationship with our 

Afghan counterparts (TF Reliance) continues to strengthen as we 

constantly conduct joint operations and work diligently to train 

them. We are able to find time to relax when not on mission, 

playing chemlight baseball has been one of the Platoon‟s favorite 

pastimes. Over the past several months, the Platoon has done 

nothing but improve their lethality and strengthens the bonds 

within. We are all proud to be part of the 1-506th Scouts and ap-

preciate all your support from the States. 

1LT Tyler Adams, Platoon Leader 

Mortars 

The Soldiers of HHC, 1-506 Mortar Platoon would like to give 

our special thanks to the Families and Friends of the Reaper Pla-

toon for their continuous support. In the last month, the Mortar 

Platoon in partnership with the Afghan National Army and Af-

ghan Uniformed Police, have increased their efforts in support-

ing the Government and the people of Afghanistan.  The platoon 

conducted many dismounted Bazaar Patrols and Key Leader 

Engagements in or around Sharana District.  In a continuous 

attempt to root out the Taliban‟s influence among many villages, 

the Mortar Platoon have also participated in several large scale 

operations to include an Air Assault operation near the Spina 

District in support of 2-506.  In the most recent weeks, the Mor-

tar Platoon has received several new incoming Currahees and 

would like to extend a warm welcome to the Families of these 

great Soldiers. The following Soldiers are now members of the 

Mortar Platoon: 2LT George Kane, PFC Jamey Carlile, PVT 

Jesse Date, PVT Satona Bailey, PVT Cody Peak, PVT Jeremy 

Wallace, PVT Nathan Joachim, PVT Timothy Flynn, PFC Tho-

mas Barden, PVT Robert Edward and PVT Taylor Hocking. 

1LT George Kane, MTR PL 

Mortars 

Soldiers of PSD 

Scouts—SPC Bushuyev in the mountains on patrol 



Hello to all Able Company Family and Friends, 

 Our Soldiers are doing an exceptional job here in Afghanistan, and the support we have received from the home front has 

been amazing. The weather is rapidly cooling off and we continue to improve our living conditions at both Out Posts.   We faced 

an active month and a half, filled with many challenges, but I can assure you that it is quite amazing how your loved ones have 

performed. I have said it many of times and I will reiterate that you couldn‟t ask for a better group of men to serve side by  side 

with in the environment we currently face. Able Company is truly lucky to have the Soldiers we do, and the support from you all 

makes the challenges we face that much easier. 

 We are quickly preparing and looking forward to Thanksgiving. We have a large feast planned at both our locations and it 

is very well deserved by all. We would like to recognize 2LT Zach Savarie on his promotion to 1st Lieutenant, Zach has done a 

great job and this is well deserved. Able Company leadership is also going through a few changes, as we welcome new officers we 

say goodbye to some of our current. Our Executive Officer, CPT Ryan Smith, is being replaced by the onetime Able 3 rd Platoon 

Leader, and former Scout Platoon Leader 1LT Tyler Adams. CPT Smith will move on to become the Battalion Rear Detachment 

Commander in January. We have also received 1LT Tyler Hitter. He will replace 1LT Carlos del Pozo as the 1st Platoon Leader, 

and Carlos will move to Battalion to take the Scout Platoon Leader job. CPT Smith and 1LT del Pozo have done a tremendous job 

with Able Company and their presence will be missed. 

I would like to say thank you for your continued heartfelt dedication and support. The AKA Vietnam Veterans have risen 

up to $5,000 and continue to provide support for our deployed Able Soldiers. It is truly remarkable and an honor to receive the 

support we do from all. 1SG Wilcox and I are extremely honored to lead such a fine organization and we have tremendous pride in 

what they continue to accomplish in an austere environment. I encourage everyone to take the challenge and continue to build our 

excellent FRG by volunteering. You are the ones that make this unit great! 

Currahee! 

~CPT Al LeMaire, Commander                                                                                                                                                            

~1SG Jeremy Wilcox, Company 1SG 

Able Company  
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Your Able Company FRG Leader:    

Rebeca LeMaire 931-809-8103                 

or 254-371-8376                                        

FRG Email Address: ablefrg@gmail.com 

Able Co Rear Detachment:    

SSG Jared Allen                                            

270-956-1649                                                

jared.j.allen@us.army.mil  

Able Company Leadership at COP Yahya 

Doc Brincefield treats some local children 



1st Platoon- Punishers 
To the Family and Friends of Able Company 1st Platoon, 

 The Soldiers of 1st Platoon continue to do an exceptional 

job over here in Yosef Khel.  Temperatures are dropping and 

nights are getting longer, but we have completed some major up-

grades to our living conditions just in time to bring heat into every 

room.  We improve our accommodations every day in between 

patrols.  1st Platoon Soldiers have also been active in the local 

community distributing humanitarian aid including blankets and 

jackets to help keep out the cold.  In such a poor community, the 

gift of a blanket or jacket can go a long way towards helping civil-

ians survive the winter.  These humanitarian missions allow local 

communities to experience American charity and build trust in our 

Soldiers.  Despite the many challenges of our mission, the Soldiers 

of 1st Platoon have served admirably and are doing work that you 

can be proud of. 

 Unfortunately, this will be my last FRG update as your 

Soldier‟s Platoon Leader.  1LT Tyler Hitter will be taking over as 

“Able 1-6” starting in early December.   I will cherish my time as 

Able 1-6 and a member of the Able Company family, and I am 

proud of all that your Soldiers have accomplished.  Even though I 

won‟t be here to enjoy them, don‟t forget to continue sending your 

l o v e  i n  l e t t e r s  a n d  p a c k a g e s !                                                                    

  Currahee!  1LT Carlos del Pozo/SFC Jamal Jenkins 

Able Company        ~continued 
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2nd Platoon- Maniacs 

First and foremost, SSG Camphouse‟s mirrors arrived in the 

gym, and now having a means of staring at himself every morning, he 

could not be happier.  The Maniacs have been busy in October and 

November.  In addition to our patrolling of the Yahya Khel District, 

the Maniacs have participated in Company and Battalion Air Assault 

Operations.  2nd Platoon is also responsible for more detainees than 

any other group in West Paktika. 

The Maniacs gained two new Soldiers in the past weeks.  

SPC William Campbell has become the new Platoon Forward Ob-

server.  PFC Jose Oviedo, from Pharr TX, is our newest Maniac and 

has joined 1st Squad.  Two Maniacs have been promoted in Novem-

ber.  SPC Barbour has passed the E-5 Board and will become a Cor-

poral on the December 1st.    PV2 Zollo was promoted to Private First 

Class upon his return from Block Leave.  Both Barbour and Zollo are 

outstanding Soldiers and these promotions are well deserved. 

We also have new additions to the Maniac Family.  PV2 

Brett Moore has married Nicole Moore and we want to congratulate 

them and their new daughter Kayla.  PFC Shawn Carlson has married 

Caitlin Carlson and we are happy to welcome both Nicole and Caitlin 

to the Maniacs. 

 We appreciate all the letters and packages from Family and 

friends.  Keep sending them to your Soldiers and know that it makes a 

huge impact.  

2LT Jack Kilcoyne/SSG Chris Camphouse 

SPC Cibula and PFC Knepper participate in SPC 

Barrington’s promotion ceremony at COP Yusof Khel. 

CPT LeMaire and 1LT del Pozo conduct a key leader engage-

ment before distributing humanitarian aid in Yahya Khel. 

SGT Erk and SSG Curtis on patrol in the Yahya Khel 

2nd Platoon “Maniacs” 



3rd Platoon- Devils 
 

3rd platoon has been very active in the month of November after 

having a difficult October.   We have been active in the area and 

we seem to be making progress with the locals and in training 

the Afghan Army and Police.  We have also been improving our 

living conditions and we now have heat in the barracks.  This is 

important as the weather is starting to cool.   Beside heat in the 

barracks, we now have a functional shower trailer and a few 

new buildings have been completed including an indoor mess 

hall and a gym.  The Soldiers have received many packages 

from Adopt-A-Platoon and they probably have enough personal 

hygiene items to last until the end of the tour.  Mail comes spo-

radically and the many packages you send show how much you 

all support us.   Since the last newsletter, we have had two new 

Soldiers in the Platoon, CPL Carbone and PV2 Scott.  Both have 

already proven themselves to be key parts of the team.   We 

really appreciate all the support that we get from everyone back 

home.   Your support helps us deal with the difficult and chal-

lenging times over here. 
 

 2LT Zach Savarie/SFC Jacob Provence 

Able Company        ~continued 
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4th Platoon- Jolly Rogers 
 

The Able Company Jolly Rogers have been very busy 

this past month.  We conducted an air assault mission, continued 

to get to know the locals in our area, and have expanded and 

improved our COP and living quarters.   COP Yosuf Khel has 

grown significantly with the help of engineers who expanded 

our perimeter, and electricians who provided new lights and 

heaters for the winter.  Even though it has started to get cold, we 

are keeping ourselves active and helping the locals finish con-

struction projects before the ground freezes.  The platoon has 

received four new Soldiers since we‟ve been here, and so far 

SPC Osenga, PV2s Nommangriffen, Green, and James have 

made a positive impression.  We also welcomed SPC Pharvixy 

back from a knee surgery.  We are all working hard, and enjoy 

the spare minutes to stay in touch with family or play a little 

Xbox.   The support we are receiving from home is amazing, 

and morale jumps whenever mail is delivered.   Thank you for 

all the letters, packages, and emails you are sending us.  We will 

continue to stay busy and take care of each other.   

2LT Mike Mahowald/SFC David Anderson 

CPL Carbone, PFC Cole and PV2 Bello on the MWR       

3rd PLT conducting joint training with the ANA  

SPC Gudmunson, PV2 Nommangriffen, and 

PV2 Green conduct rehearsals on the HLZ. 

SGT Jacobs and the Jolly Rogers waiting to go out on patrol. 



Baker Company  “Outlaws”  
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Your Baker Company FRG Leaders:            

Alison Ross 270-404-1935                

Heather Marrou   270-498-8917               

FRG Email Address: bakerfrg@gmail.com 

Baker Company Rear Detachment:      

SSG David Myers                                        

270-412-4905 

david.o.myers@us.army.mil 

Friends and Families; 

Another month has passed in Paktika and the Outlaws are still going strong and improving every day.  With the help of our ANSF 

partners we have been successful in keeping Mata Khan and Sar Hawza Districts quiet and secure.  This relative quiet has al-

lowed us to begin the follow on phases of counterinsurgency operations by focusing more on development and governance.  In 

Mata Khan, construction has begun on two new wells in the village of Sayedo Kala and we plan to follow up with a well in 

Chawnay and road improvements in Rustankhel.  In Sar Hawza we have delivered school supplies to elders of Sultani and Sar 

Hawza Village and to the school headmaster of Shatore.  With the District Sub governor we are working to create a district coun-

cil, think city council, so that each village will be represented in the district government.  Each of these projects is small in scope 

but has great results in creating support for the Government of Afghanistan and the coalition.  A small example of our success is 

illustrated in the village of Palau in Sar Hawza district, where the village elder refused to speak to us on our first visit and now 

regularly visits the district center and invited LT Midgett and his patrol in to his house for tea on our last visit to the village.  

Small successes that will lead to better security and prosperity over all. 

As far as our living arrangements are concerned, Baker Company lives up to the Army catchphrase of “always improving our 

foxhole.”  In Mata Khan we have created a small dining facility and MWR room where the men can go to play video games, grab 

a snack, or watch a movie.  SSG Vincent and SGT Tonn built a small room to house the gym equipment and are working to add a 

heater so that the men can stay fit, even in the bitter cold of winter that is quickly approaching.  In Sar Hawza we have moved in 

to our new buildings and actually have working heat and electricity.  SFC Reich was instrumental in rewiring an re-plumbing our 

shower trailer so that we can have warm showers on a regular basis, and we now boast a gym and a dining facility.  Talk about 

living in style. 

I would be remiss if I did not extend a welcome to all of our new arrivals in theater.  To SFC Jones and SSG Zern; welcome, we 

have missed you on the team for the last two months.  Also to our new Soldiers, PV2‟s Palm, Lundsford, Praga, Hoke, and And-

ino-Rivera, welcome to Baker Company and Afghanistan.  All we ask is that you do your best and support the company, the com-

pany will always support you. 

~continued 

Mortar Section prepares for registration 

SGT Macnair working the 

radios in the Sar Hawza TOC 

1st Platoon in their new Dining Facility/MWR 
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Congratulations are in order to our Soldiers who have been promoted in the last month. 

Promoted to PV2:  PV2 Mata, PV2 Green 

Promoted to PFC: PFC Carroll, PFC Ward, PFC Mora, PFC Carter, PFC Huntzinger, PFC Gross, PFC Daggett 

Promoted to SPC: SPC Gable 

Promoted to SGT: SGT Dickensheets, SGT Wolters 

 

SGT Dickensheets and SSG Banks also chose to reenlist to stay in the Army. 

 

Congratulations to all of the hard working men who were promoted this month and a sincere thank you to the two re-enlistees. 

 

As the holidays close in on us I want to wish all of the Families and friends out there a warm and Happy Thanksgiving from the Out-

laws of Baker Company.  Know that we are thinking of you and look forward to spending next year at home for the holidays.  The 

men here are working hard and making progress every day.  Though it is never easy to be away from home during the holidays we 

have a makeshift family of our own here.  Each man is a brother to the next, and we always take care of each other.  Thank you all 

for what you do every day to support the men of Baker Company. 

Currahee! 

 ~CPT Dale Marrou, Commander 

1st Platoon Promotions 

2nd PLT (1/D) checking an irrigation ca-

nal in Palau Village, Sar Hawza Village 

2nd Plt patrolling in Sultani Village 1st Plt In Koti Khel Village 

Sar Hawza Village viewed from 

Sar Hawza Ghar (mountain) 
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 1ST Platoon, D CO, 1-506TH IN 

FOB WAZA KHWA, AFGHANISTAN 
 

To the Families and loved ones of 1st PLT, D Co, 1-506 IN this is 1LT David Caudle with the monthly FRG update for October 

2010. October has been an eventful month for 1st  PLT; the month was spent constantly patrolling our Area of operations. During 

numerous missions to the towns of Waza Khwa. 1st PLT continued D Co‟s efforts to introduce ourselves as guests to the local popu-

lace; which resulted in our better understanding of the culture and problems facing the locals. Patrols further out from the Fob al-

lowed first platoon to deny the enemy the ability to bring in weapons and explosives through Waza Khwa. As always the Afghan 

Border Police are with us every step of the way.  They are good Soldiers and want to help their country, and safeguard the citizens of 

Waza Khwa 

 

I urge you all to continue to send mail and care packages to your Soldier, any piece of mail, no matter how small, will brighten a 

Soldier‟s day. Thank You all for your support.   

~1LT David Caudle 

SSG Williams and SGT Cunningham enjoy a Beck‟s non

-alcoholic beer to celebrate summiting the mountain. 

The walk up Zirat Mountain, 1st Plt navigates rough 

terrain during their relentless search for the enemy. 

1st Platoon patrols through a sandstorm 

SPC Garcia & PFC Carpenter engage the local populace 

LT Caudle & CPT Powell take point 
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Your Charlie Company FRG Leaders:               

Vanessa Nohelty  931-220-8308                     

Danielle DeBourbon  931-561-1987            

Email Address: GunfightersFRG@yahoo.com 

Charlie Company Rear Detachment:               

SSG Josh Nohelty                                                    

270-956-3336                                                                  

joshua.nohelty@us.army.mil  

Gunfighter Family and Friends, 

Currahee! Gunfighter friends and Family! Now that we have had a chance to settle down in our FOBs, I figured that you 

might like to see where the boys spend some of their time… 

The DFAC  (Dining Facility) is arguably one the most important places on the 

FOB. It is the place that brings nourishment as well as a marker for that time of 

the day and a break from whatever work was being done. It‟s also one of the 

places where the guys can watch College Football, NFL, UFC, etc.  Gives us a 

nice break and time to relax between tasks. 

The gym is another place where you can find most Soldiers at all times of the day. 

With such a demanding work schedule, Soldiers need a place to cool off and get 

those endorphins flowing. Deployments are a great way for Soldiers to start a 

healthy gym routine because it‟s close, open 24 hours, and free! We‟ve started a 

competition to see who is the strongest Gunfighter so it should be interesting to 

see who wins. 

 

     

      

      

 

 

 

 

 

Gunfighters playing softball 
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The MWR (Morale, Welfare, and Recreation) is where your Soldiers can surf the internet and place calls to home. 

This is also open 24 hours and allows the boys connection to the “outside” world. 

The Gunfighters also know how to bring the little things from America as well. The Gunfighters at FOB Ku-

shamond took this chance to promote one of our mechanics SPC Ladd and one of our cooks PFC Lotson. We also 

awarded Army Achievement Medals for Soldiers who have already performed spectacularly during our short time 

here thus far; SPC Aguiar and PV2 Queen. As you can see, we didn‟t forget to celebrate Halloween (can you guess 

who that is?). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The month of October has been a good one and with its brings November and one step closer home.  

 

 ~CPT Andrew M Hill, Commander 



Delta Company  “Deathdealers” 
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Dear Dealer Family and Friends, 

The 1SG and I hope this newsletter finds you well. Things have transitioned very well for all of us at “the edge of the empir e” here 

at FOB Waza Khwa. The first 90 days in country is the most challenging and as we approach this mark the Soldiers have contin-

ued to perform remarkably. 

The company continues to partner with our Afghan brothers in the Army, Police, and Border Police to keep the pressure on those 

who try and disrupt security and prosperity in the Waza Khwa District. Your Soldiers face very challenging terrain and often learn 

new ways of traversing the unforgiving landscape of Paktika. 

Your Soldiers have been conducting daily patrols, both mounted and dismounted, to engage the populace through Key Leader En-

gagements and Street Level Engagements. Dealer Company has made a good name for itself in the district because of the cultural 

awareness that each soldier observes. The counter insurgency fight is very difficult, but Dealer Soldiers have embraced it and con-

tinue to disrupt insurgent actions and deny them freedom of movement in our area of operations. The villages of Waza Khwa are 

much safer because of our direct actions. 

This month we were able to observe some true warriors who often do not receive the recognition for their dedicated work. LTC 

Womack and CSM Judd flew to Waza Khwa and awarded SSG Popinga, SGT Furr, SPC Lindemann, and PFC Buckner the Army 

Achievement Medal for outstanding performance as Dealer mechanics. Their hard work behind the scenes enables the platoons to 

continue the pressure on the enemy. 

This month we welcome Donnie Bradford, the 3rd platoon leader, to Waza Khwa. He has spent the deployment in Sharana support-

ing the BDE and BN. Now, he begins the transition to Executive Officer and Dealer Company second in command. He will spend 

the next month with CPT Powell learning all the systems and preparing for the big transition. We are very pleased to have him 

with us. 

The 1SG and I want to thank all of you for your support. We receive many care packages weekly and your Soldiers are staying 

very well stocked with goodies from home. 

I want to say thank you to our FRG; Melissa, Susie, and all the POCs continue to provide invaluable service to our families and 

friends during this difficult period. I encourage anyone wanting to volunteer their time in the FRG to contact Tammy or Melissa. 

Following are newsletters from your platoons attached to companies throughout the Red Currahee AO. 

~CPT Cole DeRosa, Dealer 6, Commander                                                                                                                                    

~1SG Brian Gemmill, Dealer 7, First Sergeant  

 

Delta Company FRG Leader:            

Melissa Gemmill                                             

337-353-1043                                            

Email: deltacompanyfrg@gmail.com 

Delta Company Rear Detachment:               

SGT Joshua Drake                                         

270-412-6834 

joshua.kent.drake@us.army.mil 
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HQ Platoon 

It has been a great month for the men of HQ PLT in Dealer 

Company. October in WAZA KWAH has gone by like a 

flash! Everyone has started getting use to the cooler weather 

for fall each day here at FOB WAZA KWAH has presented 

different challenges and opportunities for our HQ soldiers. 

Our Fob Mayor, SSG Summer has had his hands full dealing 

with the day to day requirements to successfully run an Active 

FOB. He mainly has an interesting time dealing with the lo-

cals, but has done great job so far. SGT Watts has continually 

out performed himself in the development of our COIST and 

along with PVT Stanford and PVT Davis has met and ex-

ceeded all of our expectations. The Arms room remains a busy 

place with the comings and goings of generally everyone, but 

SPC French maintains an even keel and along with PVT Hil-

lis, keeps the Dealer Armory in tip top shape and in well 

maintained order.  You can also find PVT‟s Jones and Duncan 

hanging out around the Armory getting more hands on experi-

ence with the different types of equipment they will be using 

as they continue to develop.  The Dealer TOC remains a very 

busy place and depending on what time it is, you will find our 

BTL CPT‟s hard at work keeping a constant vigil over the 

FOB.  SGT Tye, SSG Zimmerman and SSG Dixon keep a 

constant vigil when dealing with all the situations that arise in 

and around the FOB. 

We all look forward to more great things to come from all of 

the Dealer HQ soldiers.  November looks to be another inter-

esting month here in south eastern Afghanistan. 

3rd Platoon 

The past month has been a relatively busy month for 3rd Platoon Delta Company.  Throughout the month of October, 3rd Platoon has con-

ducted multiple operations across the entire Province of Paktika.  These missions have included both mounted and dismounted operations 

as well as several Air Assault infiltrations by helicopter.  In conjunction with the high tempo of combat operations 3 rd platoon was ap-

pointed to be a part of the Brigade‟s FTF (Focus Targeting Force).  Being a part of this force requires the platoon to be abl e to move with 

only a moment‟s notice and operate anywhere within the Brigade‟s Area of Operations.  

Once 3rd Platoon was selected to be a part of the FTF they received countless hours of one on one training partnered with the Army‟s 

Asymmetric Warfare Group (AWG).  This training consisted of both classroom, and hands on training, located on FOB Sharana.  Some of 

the topics covered were Site Exploitation, Tactical Call Outs, Individual Marksmanship, Urban Climbing, and Air Assault operations. 

Earlier this month 3rd Platoon was also recognized by being awarded the 101st Airborne Division Combat patch.  The patch is worn on the 

soldier‟s right shoulder sleeve and represents the soldier‟s contribution to our efforts in Operation Enduring Freedom.  This  patch is pre-

sented by the Battalion Commander and illustrates the soldier‟s commitment and dedication to our Nation‟s war .  Among other awards 

within the platoon, Specialist John Castro was awarded an Army Achievement Medal for his outstanding performance during Operation 

Toccoa Tukurah.  Specialist Castro demonstrated great physical endurance as well as his high commitment to the mission‟s succ ess by car-

rying an excess of 100 pounds of gear and equipment essential to the mission through treacherous terrain and enemy infested areas. 

3rd Platoon‟s Platoon Leader, First Lieutenant Donnie Bradford was recently promoted and has assumed the responsibilities of Delt a Com-

pany Executive Officer.  Lieutenant Bradford has been followed by 2nd Lieutenant Greg Shoemaker of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania who now 

acts as 3rd Platoon‟s Platoon Leader.  Throughout the month of November, 3 rd Platoon will continue to patrol within and around the Sharana 

Area as well as act as both the Quick Reaction Force and Brigade FTF for future missions. 
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4th Platoon 

Greetings to all friends and family of 4th Platoon from FOB Kushamond! 

 This is October edition and the second newsletter from FOB Kushamond. 

 The men from 4th Platoon are in high spirits and doing a tremendous job in the district of Kushamond.  To date, we have 

conducted over 35 successful combat patrols!  Currently, we are in the process of building a water well in the village of Marmakel 

(2km to the northeast of FOB Kushamond).  We have also given school supplies to the children of Nasow Kheyl and beanie babies 

to the children of Luyah Kala.  We have established a good relationship with the Afghan Uniformed Police and Afghan National 

Army, who conduct every mission with us.  Our goal is to train these groups to conduct self sustaining missions.  Every Soldier is 

4th Platoon is the vital to the mission and are making our missions a success. 

 4th Platoon has received two new members to the team: PFC Polk and PV2 Hull.  We have trained them well and they 

both have conducted numerous patrols. 

 On leave this month is PFC Sharkey, SPC Williams and SFC McDowell.  PFC Murray has also been transferred to Khayr 

Kot Castle with 3rd Platoon, Gunfighter Company.  Their presence has already been missed but the Soldiers of 4 th Platoon have 

taken up the slack and worked tremendously. 

 Your support with the Soldiers has been tremendous.  Without your strong support and strength on the home front, our 

Platoon would not be effective.  You are keeping these men strong and the packages they receive are extremely important.  We 

have also come up with a community goody box and share our “goodies” that we receive from home.  

 

- 1LT. Basile, AIR ASSAULT! 

SGT Fernandez, PFC Brown, SSG Herbold, PFC 

Polk and SPC Arthur getting warm after an over-

night mission  

PV2 Handelman and SGT Fernandez 

drinking Chai with AUP. 

Family Readiness Group 

First off, I just want to recognize and say thank you for the ladies of D Co who have stepped up and taken on Volunteer positions: 

Treasurer/POC Susie Rankins, Heather Rentschler POC, Alissa Stanford POC, Dana Ochoa POC, Sydni Brown POC, Helena Willis 

POC and April McDowell POC. This is a fantastic group of Volunteers and I am looking forward to working with them! Trunk or 

Treating was our FRG event for October and in spite of the cold weather, we had a great turnout. Thank you very much to Dana 

Ochoa, Tammy Daniels and Dana‟s sister -in-law, Ellie Grogan, for taking care of the decorating for D Co. They did a wonderful job! 

Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday season! 

Melissa Gemmill 
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Echo Company  “Wolfpack” 

Wolfpack Families and Friends, 

The Wolfpack continues to perform superbly providing support to the Red Currahee‟s in West Paktika.  We all have been extreme ly busy in 

the last month cooking, turning wrenches and distributing supplies and fuel across the battlefield.  I must say that it is a very honoring and 

humbling experience to get to lead such a fine organization. Daily I am impressed by the hard work and selfless service displayed by each 

one of our Soldiers. 

Much has happened in Wolfpack land since the last newsletter.  We received two new Soldiers, SSG Hopper and PV2 Stokes.  We are ex-

cited to welcome them to the Pack.  We also promoted several Soldiers for their hard work and potential for positions of greater responsibil-

ity.  SPC Bader, SPC Ladd, PFC Lotson, PFC Green, PFC Hundley, PFC Melik, PFC Imhoff and PV2 Manybeads were promoted.    We 

also conducted a combat patch ceremony for our first wave of new Soldiers.  It is a special occasion when a Soldier is awarded the best 

patch in the Army to place on their right sleeve and the Company enjoyed being able to do so. 

Several of our Soldiers located forward with the maneuver companies were recognized by their supported Red Currahee‟s in the form of 

Army Achievement Medals.  My fellow Company Commanders are constantly reporting to me the outstanding forward support that our 

Soldiers are providing.  We are members of and support a great Battalion that truly appreciates their logisticians. I can assure you that some 

units are not as appreciative and we are very fortunate to be a part of such an outstanding organization.  LTC Womack was able to award 

the Army Achievement Medal to the following Soldiers supporting Dealer Company:  SSG Poppinga, SGT Hartless, SPC Lindemann, PFC 

Bergantinos and PFC Buckner. 

The Headquarters and Field Feeding Platoon continue to excel.  Continuous improvement is our mission and we have continued to make 

strides in the right direction during the past month.  For those unfamiliar with food service, the Army has several different types of rations 

available for its Soldiers.  These range from meals ready to eat (MRE‟s) to A -rations, which are frozen goods similar to what you may find 

in the freezer section at Sam‟s Club.  Needless to say, some rations are more desirable than others.  In order to give everyo ne the ability to 

eat the more desirable rations on a regular basis, each location needs to be able to store items that require refrigeration and freezing.   That 

is easier said than done in Afghanistan.  Through the hard work of individuals like SFC Cockrell, SSG Sharpe and SGT Moore, we are very 

close to achieving our goal of refrigeration and freezer assets at each location. 

       ~continued 

Your Echo Company FRG Leaders:                 

Kristin Bowman  931-591-3174                 

Cindy Cox  931-801-5765                       

Email: echoco.wolfpack@gmail.com 

Echo Company Rear Detachment:        

SSG Korin Sheldon                                     

270-956-1777 

karin.r.sheldon@us.army.mil 

SSG Kemp, SPC Townsend and SPC 

Hughes preparing for a mission 
SSG Pedigo after completing 

Driver‟s Training with the AUP 
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Our Distribution Platoon has continued to do what they do-that is travel the most difficult and demanding routes in the world and deliver 

supplies to the Red Currahee‟s.  It is hard to appreciate the job this platoon does without seeing it first hand.  Road netwo rks here are im-

mature and sometimes are no more than dried up creek beds.  Our drivers are professionals and prove so daily.  Soldiers like SPC Grim-

mett and PFC Life are just a couple examples of the experts that enable us to move supplies across the supported area. 

Our Maintenance Platoon is an absolute work horse.  The terrain in this environment really takes its toll on vehicles, weapon systems as 

well as electronics.  Our maintenance personnel work tirelessly ensuring that equipment is repaired and ready for mission.  Since arrival in 

country, the Maintenance Platoon has completely overhauled their maintenance and parts storage areas.  Each one of our mechanics is 

intricately involved in the maintenance process.  From performing technical inspections, repairs, ordering parts and packaging for air or 

ground shipment, our maintenance personnel are top notch.  Individuals like SGT Smith, SPC Blaze, SPC Martin and SPC Ruprich are 

just a few of the Soldiers that have distinguished themselves in the Maintenance Platoon. 

As always I want to take the opportunity to express my deep gratitude for the endless support each of you provides from back in the States.  

We remain encouraged daily to drive on and continue to complete the mission knowing that we have your unwavering support. 

 Very Respectfully,                                                                                        

~CPT Justin Bowman, Commander 

WOLFPACK SPOTLIGHT 

This month’s Wolfpack Spotlight Soldier is SGT Lauren Hart.  SGT Hart is a 25U (Signal Support Sys-
tem Specialist) and is responsible for all communications equipment in the Company.  She diligently 
installs, troubleshoots and maintains all the radios and battle command systems the company oper-
ates in both the TOC and the vehicles.  Sometimes SGT Hart’s job is in the spotlight more than others 
because 1SG Aldrich is also a signaleer and -similar to having your dad coach your little league team.  
SGT Hart is from Florida and has aspirations of becoming a Veterinarian.  She has two dogs and also 
enjoys riding motorcycles. 

PFC Bosch, PFC Truesdale, PFC Roberts, SPC Grimmett and 

SPC Hughes relax after downloading supplies at Sar Howza 

SFC Beck “on the hunt” 

Chief Fuller doing some tire PT 



Families and Soldiers follow these steps to register: 

1. Go to www.armyfrg.org 

2. On the left, click on "Find An FRG" 

3. Choose the state of KY, Choose Fort Campbell 

4. FRGs are listed in numerical order, scroll down to the 4's.  Click on "4th Brigade Combat 

Team, 101 ABN DIV".  

5. You will be prompted to enter you and your Soldier‟s information.  You will need the Sol-

dier's last 4 of the SSN.  If you are accepted, you are done.  If you happen to get something 

that pops up that says "Soldier not found" please email our FRSA  

(Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil) so that it can get it fixed for you.  

Once you are in to the site, you are on the 4th Brigade Page. Simply click on “1 -506” to go to our 

Battalion site. Companies now have sites there as well. 

vFRG Website 

We currently have afghan type blankets, shirts, hoodies, baby onesies, tote 

bags, pins and more! If you have not received an order form, contact your FRG 

or email red.currahee.sales@gmail.com to receive yours today! All items for 

sale are also posted in the Red Currahee Store on the vFRG website! 

Search groups for 1-506th Infantry Regiment, 4BCT. If you can‟t find us, 

send an email and we will invite you. This is a “Group” not a “Page”. A 

group is more secure and you have to be approved to join. Check the group 

site often for information! 


