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 Another chapter in the history of the Curra-

hees is coming to a close when the 4th Brigade Com-

bat Team, 506th Infantry returns home this summer 

after its yearlong deployment in Afghanistan.  COL 

Sean M. Jenkins, Brigade Commander, invites all of 

us to celebrate the unit's return this fall.  The first 

part is the Grand Ball at the 

Opryland Hotel, Nashville, 

TN on October 21, 2011.  The 

second part takes place three 

weeks later: plans are now 

being developed for Currahee 

Rendezvous - 2011 to take 

place around Veteran’s Day in 

early November 2011.   

Preliminary plans call for 

the Rendezvous to kick-off on 

November 8th with a Brigade 

Run and Opening Ceremony, 

followed up with several days 

of Commander's Cup sport-

ing competition events, and a Golf Scramble and 

Military  Award Ceremony on the 9th.  

During the day on Thursday, November 10th, a 

Volunteer Recognition Ceremony /Spouse Appre-

ciation will be conducted as well as veteran's events 

(displays and tours of Currahee areas), a Currahee 

print unveiling, and family events and cookout. 

That evening, the Currahee Memorial Dinner will 

be held.   

On November 11th—Veterans’ Day—the Curra-

hee Memorial Monument will be rededicated with a 

ceremony unveiling the names of all the Currahee 

KIA's  from WW II, Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan.   

       After the rededication, the 

2011 Distinguished Members of 

the Regiment (DMOR) recipients 

will be announced and presented 

with their awards from  Gold 

Star Luncheon at the Brigade's 

Dining Facility [DFAC]. 

      All 506th veterans and fami-

lies from all eras are invited by 

COL Jenkins to attend the Curra-

hee Rendezvous 2011. 

      In conjunction with these 

events planned by the current 

active duty Brigade, the 506th 

Association has secured a block 

of 40 hotel rooms at the Holiday Inn Express - 12759 

Fort Campbell Blvd. in Oak Grove, KY 42262 [270 

439-1499] at a group rate of $82.00 per night per 

room plus applicable tax or 
(Continued on page 6) 

Currahee commander COL Sean Jenkins presented 
retiring Secretary of Defense William M. Gates with 
a plaque and Currahee Battle Flag in appreciation 
for his leadership over the past 4 -1/2 years (Photo 

by SGT Luther Boothe, Jr., TF Currahee  PA) 
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Donald E. Thies,  Association President 

B Company, 2/506th – Vietnam 1970-71 

Message from the President . . . . . . and from Active Duty leadership 
 

MAJ Bradd Schultz, Commanding Officer 
4th Brigade Rear Detachment 
 

 As we approach the 

end of our combat de-

ployment in Afghanistan, 

we can reflect on that ex-

perience, and consider 

what we know because of 

it: 

The American war-

fighter is still the stan-

dard against which all 

other armies are meas-

ured; strong, well trained 

and disciplined; well equipped and led; above all, 

honorable and courageous.  These qualities are a 

source of pride for all of us who are privileged to 

work with them. 

By any standard, this has been a successful de-

ployment.  Militarily we dominated our enemy; po-

litically we extended America’s positive presence; in 

human terms, we reached out to the people of Af-

ghanistan with medical and engineering services.   

The entire 4 BCT and 506th Infantry Regiment is 

indebted to the veterans of the 506th Association for 

the donations and support to our wounded via the 

hospital visitation teams and mementos they left. 

Thanks also for the support to our Gold Star families 

by providing Currahee battle flags, unit pins and 

flowers, and sponsoring the Gold Star family lunch-

eon during the Eagle Remembrance Ceremony.  Our 

friends in the Association did everything we asked 

of them, and more.  Truly, whenever there was a 

member of the Currahee Nation in need, the Asso-

ciation was there to lend a helping hand to ensure 

we all can "Stand Alone< Together!‛ We will re-

member, and we will proudly carry forward the leg-

ends and values of the Currahees. 

 

Finally, COL Jenkins and CSM Hambrick extend a 

warm invitation to our Currahee veterans to come to 

the Currahee Grand Ball and the Rendezvous and 

Memorial Rededication.  

 

Currahee! 

PROUD!  A simple word but it invokes how we all 

must feel about the men, women, and families of the 

4th Brigade, 506th Infantry Combat Team.  As they 

complete what may be one of the most important 

missions given to a combat unit we, the veterans of 

the 506th, are indeed proud!  To every single soldier, 

family member, veterans and civilians alike stand up 

and say ‚Thank You‛! 

Looking ahead, let us never forget those soldiers 

who made the ultimate sacrifice, or their families!  

We also need to remember the wounded and their 

families!  A call, letter, hug or just being there for 

them means so much.  They all are our heroes! 

Thank you to all the volunteers on the family 

home front who have done and endured so much 

during this deployment.  Your efforts to keep fami-

lies aware, informed, and taken care of when in need 

are beyond anything we can imagine.  I know the 

family members of the deployed appreciate it, as do 

all of us veterans. 

To the rear detachment headed by Major Bradd 

Schultz: without you and your staff’s attention to de-

tails, caring, long hours, through good and bad 

times, the burden on soldiers and families alike 

would have been greater.  Your work means so 

much. Thank you.  

Please keep your schedule open this fall after our 

troops return.  On October 21, 2011 there will be a 

Brigade Military Ball at Opryland in Nashville, TN.  

Stay tuned for more details as they are released.  Vet-

erans are welcomed and encouraged to come.  I plan 

on attending. 

On November 11, 2011 there will be a rededication 

of the  Currahee KIA Memorial on the grounds of the 

4th Brigade at Ft. Campbell.  The dedication will be 

part of the 2nd Currahee Rendezvous.  All the names 

of those soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice will 

be engraved in the monument stones.  Other activi-

ties will also take place and will be announced 

shortly.  I encourage all veterans to be there as we 

honor these heroes!  I’ll be there will you?   

Currahee! 

     Don 
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Plans revealed for the next Currahee Re-

union: Ft. Benning in May, 2012 
MAJ (Ret) Tom Duckett — Chairman of the Board                     
B Co., 1/506 — Vietnam 1970-71 

and 

Eugene L. Overton, Jr. [Gene] – Membership Director  
C Co., 1/ 506th —Vietnam 1967/68 

At the business meeting during the 2010 Curra-

hee Reunion, one important item of discussion re-

lated to suggestions for the location of the Associa-

tion’s reunion in 2012.  One suggestion 

was Fort Benning, Georgia, home of the 

Infantry School.  The board of directors 

took this under advisement along with 

several other good ideas. 

Over the last seven months or so, we 

have headed up a team to look at the ad-

vantages and issues of the proposed 

sites.  We completed that review a couple 

of months ago. 

Fort Benning won the support of the 

entire board, representing as it does both 

the past and the future of the combat in-

fantryman.  Many Currahees took ad-

vanced training in leadership, tactics, 

weapons, airborne and similar skills.  It 

has been an important factor for many 

soldiers over the years.  Accordingly, on  May 2nd - 

5th, 2012, the 506th Association will be holding its 

2012 Currahee Reunion at the Hilton Garden Inn at 

1500 Bradley Lake Blvd, Columbus, GA [706 660-

1000.] 

ALL 506th Currahee veterans, active duty sol-

diers of the Regiment as well as their families and 

friends are invited to attend. 

Fort Benning is one of the most important and 

largest posts in the United States.  It is the home of 

the Infantry School,  the Third Mechanized Infantry 

Division, the 75th Rangers,  the NCO Academy, the 

Marksmanship Program and many more facilities. 

Plans are being made for a buffet dinner on 

Thursday May 3rd and the Currahee Memorial Din-

ner on Saturday May 5th.  In addition, with the re-

union being held just outside of Fort Benning we're 

looking into a possible bus tour to the National In-

fantry Museum (just outside of post) along with co-

ordinating a live fire range event on post.  In addi-

tion to the two dinners mentioned above there will 

be a General Membership Meeting held Saturday 

morning, and throughout the reunion we will have 

open a Reunion Hospitality / Display / Quartermas-

ter Sales Room will be open.  There will be plenty of 

time available for getting together with friends or 

for holding small group events.  There will also be 

ample time to re-explore Fort Benning, where so 

many of us have spent time in the past. 

     Discounted hotel room rate of $86.00 

per night per room plus tax or $98.04 has 

been arranged for our group, so make 

sure to mention that you are reserving 

your room under the block setup for the 

506th Association. This room rate in-

cludes complimentary airport shuttle 

van service and free daily buffet break-

fast. 

     Past reunions have been a rousing 

success, and we expect an even better 

turnout for this one.  So mark your calen-

dar, start setting funds aside and make 

your room reservations now for the 2012 

Currahee Reunion. 

     For more information visit our web site 

at http://www.506infantry.org/ or contact 

Reunion Committee Co-Chairs - Gene 

Overton at Charly35@aol.com / 646 232-6265 or Ma-

jor Tom Duckett at Duckett@culver.org. 

     Check the mailing label on your copy of this 

newsletter.  Is your postal address correct?  If you 

are on active-duty, has your rank changed because 

of promotion, retirement, or have you left the mili-

tary?  Is the person to whom the newsletter is ad-

dressed deceased? Do you have a new eMail ad-

dress?  Has your home/work/cell phone changed?  

If the answer is YES to any of these questions, then 

please send any updates to:   

Hoyt Bruce Moore, III 

4126 Cole Way,  

San Diego, CA  92117-1123 

eMail:  TheMOE_A1506@msn.com 

Shoulder patch for the  

famous Infantry School 

Moved? Changed your name?  Any other 

changes in your life? Please... 
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[Paul] After 42 years, another reunion was real-

ized for Currahee Vets who had not seen each other 

since the Vietnam war. Best friends during the war, 

Melvin "Doc" Howell found Paul "Doc" Greaux four 

years ago (see Jan. 2008 edition of the Currahee 

Newsletter for report on our reunion), and now 

found Cleatus Bollinger (another best friend with 

the 1/506th) just a year ago. Melvin and Cleatus 

have met twice since.  

Not until March 8-10, 2011 did the opportunity 

became real for Cleat & Paul to meet since Cleat 

lives in lndiana and Paul lives in Florida. The three 

of us were based in Camp Evans in RVN’s I Corps 

in April, 1969.  First, we were all assigned to HHC. 

Paul and I were both medics and and Cletes' MOS 

was to the motor pool but spent most of his time in 

supply. Operationally, Paul was assigned to D Co. 

and I was assigned to A Co. of the 1/506th.  

How did we locate each other?  This will proba-

bly be more information than you need, but we are 

sure there are other vets out there who are in the 

same situation as we are, 

 so you can sort through 

and use what you need. 

 Like many other vets, 

for 40 years we did not 

talk to anyone or discuss 

our experiences with any-

one. We just did not want 

to belong to any organi-

zations or bring back 

memories!   

 [Mel] I do a lot of 

reading and was looking 

thru some books on-line 

and saw a book about Viet Nam during the period 

of  Hill 937 (aka Hamburger Hill).  I was involved in 

 and was curious about it so started looking at the 

comments by people that had read it. I saw Paul 

Greaux as one of the people and just could not be-

lieve my eyes.  He had listed his E-mail so I decided 

to send off a letter. He e-mailed back that same day.  

 We were real close even though we were not in 

the same unit in the field. When we would come in 

from the field for a week or two to Camp Evans, I 

had an old guitar and beat around on it. Paul bought 

one and if we were in at the same time we would 

lose ourselves in music.  

Clete heard us playing one night and brought 

his guitar, and from then on every time we got a 

chance we got together and played music. That was 

our escape! 

After e-mailing back and forth with Paul I finally 

dug out my box of Viet Nam stuff and started going 

through it. I found  pictures of me with Paul and 

Clete with our Guitars. I looked through some of my 

old orders and found Clete's full name on one of 

them. I remembered he was from Evansville, Ind. 

because we joked about Evansville  and Camp Ev-

ans. I put his name and state into Google search and 

started calling all that showed up with phone num-

bers. I either talked to them or left a message. He 

called me back that evening.   

[Paul] The only time we were together was in 

Camp Evans so our memories were of good times.  

We’ve had contact with other guys from our units, 

from time to time, but the reunion of the three of us 

was the most sweet. 

     We lost track of each 

other over the years until 

now. Through arduous 

planning, Mel was able to 

set up the reunion for 

Cleat and Paul in Lake 

Placid, Florida on March 

8th, 2011.  

     With the smell of or-

ange blossoms in the air 

and through melancholic 

minutes of emotions, two 

full wonderful days of 

reminiscing, playing guitars (the three of us are gui-

tar players), joking, taking pictures, lots of laughter 

and back slapping, our dream came to full circle. We 

promised each other that we are not going to wait 

for too long to meet each other's families. 

Currahee! Then, now and forever! 

 

Vietnam Currahee Vets Reunite After 42 

Years — Part 2! 

Melvin "Doc" Howell and Paul "Doc" Greaux 

HHC 1st/506th — Vietnam,  1969-70 
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Currahee Wounded Warrior support 

touches many in many ways 

COL (Ret.) Bob Seitz 

2/506th – Vietnam 1970-71 

The 506th Infantry has been 

deployed in Afghanistan since 

July 2010. The casualties from 

this and previous deployments 

often require long periods of 

therapy and recuperation be-

fore they can get on with their 

lives, returning to their units in 

the 506th Regiment or entering 

civilian life.  

For these overseas deploy-

ments to Iraq and Afghanistan, 

the 506th Association continues to provide support 

to our wounded troopers and their families when 

they arrive at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in 

Washington, DC or other Army hospitals across the 

United States. 

During the first visit to the soldier after arrival at 

Walter Reed, each Currahee receives a Currahee 

flag, a Currahee baseball hat, and a Currahee multi-

purpose gym bag, along with several other Curra-

hee mementos.  We also provide each family mem-

ber with Currahee regimental pins, so they know 

they are part of the Currahee family. Also, should 

financial assistance be required, we provide VISA 

gift cards to family to cover unanticipated expenses. 

For the children of our wounded soldiers, we pro-

vide DVD players, so the kids can watch DVD mov-

ies while in the rooms with their dads (we all know 

kids need activities). All these gifts are funded by 

the 506th Widows, Orphans and Wounded Soldiers 

(WOWS) Fund.  In addition, the 101st Airborne As-

sociation provides each wounded warrior a 101st 

baseball cap, 101st T-shirt, 101st gym shorts, all with 

the Screaming Eagle patch.  These sharp looking 

clothing items help our wounded soldiers feel 

proud and raise morale as they settle into their 

lengthy recoveries. In addition, each soldier also 

receives a 101st flag. 

  The visitation program, more importantly, 

ministers often to unrecognized needs of both the 

wounded trooper and his/her family.  When we 

walk into the soldier’s room for the first visit, we 

meet their mothers and fathers, their wives and chil-

dren, aunts and uncles, younger and older brothers 

and sisters, and other family friends. Their needs 

during this difficult time of recovery are sometimes 

similar, but can vary greatly. We assess the needs of 

each trooper and their family and provide assistance 

through continued visitation.  Over this period of 

time, they also bring the wounded troopers into the 

‘brotherhood’ of our veteran family. 

As their recoveries progress, the soldiers may 

take convalescent leave to their homes for a couple 

weeks before moving from the hospital wards to out-

patient facilities, such as the Mologne House, which 

is much like a hotel with large rooms. Once our 

wounded and recovering soldiers are in these out-

patient facilities, they have more independence to go 

back and forth to the hospital for their appointments 

and physical therapies.  Often, these out-patient fa-

cilities can also accommodate a family member to 

stay with the soldier as they are set up like a hotel 

room with two double beds, and also have common 

kitchen for meal preparation. 

For these soldiers in out-patient facilities, we 

have sponsored outings to provide spring and sum-

mer BBQs for the soldiers and their families.  In ad-

dition, many other caring local organizations and 

individuals provide other opportunities for the sol-

diers and their families to leave the hospital grounds 

to attend concerts, luncheons and other social events. 

This past summer the soldiers had opportunities to 

see the Temptations and Beach Boys concerts. 

The Army has established a Warrior Transition 

Brigade at Walter Reed for all recovering soldiers. 

Similar Warrior Transition Battalions (WTB) have 

been organized at many Army installations in the 

U.S., including a large new facility at Ft Campbell.  

The soldiers are organized into squads, platoons and 

companies that provide close supervision and coor-

dination with the case managers for all the soldiers.  

The soldiers have formations three times a week, 

their appointments schedules are reviewed, and any 

problems are resolved with the support of their 

chain of command. 

As they near the end of their recoveries, many 

soldiers are now ready to return to their units at Fort 

Bob Seitz - Currahee 
Wounded Warrior visi-

tation coordinator 

(Continued on page  6) 
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$93.28.  The rate includes a daily complimentary 

breakfast buffet and each evening free beverages 

and hors d'oeuvres at its' Manager's Reception.   

At this location the Association will be hosting a 

Hospitality Room, where historical memorabilia 

and  documents spanning the entire legacy of the 

regiment will be available for inspection.  The Quar-

termaster Store will also be available for folks who 

wish to purchase some of the 506th related items.  

We will provide free beer and snacks, and an op-

portunity meet up with old friends, make new 

friends of those who also served in the 506th as well 

as mingle with our current active duty Currahees 

who have returned from Afghanistan where they 

continued the Regiment's legacy. 

In addition, another 45 hotel rooms at the Qual-

ity Inn at 201 Auburn Street in Oak Grove, KY 

42262 [270 439-3311] which is right across the road 

from the Holiday Inn Express, has also been se-

cured at a group rate of $65.00 per night per room 

Campbell, and continue their care at the WTB on 

post.  Some soldiers will also leave the Army and re-

turn to civilian life. Our 506th Association shows its 

appreciation to these young soldiers for their service 

and their sacrifice by recognizing them as they pre-

pare for their separation. 

While the deployment of the 506th to Afghanistan 

will end later this year, the sad fact is that some  of 

our seriously wounded soldiers face a long and diffi-

cult recovery.  It is important for these Currahees and 

their families know that the support network and 

services we have created in the Association will be 

there when needed, and most importantly, that their 

ongoing struggles are not forgotten when the fight-

ing ends.  There are two ways to ensure that this vital 

program is going to be there. 

First of all, we need to ensure that the support 

programs are properly funded.  Much of the expense 

of the support programs for Currahee wounded is 

funded by tax-deductable charitable contributions to  

the Association.  Please use the contribution form on 

page 19 to specify donations to the WOWS (Widows, 

Orphans and Wounded Soldiers) Fund. 

Second, we need to see to it that these soldiers 

have the ongoing personal support of other active 

duty and veteran Currahees, people who can under-

stand their needs and emotions  There is no substi-

tute for personal contact here.  

If you are willing to be part of the hospital visita-

tion effort and follow up outreach program of the  

506th Association, your assistance will be gratefully 

accepted.  Just send me a note or e-mail and we will 

be in touch. 

 

Already a DMOR (Distinguished Member of the Regi-

ment)  and HCOR (Honorary Colonel of the Regiment) 

Bob Seitz was recently honored by the outgoing com-

mander of the 101st Airborne, MG John Campbell.  Bob 

was named a Champion of Fort Campbell for all the work 

he has done for the wounded Eagles and their families at 

Walter Reed.  A Champion of Fort Campbell is recognized 

for contributions to the soldiers, their families and the 

community of Fort Campbell.  Less than a dozem men have 

received that honor.  

  

Currahee Rendezvous (Continued from page 1) Currahee wounded (Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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How Our Charitable Funds Support De-
ployed Currahees and Their Families 
Fred May, Charitable Funds Chairman, 

A/1-506  RVN 70-71 

The ASOM  fund (for the Currahee monument at 

Fort Bragg, described on page 17)  has a current bal-

ance of $2,759.   

In summary, all our charitable funds are doing 

well except for the Packages & Morale Fund.  We cur-

rently have just short of $140,000 under manage-

ment. 

100% of all money donated to any of these 506th 

Association  charitable fund-raising projects goes to 

support the stated purpose of each fund. These pro-

jects are administered and run by unpaid volun-

teers. All administrative costs are absorbed by the 

volunteers who spend their own time and money to 

support these projects. Nobody is paid for their time 

or reimbursed for out-of-pocket expenses.  

Funding for the operations of the Association is 

another story.  Our Quartermaster sales and mem-

bership fees are never enough to cover continual 

increases in printing, postage and other organiza-

tion expenses.  For this reason, financial support for 

our basic Association expenses is also gratefully re-

ceived by donating to our General Operating Ex-

penses Fund. 

For readers who wish to make a financial contri-

bution to the 506th Association to help support our 

current troopers or in honor of a former Currahee, 

here is a summary of our current charitable funds 

and the activities they support.  Remember, any con-

tributions to these funds or to general support for the 

Association are tax exempt for personal and business tax 

purposes.  

Packages & Morale Fund - Fund balance now 

under $2,500.  This fund provides a variety of sup-

port and morale items for the currently deployed 

combat units.  We do need help here to deal with a 

backlog of requests coming out of our Afghanistan 

deployment.  If you or anyone you know is con-

templating a gift to the Association, this is where 

we need it most urgently.  

Scholarship Fund – These scholarships are 

awarded to current or past Currahees and their im-

mediate families.  In addition to the original schol-

arship, a number of new scholarships are being es-

tablished to demonstrate that we not only revere 

the past, but invest in people for a bright future as 

well. The most recent examples are from Gene 

Overton and Lee Sullivan; each of whom are per-

sonally funding $1,000 scholarships to be awarded 

annually.  We have almost $ 15,000 in this fund. 

KIA Memorial Fund - We are close to the 

$50,000 mark here.  However, it is expected to be 

emptied when the active duty troops sign a contract 

for engraving of the WWII and RVN names on their 

respective stones.  New contributions are still grate-

fully accepted and placed towards perpetual main-

tenance and beautification of the Memorial, located 

at Fort Campbell, KY. 

WOWS (Widows, Orphans and Wounded Sol-

diers) Fund - Just short of $70,000.  This fund pro-

vides for everyday necessities (and some luxuries) 

to WIA Currahees and their families; grants to 

honor and assist the families of KIA Currahees;  

and special support to active duty Currahees with 

exceptional needs.   

plus applicable tax or $73.94. The rate includes a 

free daily deluxe continental breakfast. 

The above mentioned discounted hotel room 

rate can ONLY be obtained by calling these hotels 

directly at the phone numbers provided and telling 

them that you want to reserve your room under the 

block set aside for the 506th Association.   

We anticipate a very large turnout of WW II 

and Vietnam Era Vets, so the owner of the Quality 

Inn has agreed to provide us with another 45 hotel 

rooms in its new property, Sleep Inn and Suites at 

the same $73.94 rate.  However, this hotel is not due 

to open until August and reservations cannot be 

made there at this time.  This will then give us a 

total of 130 hotel rooms within five minutes to the 

Brigade area at Fort Campbell. 

As more information becomes available, it will 

be posted on the 506th Association's web site -  

www.506infantry.org/reunion.htm  in the Currahee 

Reunions and Other Events section of the 506th web-

site.  

Currahee Rendezvous (Continued from page 6) 
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In the January 2011 edition of Currahee! we pub-

lished an extract from a personal reminiscence of 

one battle of the Vietnam War by Len Griffin.  Len 

was a forward observer with D Company, 1/506th at 

the time of the 1969 battle for Hill 996 and surround-

ing territory.  The article appears in full on the Cur-

rahee website. 

A number of other veterans of that battle took 

issue with Len’s recollections and interpretations, 

saying in effect that his perceptions reflected his lim-

ited knowledge of events happening outside his im-

mediate area of vision.  They requested a retraction 

and an opportunity to respond with the other side of 

the story.  This feedback and  request was for-

warded to Len for comment. 

First of all, Len deeply regrets any hard feelings 

his article may have caused among his fellow veter-

ans.  As Len said in his correspondence with us, ‚I 

failed to add an important part to the letter I sent 

you about Hill 996 on July 11, 1969. If possible could 

you add this in the next newsletter:  

‘I don't want anyone to think there were any 

cowards on that hill. 

 ‘For 42 years I felt in my heart that the Battalion 

Commander, his RTO and I were abandoned on 

Hill 996: Counterpoint and Clarification 
John Lally, Newsletter Editor 
A Co., 1/506 — Vietnam, 1970-71 

the Hill. It was not until I heard from some of the 

guys from the Hill that I found out that groups 

were sent out to find us and other wounded be-

fore the NVA found us. After taking casualties, 

CPT Ditchfield ordered them to stop the search 

and rescue.  

‘Those that searched the darkness for me and 

others are to be commended for their bravery for 

the sake of another Brother. My eternal thanks for 

their efforts to help me.’‛ 

This exchange of viewpoints is healthy and pro-

ductive.  It also serves to illustrate both the benefit 

and limitations of the personal narrative as history.  

Historians know that the reactions and judgments 

of individual soldiers contained in such a narrative 

are often very localized and highly personal.  This 

is why so many narratives display emotions and 

judgments of considerable force.  But by them-

selves, they aren’t objective history (whatever that 

is) or the final word on events. But they are inter-

esting, thought provoking and informative...if 

sometimes controversial.  For this reason, we will 

continue to use personal reminiscences whenever 

possible in these pages.   

 It falls to us all to create the environment for 

free and respectful exchange of ideas.  After all, we 

have much more in common than we have differ-

ences.   

Quartermaster Notes 

Ron Helwig, Association Quartermaster 

B Co., 1st ABG, 1960-62 

Each year I review the orders we’ve received for 

new items for the Currahee store and track what the 

active duty and veterans are most interested in pur-

chasing.  We also try to watch the marketplace for 

new ideas from our competitors and adjust our of-

ferings accordingly.  This is how many of the new 

embroidered items came to be offered.  

We will have the Quartermasters’ store open at 

the Currahee Rendezvous 2011 utilizing the recep-

tion room in the Holiday Inn for the run of the 

event, November 8-11. This has been very popular 

with both the vets and the active duty soldiers and 

their families.  

We’ll pack up as much as possible in our large 

trailer.  Hopefully we’ll do a good job of anticipat-

ing demand.  However, due to the large number of 

items we now have on our inventory, it will not be 

possible to have a large stock of all sizes and all the 

items.  Many items can be personalized or custom-

ized to meet your needs, including a number of 

new caps and jackets.  If there is something in par-

ticular you want, there are several ways to make 

sure you get it: 

 If you know the color, size, etc., you can pre-

order the items for pick up at the Rendezvous 

and also avoid paying postage. 

 If you don’t want to have to pack gifts pur-

chased at the Rendezvous, we can arrange to 

have the item shipped for you 

Be sure to stop in and see us. 
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My arrival in Korea opened my eyes to harsh re-

alities like no other experience on the planet. Gazing 

out the window of the jumbo jet, I 

noticed Surface to Air Missile (SAM) 

sites located along the runway as we 

landed at Osan Air Base. As Dorothy 

is famous for saying, ‚I don’t think 

we’re in Kansas anymore,‛ definitely 

applies. 

Reality grips you in these mo-

ments. You realize instantaneously 

that this tour won’t be a walk in the 

park. Fresh out of Basic Training, I 

quietly contemplated what I had got-

ten myself into. 

After being assigned to the 1/506th and going 

through selection for the coveted Scout platoon, I 

found myself moving from Alpha Company at 

Camp Giant to Headquarters Company at Camp 

Greaves, north of the Imjin River. 

Not long after my arrival, the Scout platoon was 

tasked as OPFOR (Opposing Forces) for the Omega 

Force Exercise in early April, 1998. As a new Private, 

I knew that our Battalion Commander wanted to as-

sess and review his officers’ combat and leadership 

capabilities. I had no concept of how important this 

exercise would be throughout my years of service. 

LTC Milley took his officers (the Omega Force) to 

the field for three days and left the Noncommis-

sioned Officers (NCOs) responsible for the battalion 

and its day-to-day operations. For those three days, 

our job was to harass the Omega Force as they con-

ducted their combat operations over rugged and 

hilly terrain. 

If they moved, we struck. 

When they ate, we struck. 

If they slept, we struck. 

The anticipation we’d hit was high, but the ques-

tion was when? We made sure they never really 

waited too long. 

Day and night, we hit with guerrilla tactics and 

pin-point precision. Since each combatant donned 

MILES gear (Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement 

System), officers experienced casualties on the field 

of battle.  

Officers filled every role in a combat Infantry 

unit. Some were riflemen, others grenadiers and 

machine gunners. Some were selected as leaders 

and others were chosen to follow those 

leaders. Regardless of Lieutenant, Cap-

tain or Major, each officer held the same 

job as Privates, Specialists and some Non-

commissioned Officer ranks.  

Hungry and weary but unfazed, the 

Omega Force pushed on and fought back 

against our attacks. After each skirmish, 

officers would treat wounded, send situa-

tion reports and redistribute ammunition 

and other combat necessities. They per-

formed these tasks efficiently to expedite 

movement so as not to suffer a second attack in the 

same location. 

The exercise’s last night concluded with trench 

warfare. As all hell broke loose under the cover of 

darkness, officers teamed up and huddled together 

to begin the treacherous task of clearing trenches. 

As any soldier will tell you, this is an ominous and 

hazardous duty complicated exponentially by the 

lack of light. 

Slow is smooth and smooth is fast. With surgical 

proficiency, the officers fluidly cleared the section of 

trench line held by the OPFOR. Shots fired and illu-

minated the night. Leaders yelled from all direc-

tions reporting enemy contact and movement. 

Casualties were taken on both sides. 

As Observer Controller, LTC Milley actively 

evaluated the trench scenario. As casualties 

mounted, he’d yell over the small arms fire, ‚Do 

something, Lieutenant!‛ or ‚You’re in charge now, 

Captain!‛  

Attrition made everyone think quickly on his 

feet. Adrenaline ran wild and the smell of fired gun-

powder and carbon filled the air. After a hard 

fought battle, the officers took the trench line by 

force completely eliminating the OPFOR in tradi-

tional Currahee fashion. 

In all, our officers per-

formed superbly under 

the amount of duress we 

Currahees in Korea 

Jim Huckfeldt 

HHC, 1/506 Scouts, 2nd Infantry Division 1997-98 

(Continued on page 25) 
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          Currahees KIA in Operation Enduring Freedom 

           (2010-2011 Afghanistan Deployment — reported since  1-16/2011 

  

SPC Christian J. Romig, A Troop, 1-61st CAV, KIA 01/05/11 

PFC Arturo E. Rodriguez, B Co, 2nd BN, 506th, KIA 03/12/11 

SGT John P. Castro, D Co, 1st BN, 506th, KIA 04/22/11 

PFC Anthony Michael Nunn, A Co, 2nd BN, 506th, KIA 05/30/11 

 

 

former Easy Company platoon leader.  It was a true 

honor being selected to represent the 506th Inf. 

Regt. at the Memorial. 

During the service speakers noted how even after 

Winters became an instant celebrity following the 

2001 release of the Emmy award-winning HBO 

mini-series, ‚Band of Brothers‛, 

he still remained true to who he 

was.  

He valued a firm handshake and 

was known for looking you in 

the eye to determine what kind 

of person you were.  If he 

judged you to be of good charac-

ter, he would simply refer to 

you by your last name and 

would insist he informally be 

called ‚Winters‛. 

Friends spoke of his loyalty to his family and 

country, his sense of duty to 

The Last Roll Call 

  

George D. Lee, C Co, 1st BN, 506th, Vietnam; died November 30, 2010 

Richard D. Winters, E/HQ (BN CO), 2nd BN, 506th PIR, WWII; died January 2, 2011 

Harry Stanley McWhorter, HQ, REGT, 506th PIR, WWII; died January 12, 2011 

Robert C. Dunning, Sr., HQ (Mortars), 3rd BN, 506th PIR, WWII; died January 14, 2011 

Edward A. Mauser, E Co, 2nd BN, 506th PIR, WWII; died January 21, 2011 

MSG(R) Robert L. Gibson, D Co, 1st ABG, 506th; died February 10, 2011  

Derrick Nathaniel Marez, D Co, 2nd BN, 4th BCT; died February 13, 2011  

Steven J. Spigarelli, Jr., B Co, 1st BN, 506th, 4th BCT; died February 2011 

Steven Melton, Medic, 1st BN, 506th, 4th BCT; died February 24, 2011 

COL(R) Edward S. Mehosky, C Co, 1st BN/H Co, 3rd BN, 506th PIR, WWII; died March 5, 2011 

Ralph R. Younce, HHC, 1st ABG, 506th; died May 5, 2011 

‚Today we are gathered to honor Dick Winters, 

the man. I’m sure everybody in this theater already 

knows about Dick Winters, the Soldier, if not go 

read the many books or watch the mini-series ‚Band 

of Brothers‛, said Col. Cole Kingseed,  master of 

ceremonies and family friend. 

The public memorial service for Maj. (R) Richard 

‚Dick‛ Winters was held Mar. 19, 2011,  Hershey, 

PA. Those who attended the service, Winters’ fam-

ily, friends, veterans, past and present Currahees, 

and ‚Band of Brothers‛ producer Tom Hanks, 

packed the 1,904 seats in the Hershey theater.    

I was there to represent the 506th Infantry Regi-

ment and the 101st Airborne Division, and to attend 

the ceremony alongside Capt. Timothy Hastings, a 

Band of Brothers memorializing the 

man who lived the values 
Maj. Bradd A. Schultz and Spc. Kimberly K. Menzies 

4th BCT Rear Detachment, Fort Campbell, Ky 

(Continued on page 24) 
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506th Association Scholarship Recipients 

Announced for 2011 

Fred May, Scholarship Committee Chair 

A Co., 1/506 — Vietnam, 1970-71 

  

Our 2011 scholarship awards are triple that of 2010 

thanks, in part, to the generosity of Gene Overton 

and Lee Sullivan. Both Gene and Lee have agreed to 

fund named awards within our scholarship program. 

Gene's award will be called The Eugene and Marilyn 

Overton Scholarship Award , while Lee's award will 

be named The NAVILLUS Foundation Award.  The 

NAVILLUS Foundation is a family foundation 

headed by Lee and Carol Sullivan. This award is 

dedicated to the members of B Company, 1st Battal-

ion, 506th Infantry who served in the Republic of 

Vietnam during 1969 and 1970. 

Gene Overton served in C Company, 1st Battal-

ion, 506th Infantry at Fort Campbell and the Republic 

of Vietnam from 1967 to 1968. Gene is also the co-

founder of the 506th Association and he, along with 

his wife Marilyn, have donated an untold amount of 

time, energy, and money to further the goals of the 

Association. This award is dedicated to all who 

served with C Company from 1967 to 1968. 

2011 Scholarship Winners 

The 506th Association Scholarship Committee 

selected Pietra Bruni of Pitts-

burgh, Pennsylvania as the win-

ner of the $1,000 Marilyn and 

Eugene Overton Scholarship 

Award. Pietra recently gradu-

ated from Seton-La Salle Catho-

lic High School and will be at-

tending the University of Pittsburgh this fall, with 

plans to double major in Psychology and Art His-

tory. At Seton-La Salle, Pietra was a member of the 

National Honor Society, National Forensics League, 

International Club, Model United Nations, Liturgy 

Choir, Volleyball team, Academic Games, Media Edi-

tor of the Newspaper and President of her school's 

chapter of SADD. Pietra was the recipient of the 2011 

Saint Joan of Arc Medal and the St. Francis' Chal-

lenge Program Award Winner for two consecutive 

years due to her community service involvement. 

Pietra's marine biology based science experiment has 

also won numerous awards through the Pennsyl-

vania Junior Academy of Science and Pittsburgh 

Regional Science and Engineering Fair, including 

the Princeton Alumni Association Award, NOAA's 

Taking The Pulse of the Planet Award and the 

American Meteorological Society's Certificate of Ex-

cellence. Pietra's future plans include obtaining her 

PhD in psychology and becoming a therapist/ coun-

selor. Pietra is the daughter of SGT Raymond R. 

Bruni who served with A Company, 1st Battalion, 

506th PIR. 

The following letter is from Pietra: 

June 9, 2011 

Dear 506th Scholarship Committee, 

Thank you very much for selecting me to be a 

2011 Scholarship Recipient; it means a lot that you 

would extend this honor to me, and I accept it with 

the utmost respect. Your generosity will help me 

pursue my goal of obtaining my PhD in psychology 

where I, hopefully, can help improve the happiness 

and quality of living of others, as you have with all 

your service and dedication to our country. My fa-

ther was extremely proud to be a member of the 

506th and would be very proud and thankful of this 

great honor I received and the opportunity the 506th 

Scholarship Committee has given me to pursue my 

educational goals. Thank you again for all you do 

and for this scholarship. God bless! 

Sincerely, 

Pietra Bruni 
 

The 506th Association Scholarship Committee 

selected Melissa Christiansen of Las Cruces, NM as 

the winner of the $1,000 NAVILLUS Foundation 

Award for 2011. Melissa is a 2010 graduate of New 

Mexico State University, where she received a 

Bachelor's degree in Animal Sci-

ence.  

She is currently enrolled at 

Washington State University in 

Pullman, WA, and is studying 

veterinary medicine.  Christina's 

husband is SPC Thomas 

Christiansen who currently serves with A Com-

pany, 1st Battalion, 506th Infantry. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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From Our Friends in Europe: 

 

Date: Fri, 7 Jan 2011 17:05:43 -0600 

From: jhuesing@earthlink.net  

To: monttoms@hotmail.com  

Subject: Re: Col. Bob Sink 

CC: themoe_a1506@msn.com  

Brian, thanks so very much for your kind note.  

You should know that we Americans and, in particu-

lar, the 506th Airborne (Air Assault) Infantry Regi-

ment veterans very much appreciate your efforts to 

maintain these historical links. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank 

you and the British people for their support in the 

current conflict.  As you may know the 101st has 

been heavily engaged in Afghanistan over the last 

year and the 506th is once again in the middle of 

much of the fighting.  It’s almost déjà vu with your 

own UK 16th Air Assault Brigade (the 101st Air-

borne’s sister Regiment) deployed in the same thea-

ter right now. 

Our Webmaster, Bruce Moore will also be de-

lighted to hear that you enjoyed the Website.  Bruce 

puts a lot of effort into the site! 

Currahee! Joe 

-----Original Message-----  

From: Brian Toms  

Sent: Jan 4, 2011 7:30 AM  

To: jhuesing@earthlink.net   

Subject: Col. Bob Sink  

Dear Joe,  

I hope you don't mind me writing to you.  

I live in Chichester in England, and have just spent 

a new year break at a hotel in Berkshire, Littlecote 

House Hotel. 

Whilst there, I walked around the old house and 

was astounded  to come across a small museum 

dedicated to the PIR of the 101st 'Screaming Eagles', 

under the command of Bob Sink! Being a huge fan of 

the series, 'Band of Brothers', I was extremely inter-

ested in the photographs and artifacts there. [I even 

went into Col. Sink's original office.] I also spent time 

at Chilton Foliot. 

Welcome home set for 1/506th 
Fred May, Charitable Funds Chairman, 

A/1-506  RVN 70-71 

Separate from the regimental events this Fall, 

one battalion is moving ahead with its own home-

coming celebration.  This event is being planned by 

the returning 1/506th battalion and is not an associa-

tion event. It will be a B-B-Q at Ft. Campbell. All 

Red Currahee Veterans (1-506th Infantry) are in-

vited to attend this blowout. The Command Team 

understands that not all who want to attend will be 

able to do so. However, they want you to know that 

YOU are invited. 

I have been in email con-

tact with LTC David Womack, 

(Right) the 1-506 Battalion 

Commander in Afghanistan, 

and with the Family Readi-

ness Support Assistant and 

the Rear Detachment Com-

mander at Fort Campbell. 

They are the ones who have 

picked the date of 25 August 

for the homecoming party. 

This date is approximately 5 

days after the last scheduled flight for 506th Infantry 

troopers to leave Afghanistan. 

Vietnam veterans from A, B,  C and D compa-

nies have donated over $6000 to help fund the cost 

of the party.  Donations can be made through your 

company fund or by contacting me: 

Alfred (Fred) M. May 

30 Sweetman Lane 

West Milford, NJ 07480 

973-728-1458 

AlfredMay@aol.com 

(Continued on page 23) 

The families and Rear Detachment of 1/506th 

would like to thank the Association for their contin-

ued support! We look forward to seeing everyone in 

the near future!  

If you would like to receive the monthly newslet-

ter from 1-506th, please email me to be added to the 

distribution list! 

Tammy.L.Phillips@us.army.mil 

Family Readiness Support Assistant 

Rear Area Detachment, Fort Campbell, KY 

From the Rear Detachment of 4th BCT 
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Airborne and Special Ops Museum will 

get a touch of Currahee 

W.S. (Bud) Duryea 

HHC/C Co., 2/506 Airborne Infantry, 1964-66 
 

“From this day to the ending of the world, …we 

in it shall be remembered. We few, we happy 

few, we band of brothers; For he today that 

sheds his blood with me shall be my 

brother”….Shakespeare’s “HenryV” (1599) 

My very German grandmother was famous for 

her exhortation that ‚we are too soon old and too 

late smart.‛ To a large degree this exhortation de-

fined my mindset during my assignment as a Curra-

hee to the 2nd BN 506th PIR from 1964-1966. If you 

were like me at that point you gave very little 

thought to the ‚ancient history‛ of WW II and those 

‚brothers‛ who over time molded the magnificent 

legacy of the 506th throughout the history of modern 

warfare. Subsequently, our ‚remembering and cele-

brating‛were to be avoided and certainly not 

shared.  

Now, with the benefit of age and extended hind-

sight, I regret that perspective. It 

took two books, an HBO series 

and a son who served in both 

Iraq and Afghanistan with 1st 

BN 506th Infantry (Air Assault) 

to awaken a deep sense of re-

spect and awe for this Currahee 

organization. Regrettably there 

is nothing I can do to recover 

the opportunities of the past but 

I have decided in a miniscule 

way to celebrate the present and 

commemorate the future. I am 

wondering if you all may wish 

to participate. 

With our son’s current assignment to the 1st SQD 

73rd CAV, 82nd ABN at Ft. Bragg, NC, I have had the 

opportunity to visit and extensively tour the 

‚Airborne and Special Operations Museum‛ located 

at 100 Bragg Blvd. in Fayetteville, NC. Their web 

address is www.asomf.org. As shown within the 

site, the entrance to the main museum building is 

lined with unit commemorative monuments honor-

ing various airborne and Special Operations units. I 

specifically refer you to the ‚Honoring Loved 

Ones‛ link and then click on ‚monuments‛. Re-

grettably, the 506th Regiment is not represented. 

My son and I intend to change that situation. 

We have begun to work through Paul Galloway 

(MSG, Ret) of the museum foundation [an IRS 

501(c) 3 organization] to design, fund, create and 

install a distinct Currahee monument on the mu-

seum site.  A preliminary concept drawing is 

shown below. As our first priority, it was impor-

tant to us to have the association’s blessing of the 

design, which came from the Board of Directors.  

In addition, we wanted to provide the member-

ship an opportunity to financially participate if 

they so choose. We have decided to fund the 

monument project using a contribution matching 

program whereby we will match on a dollar for 

dollar basis any and all contributions toward the 

initial project cost of $4750.00.  The association 

member’s tax deductible contribution should be 

made to the 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Asso-

ciation and will be managed by Association Chari-

table Funds manager Fred May and Treasurer 

Bruce Moore. At an appropriate 

time, the collected contributions 

will be donated by the associa-

tion directly to the museum and 

combined with our contribution. 

 It will take about 6 

months to quarry and engrave 

the stone. We will design and 

organize an appropriate dedica-

tion ceremony at the museum 

and celebrate the occasion to-

gether.  

 So having said all this if you 

care to participate please complete 

the 506th Commemorative Monu-

ment Donation Form on page 14 and return it with 

your tax deductible contribution to Bruce Moore at 

the address given. 

For details, please visit the 506th Association 

web page www.506infantry.org/projectstable.html or 

call Bud Duryea at (970) 586-0282 , or contact Fred 

May at alfredmay@aol.com or Bruce Moore at 

TheMOE_A1506@msn. 

   

 

         

The Currahee Monument at the Air-

borne Museum near Fort Bragg, N.C., 
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault) 

Quartermaster Order Form 
 
NAME:       HOME PHONE:      

 
STREET  ADDRESS:      CITY:      
 
STATE:  ZIP CODE:  E-MAIL ADDRESS:       

 

## a "member" is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2011 Membership Dues. 

Quantity Item 
Each 

(non-members) 

Each 

(members)## 
  TOTAL COST 

  
Pins -- select design: 
[  ] Currahee Shield (full size)  [  ] ParaDice  [  ] BattleFlag 

$6.00 $5.00  $ 

  Pin: Currahee Shield (lapel) (3/8"x 1/2") $4.00 $3.00   

 
506 Air Assault Badge (1-3/4"x 7/8") -- select finish: 
[  ] Bright Silver  [  ] Antique Silver 

$6.00 $5.00  

 
506 Parachutist Badge (1-1/2"x 1") -- select finish: 
[  ] Bright Silver  [  ] Antique Silver 

$6.00 $5.00  

 506 Infantry Crossed Rifles (1-1/2"x 7/8") $7.50 $6.00  

 
Decal: CIB (3"x 1.5"- 3"x 2") -- select text: 
[  ] no text   [  ] WWII   [  ] Vietnam   [  ] Iraq   [  ]  Afghanistan 

$4.00 $3.00  

 
Decal: CAB (3"x 1.5"- 3"x 2") -- select text: 
[  ] no text    [  ] Iraq    [  ]  Afghanistan 

$4.00 $3.00  

 
Decal: CMB (3"x 2"- 3"x 2.375") -- select text: 
[  ] no text   [  ] WWII   [  ] Vietnam   [  ] Iraq   [  ]  Afghanistan 

$4.00 $3.00  

  Decal: Airborne Wings (3"x 1.75") $4.00 $3.00   

 
Decal -- select design: 
[  ] Currahee Shield  [  ] ParaDice  [  ] 101st Currahee 

$6.00 $5.00  

  Decal: 506th Association (8"x 5" Static Cling) $3.00 $2.00   

 Patch: 101st Currahee (3-7/8"x 3-7/8") $12.00 $10.00  

  
Patch -- select design: 
[  ] Currahee Shield  [  ] ParaDice  [  ] WWII Currahee Shield 

$6.00 $5.00   

  
Patch: Currahee Shield with Wings (4.25"x 2.25") -- select design: 
[  ] Airborne Wings  [  ] Air Assault Wings 

$6.00 $5.00   

 Patch: 506th Infantry Regiment Flash (1.75"x 2.25") $4.00 $3.00  

 
506th Infantry Regiment Oval (2.25"x 1.375") -- select design: 
[  ] 1st BN  [  ] 2nd BN  [  ] 3rd BN [  ]  plain (no BN) 

$4.00 $3.00 
 

 Neck Cooler (44") $4.00 $2.50  

  506th Association Challenge Coin (1-1/2" diameter) $10.00* $8.00*  

Shipping @ $0.50 per item   

*ADD $1.00 additional shipping for each COIN and KNIFE   

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ 

 

Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org 

 
Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN INF REGT ASSN (AMBL-

AASLT) 

Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:                    Hoyt B. Moore, III, Treasurer 

Phone:  858-274-4317 eMail:  TheMOE_A1506@msn.com 4126 Cole Way 
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery                  San Diego, CA 92117-1123 
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        The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault) 

Quartermaster Order Form 
 

      NAME:       HOME PHONE:      

 
      STREET  ADDRESS:     CITY:        
 
      STATE:  ZIP CODE:  E-MAIL ADDRESS:       

 

## a "member" is someone who has paid their 506th Association 2011 Membership Dues. 

Quantity Item Each 
(non-members) 

Each 
(members)## 

TOTAL COST 

  Gym/Duffel Bag (23.75"x 13"x 11.5") $34.00** $30.00** $ 

 Battle Flag Blanket Throw (5' 10" x 4' 6") $60.00** $50.00**  

 

Acrylic Coasters (set of 4) -- mix & match up to 4 different designs per set: 
[ ] 1/506   [ ] 2/506   [ ] 3/506   [ ] Airborne Wings   [  ] CIB 
[  ] Currahee Shield   [  ] 506th Currahee   [  ] Tiger Bravo 
[  ] Vietnam   [  ] 101st Currahee   [  ] Stands Alone 

$20.00 $17.00  

 

Travel Tumbler (12-oz) -- select design:  
[ ]506th Currahee [ ]4BCT ParaDice [ ]506th Regiment [ ]Spade/Insignia 
[ ]Sink Montage [ ]Always Currahee [ ]ParaDice Currahee 
[ ]506th Currahee [ ]4BCT ParaDice [ ]Airborne Currahee 
[ ]506th Coat of Arms [ ]Strike from the Sky [ ]Airborne Wings 
[ ]Air Assault Wings [ ]King Delta [ ]2ID Iraq [ ]2ID Air Assault [ ]Korea 
[ ]RCT Iraq [ ]Afghanistan [ ]101 Air Assault [ ]ABG [ ]Tiger Bravo 
[ ]Vietnam [ ]WWII [ ]101st Currahee [ ]WWII CIB [ ]Vietnam CIB 
[ ]Iraq CIB [ ]Afghanistan CIB [ ]CIB [ ]CAB [ ]Afghanistan CAB 
[ ]Iraq CAB [ ]CMB [ ]Vietnam CMB [ ]Iraq CMB [ ]Afghanistan CMB 
[ ]Voodoo Medics [ ]ABG 506th [ ]Stands Alone 

$14.00 $12.00  

  Pub Glass w/Currahee Shield (16-oz) $11.00 $8.50   

 Ceramic Mug w/Currahee Shield (11-oz) $7.00 $5.00  

 Zippo Lighter (Polished Chrome) $23.00 $20.00  

 Zippo Lighter (Brushed Chrome) $21.00 $18.00  

  FSB Map, I Corps, Vietnam (26.5"x 18") $20.00 $15.00   

  Currahee Flag (single-sided; 3' x 5') $40.00 $35.00   

 Currahee Battle Flag (double-sided; 3' x 5') $50.00 $45.00  

 Currahee Battle Flag (single-sided; 3' x 5') $40.00 $35.00  

 Book (WWII): Freedom Found $12.00 $9.00  

 DVD (WWII): Quest for Freedom $12.00 $10.00  

 506th Infantry Bracelet $12.00 $10.00  

 
License Plate -- select design: 
[  ] 506th Infantry  [  ] Currahee Battle Flag 

$12.00 $10.00  

 
License Plate Frame -- select design: 
[  ] White w/Blue Letters  [  ] Black w/Gold Letters 

$7.00 $5.00  

Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item) $ 

**ADD $5.50 additional shipping for each GYM/DUFFEL BAG or BLANKET THROW  

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 

Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org 

Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN INF REGT ASSN (AMBL-

AASLT) 

Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:                    Hoyt B. Moore, III, Treasurer 

Phone:  858-274-4317 eMail:  TheMOE_A1506@msn.com 4126 Cole Way 
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery                  San Diego, CA 92117-1123 
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault) 

Shirts Order Form 
NAME:       HOME PHONE:       

 
STREET  ADDRESS:      CITY:       
 
STATE:  ZIP CODE:  E-MAIL ADDRESS:        

**COLORS: W=White; B=Black; G=Gray; T=Tan; LBL=Light Blue; DGR=Forest Green; K=Khaki; P=Pink 

DBD=Dark Blue Denim; LBD=Light Blue Denim 

EMBROIDERED FRONT DESIGN CODES (embroidered left chest area design with optional right chest area personalization): 
      (1) 506th Currahee; (2) 4BCT ParaDice; (13) Airborne Wings; (14) Air Assault Wings; (28) 101st Currahee;  (29) WWII CIB; 
      (30) Vietnam CIB; (31) Iraq CIB; (32) Afghanistan CIB; (33) CIB; (34) CAB; (35) Iraq CAB; (36) Afghanistan CAB; (37) CMB; 
      (38) Vietnam CMB; (39) Iraq CMB; (40) Afghanistan CMB; (43) Stands Alone 
FULL-FRONT PRINTED DESIGN CODES (NO personalization): 
      (3) 506

th
 Regiment; (4) Spade w/Insignia; (5) Sink Montage; (6) Always Currahee; (7) ParaDice Currahee; (10) Airborne Currahee; 

      (11) 506th Coat of Arms; (12) Strike from the Sky ; (17) King Delta; ; (18) 2ID Iraq; (19) 2ID Air Assault; (20) Korea; (21) RCT Iraq; 
      (22) Afghanistan; (23) 101 Air Assault; (24) ABG; (25) Tiger Bravo; (26) Vietnam; (27) WWII; (41) Voodoo Medics 

## a “member” is someone who has paid their 506
th

 Association 2011 Membership Dues. 

Item 
Front Design 

Codes 
Colors** Sizes 

Each 
(non-members) 

Each 
(members)## 

Polo Shirt: 
Embroidered designs only 

1-2; 13-14; 
28-40; 43 

W, B, LBL, 
G, T 

S,  M,  L,  

XL 
$32.00 $29.00 

2XL, 3XL $34.00 $31.00 

Short Sleeve Denim Shirt: 
Embroidered designs only 

1-2; 13-14; 
28-40; 43 

DBD, LBD 

S,  M,  L,  

XL 
$28.00 $25.00 

2XL $30.00 $27.00 

3XL $34.00 $31.00 

Long Sleeve Denim Shirt: 
Embroidered designs only 

1-2; 13-14; 
28-40; 43 

DBD, LBD 

S,  M,  L,  

XL 

$40.00 $35.00 

2XL $50.00 $45.00 

3XL $60.00 $55.00 

Short Sleeve T-Shirt: 
Full front designs only; no personalization 

3-7; 10-12; 17-27 
41=White Only 

W, B, LBL, G, 
T, P, DGR, K 

S,  M,  L,  

XL 
$20.00 $17.00 

2XL, 3XL $21.00 $18.00 

Long Sleeve T-Shirt:  
Full front designs only; no personalization 

3-7; 10-12; 17-27 
41=White Only 

W, B, LBL, G, 
T, P, DGR, K 

S,  M,  L,  

XL 

$22.00 $19.00 

2XL, 3XL $24.00 $21.00 

Crewneck Sweatshirt:  
Embroidered designs only 

1-2; 13-14; 
28-40; 43 

W, B, G, T, 
P, DGR, K 

S,  M,  L,  

XL 
$26.50 $23.50 

2XL, 3XL $27.50 $24.50 

Hooded Pullover Sweatshirt:  
Embroidered designs only 

1-2; 13-14; 
28-40; 43 

W, B, G, T, 
P, DGR, K 

S,  M,  L,  

XL 
$37.00 $34.00 

2XL, 3XL $41.00 $38.00 

 

Quantity Item 
Front 

Design # 
Person-
alize? 

World 
Tour? Color Size Price Each TOTAL 

   Y   N Y   N    $ 

   Y   N Y   N     

   Y   N Y   N     

 Optional Currahee World Tour on back ($1.00 per T-Shirt) $ 1.00 $ 

 

Select optional design on right chest area ($6.00 per Sweatshirt/Polo/Denim Shirt): 
[  ] CIB   [  ] CAB   [  ] CMB -- then select text: 
[  ] WWII   [  ] Vietnam   [  ] Iraq   [  ]   Afghanistan   [  ] no text 

$ 6.00 $ 

 Optional Personalization Information ($6.00 per Sweatshirt/Polo/Denim Shirt) $ 6.00 $ 

Line 1:  

 Line 2:  

Line 3:  

Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item) $ 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 

Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org 

Mailing instructions for this form can be found at the bottom of page ??. 19
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The 506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association (Airmobile-Air Assault) 

Embroidered Items Order Form 
 

NAME:       HOME PHONE:       

 
STREET  ADDRESS:      CITY:       
 
STATE:  ZIP CODE:  E-MAIL ADDRESS:        

 

**COLORS: W=White; B=Black; G=Gray; T=Tan; OG=Oxford Gray; DGR=Forest Green; K=Khaki; D=Digital; BRN=Brown 

FRONT DESIGN CODES: 
Embroidered Designs:   (1) 506th Currahee;  (2) 4BCT ParaDice;  (8) 506th Currahee;  (9) 4BCT ParaDice;  (13) Airborne Wings; 
(14) Air  Assault Wings;  (28) 101st Currahee;  (29) WWII CIB;  (30) Vietnam CIB;  (31) Iraq CIB;  (32) Afghanistan CIB;  (33) CIB; 
(34) CAB;  (35) Iraq CAB;  (36) Afghanistan CAB;  (37) CMB;  (38) Vietnam CMB;  (39) Iraq CMB;  (40) Afghanistan CMB;  
(42) ABG 506

th
;  (43) Stands Alone 

## a “member” is someone who has paid their 506
th

 Association 2011 Membership Dues. 

Item 
Front Design 

Codes 
Colors** Sizes 

Each 
(non-members) 

Each 
(members)## 

Hat: 5-Panel Cotton 
8-9; 13-14; 

28-40; 42-43 

W, B, T, DGR 
One size 

$16.00 $14.00 

Hat: 5-Panel Nylon W, B, T, DGR 

Hat: Flag 

8-9; 13-14; 
28-40; 42-43 

White 

One size Hat: Low-Profile Cotton W, B, T 

Hat: Army Field Cap D, K 

Cotton Knit Beanie 
1-2; 13-14; 
28-40; 43 

W, B, G 
One size 

$13.00 $11.00 

Polar Fleece Beanie W, B, G $18.00 $16.00 

Golf Towel (11"x 18") 1-2; 8; 
13-14; 

28-40; 43 

W, B One size $15.00 $12.00 

Currahee Bear (10") W, BRN One size $30.00 $25.00 

Cotton Shorts 
1-2; 13-14; 
28-40; 43 

B, OG 

S,  M,  L,  XL $25.00 $22.00 

2XL $29.00 $26.00 

3XL $32.00 $29.00 

Nylon Jacket 
1-2; 13-14; 
28-40; 43 

Black 

S, M, L, XL $50.00 $45.00 

2XL $55.00 $50.00 

3XL $60.00 $55.00 

 

Quantity Item 
Front 

Design # 
Personalize? Color Size Price Each TOTAL 

   Y    N    $ 

   Y    N     

   Y    N     

 

Select optional design on right chest area ($6.00 per Jacket/Shorts): 
[  ] CIB   [  ] CAB   [  ] CMB -- then select text: 
[  ] WWII   [  ] Vietnam   [  ] Iraq   [  ]   Afghanistan   [  ] no text 

$ 6.00 $ 

 Optional Personalization Information ($6.00 per Jacket/Shorts) $ 6.00 $ 

Line 1:  

 Line 2:  

Line 3:  

Shipping ($5.50 for the 1st item + $3.00 shipping per additional item) $ 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ 

Photos of all of these items can be found in the Quartermaster section of www.506infantry.org 

Make your check or money order (no credit cards) payable to: 506th ABN INF REGT ASSN (AMBL-AASLT) 

Mail this Order Form and your check or money order to:                    Hoyt B. Moore, III, Treasurer 

Phone:  858-274-4317 eMail:  TheMOE_A1506@msn.com   4126 Cole Way 
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery      San Diego, CA 92117-1123 



 

20 

 

 

such as myself. I am also grateful that my grandfa-

ther, a proud member of the 506th, is here with me 

today to celebrate this honor and I know that he also 

appreciates your organization's support of my edu-

cational goals. 

Again, thank you so much for your generosity 

and I look forward to making the 506th proud with 

my musical accomplishments. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Gabriel Schoepflin 

"Gabe" 
 

On behalf of all Currahees, and particularly 

those who provided the funding for these scholar-

ships, we congratulate the winners.  Remember, your 

gifts to scholarships are tax deductible. 

Vietnam Notes 
  

Chester Clinkscale (C Co, 2nd BN, 1968-1969) sent 

in several of his C/2-506th 1969 Vietnam photos, and 

we put them up in the 2nd Battalion, Vietnam Pho-

tographs web page 

www.506infantry.org/hisvietnam/his2ndbnvnphoto

44.html .  In 2006, Chester also donated $1,000 to-

ward the cost of purchasing Currahee Reunion T-

Shirts which were sold at the 2006 Currahee Reun-

ion in Colorado Springs, CO, to generate additional 

income for the 506th Association.  A big Currahee 

thank you! 

 

From David Schroder:  these photos are from the 

second roll of film I took.  I took a third roll of film, 

mostly around Phouc Vinh, and had it in an enve-

lope ready to mail home.  I left it in a bunker in the 

D Company, 2nd Battalion, 506th area of Phouc 

Vinh's perimeter when we went on an overnight pa-

trol.  When we got back the next day, it was gone!  

None of the other stuff I had left there was missing – 

just the envelope addressed to my dad.  That would 

have happened about March of 1968.  If anyone has 

those photos, would they please contact me at dcchi-

ro1974@sbcglobal.net?  No questions asked.  They 

were the last photos taken of Mike Hammer and 

some of the other guys who were later KIA. 

The following letter is from Melissa: 

May 21, 2011 

Dear 506th Scholarship Committee, 

Thank you for selecting me to be one of the 

2011 506th Association Scholarship recipients. I 

greatly appreciate your generosity and support as I 

enter into my 2nd year at WSU's College of Veteri-

nary Medicine. You are helping me to pursue my 

dreams of enriching the lives of many people and 

their pets. 

Thanks again, 

Melissa Christiansen 
 

The 506th Association Scholarship Committee 

selected Jonathan "Gabe" Schoepflin as the win-

ner of one of our three 2011 $1,000 Scholarships. 

Gabe lives in Gum Spring, Virginia where he at-

tends Goochland County High School and main-

tains a 4.11 GPA. He will attend Virginia Common-

wealth University this fall and plans to major in 

Music Performance - Jazz Studies. While attending 

high school Gabe was a member of The National 

Honor Society, was Drum Major of the Marching 

Band, and played with the Symphonic and Jazz 

Bands. He has won various 

awards for music perform-

ance and composition. Gabe 

is the grandson of 1LT Terry 

Ruhlen, who served with 

HHC/3-506 Infantry in the 

Republic of Vietnam. 

The following letter is from 

Gabe: 

May 19, 2011 

Dear 506th Scholarship Committee, 

I am honored and grateful to be selected as one of 

this year's scholarship recipients. Your generosity 

will go a long way in assisting me financially in the 

pursuit of my Music Performance degree at Vir-

ginia Commonwealth University. More impor-

tantly, I would like to thank the 506th for their self-

less service to our country, which continues to this 

day in making a difference in the lives of students 

Scholarships (Continued from page 11) 
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Other Events of Interest to Currahees 

 

NOTE: These are non-506th Association celebrations, and the information is presented for your convenience.  The 
appearance of an announcement does not constitute endorsement by the 506th Association; nor does the 506th 
Association exercise any control over activities at these events. 

 

Dates       Event 

 

July 8-10, 2011   C Co, 1st BN, 506th Vietnam Veterans Reunion in New Castle, IN  

 

July 10, 2011   2011 Currahee Mountain Climb/Hill 996 Remembrance Ceremony:   

    - in memory of the twenty 1-506th Currahees who were KIA on Hill 996 

July 13-27, 2011  Band of Brothers Tour 

 

July 15-17, 2011  ‘Stand Down 2011’ A Co, 1st BN, 506th Vietnam (1967-1971) Veterans  

    Reunion in Colorado Springs, CO: 

 

July 16, 2011   19th Annual D-Day Barbeque in Sandy, Oregon 

 

July 28-31  2011  2011 Bravo Company Reunion, 3-506th Currahees in San Antonio, TX: 

 

August 5-12   101st Airborne  Division ‚Week of the Eagles‛ at Fort Campbell, KY 

 

August 17-21, 2011  2011  Task Force 3-506th/Geraci Chapter Reunion in Lexington, KY: 

 

August 25-28, 2011  17th Annual Reunion of the 101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans in  

    Arlington, VA: 

 

Mid-September 2011  C Co, 1st BN, 506th Vietnam Veterans Reunion in Branson, MO: 

 

Sept30—Oct 2, 2011  2011 Currahee Military Weekend in Toccoa, GA: 

 

October 5-10, 2011  2011 FSB Ripcord Association Reunion in Indianapolis, IN: 

 

September, 16-25, 2012 2012 Operation Torch in the Netherlands and Belgium 

 

For the latest updates, consult the Currahee website and the contact information there. 

 

.  
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 I recently had the privilege of traveling with a 

number of WWII veterans from the 91st Bombard-

ment Group on the days leading up to Memorial 

Day and the 67th anniversary of D-Day.  My dad 

passed away in 1979, but I have al-

ways wanted to visit the air base at 

Bassingbourn, England where the 

four squadrons of B-17's of 

the 91st Bomb Group were stationed 

from September 1942 through June 

1945.  We also visited the famous 

Eagle Pub in Cambridge where the 

airmen would toss down a pint or 

two in between missions and we at-

tended Memorial Day ceremonies at 

the Madingley American Cemetery 

on 30 May 2011. 

  After visiting a number of WWII 

related sites in England the tour 

continued on to the Normandy 

coast with visits to Utah Beach, 

Sainte Mere Eglise and other nota-

ble places like Brecourt Manor 

where Lt. Dick Winters and a small 

number of men from  E Company, 

2nd Battalion, 506th PIR took out 

four 88mm howitzers that had been 

firing with deadly accuracy on Utah 

Beach and the causeways leading 

from the beach head.  

  Just before I left on this trip I 

had ordered the new Currahee field 

cap and black nylon jacket knowing 

that it can be a bit chilly and wet in 

southern England and northern 

France this time of year.  I can't re-

call how many veterans and non-

veterans alike came up to me to ask if I served with 

the 506th, but there were many.  Of course my an-

swer was yes, not in WWII, but in Vietnam.  That 

cap and jacket produced conversations with veter-

ans that I will never forget.  I was worried the 

jacket would not come in before I departed for 

England on May 26th, but thanks to our Quarter-

master, Ron Helwig, it was delivered on the 25th 

just in time to get it packed away.  I used it every 

day while I was there and it kept me dry and 

warm, not to mention fitting right in with the cere-

monies surrounding Memorial Day and D-Day.  

 I had the privilege of attending the Memorial 

Day ceremony at the Madingley American Ceme-

tery in Cambridge, England on 30 May 2011.  It 

was a very moving ceremony with 

three notable speakers that in-

cluded Her Majesty's Lord-

Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, Mr. 

Hugh Duberly, and the Dep-

uty Mission Chief of the U.S. Em-

bassy in the UK, Ms. Barbara Ste-

phenson.  The third speaker 

was LTG John D. Gardner who is 

currently the U.S. Army Deputy 

Commander for the U.S. European 

Command.  General Gardner's trib-

ute to the men and women who 

have died while serving in the U.S. 

Armed Forces was in keeping with 

the highest standards of military 

tradition.  

 After the official ceremony I 

wondered over to the flagpole to 

take a few photos of the large 

crowd and the Madingley Ceme-

tery that is perfectly maintained 

year round.  It wasn't long before 

I heard a voice from behind my 

vantage point that said would 

you like to take a tour of the 

cemetery with us.  To my sur-

prise it was General Gard-

ner who had seen I was wearing 

a 101st lapel pin.  At that point I 

noticed he was wearing a 506th 

crest above his right pocket.   We 

had an interesting chat as the rest 

of his party made their way to the flagpole.  Turns 

out he was the Commander of the 1st Battalion 

back from 1993-95 in the Republic of Korea.  I 

thanked him for the offer, but told him the 91st 

Bombardment Group tour bus that I was riding in 

was about to leave.  By then the Cemetery Chaplin 

Field Report:  

Dan Linn 

C Co., 3/506 — Vietnam, 1969-70 

(Above) Dan Linn, C/3/506th, 69-70, at 

the E Company, 2nd Battalion, 506th 

PIR memorial that commemorates the 

Brecourt Manor Assault on D-Day, 6 

June 1944. (Below) Dan with General 

Gardner 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Currahee! Content 

John  Lally, Newsletter Editor 
 (A Co, 1st BN, 1970-1971 

 

The Currahee! newsletter is published by Curra-

hees for Currahees, with news and features of inter-

est to veterans and active duty troops from all eras. 

It is normally published twice a year: a January is-

sue which goes to all members, and a Summer issue 

for dues-paying members. It includes stories from 

our past, information about Association activities 

and projects, active duty narratives, and announce-

ments about reunions and general veterans' issues. 

As resources permit and communication needs dic-

tate, we publish additional special issues for dues-

paying members. 

Our Currahee!  reporters for each battalion are 

looking for material that you will find interesting 

and informative.  Officers and board members also 

use the newsletter report to members on matters 

across the regiment and share stories of general in-

terest to all members.  To make this newsletter bet-

ter for everyone, we are asking members to contact 

the reporters (or newsletter editor, or any of the offi-

cers and members of the Board of Directors) and 

share with us your questions, suggestions for im-

proving the newsletter, as well as any news items or 

concerns relating to the Association and the 506th. 

We also encourage direct reader contributions to 

the newsletter. Each issue we will try to find and 

publish stories, essays, cartoons, drawings and po-

ems created by active duty or veteran Currahees. If 

you are willing to share your creative ideas with 

other Currahees, please contact the newsletter edi-

tor. The only requirements are that your contribu-

tions are original; that they arise from your Curra-

hee experience, and there are no legal or financial 

restrictions on publication. We will honor requests 

to keep the identities of contributors private if re-

quested. 
 

Current Newsletter Cadre     
 

1st BN —Joe Huesing 

[C Co (Mortars), 1st BN, 1975-

1979] 

872 Wellesley Terrace Lane 

Chesterfield, MO 63017-0754   

636-536-0289 

jhuesing@earthlink.net 

 

2nd BN 

position open – looking for a volunteer 
 

 

3rd BN — Jerry Gomes 

[E Co (LRRP), 3rd BN, 1967-1969] 

PO Box 1570 

Sandy, OR 97055-1570   

503-668-6127 

kaye@mthoodcustomhomes.com 
 

 

Newsletter Editor — John Lally 

 [A Co, 1st BN, 1970-1971] 

639 17th Avenue North 

South St Paul, MN 55075-1529   

johnlally@comcast.net 

This, of course, put me on to your website, which 

I found most interesting. 

I just wanted you, and the members and friends 

of the 'Currahees' to know, you're not forgotten and 

the memories of your forebears are well cared for, 

here in England. 

 I don't know if I'm writing to the right person, 

but I'm sure you'll pass my best wishes on to 

whomever else it may concern. 

Best wishes to you and yours, 

Brian 'Monty' Toms 

monttoms@hotmail.com 

Messages from Europe (continued from page 12) 

Do you have a little bit of yesterday tucked into your 

attic — a memento or relic of your Currahee days? 

The articles you are willing to part with might be 

interesting to other Currahees, either now or in years 

to come.  We bring a quantity of such items to each 

reunion and want more— old yearbooks or reports; 

unique clothing;  maps or photos; or militaria such 

as Nazi flags, VC documents, or Afghan scarves.  

Many more items are documented and put on the 

website, or published in this newsletter.  Contact 

Bruce Moore at TheMOE_A1506@msn.com or me at 

mbookser@earthlink.net if you think you might have 

something to contribute. 

Are   you a packrat?  Here’s one solution: 

Mike Bookser—Webmaster 

B & E Co., 1/506 — Vietnam, 1969-70 
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From the Editor 

Each issue, I try to pick articles that are interest-

ing and entertaining, and that support the three 

purposes of the newsletter: to celebrate the events 

and people of our collective past; to help bring us 

together from across the years and miles; and to in-

form us of current activities of interest to Currahees 

everywhere.   

As the editor of the newsletter, it is my job to 

select articles that are likely to be enjoyable or use-

ful to some of our members.  I also apply our publi-

cation standards*, try to moderate intemperate writ-

ings and generally try to maintain the highest stan-

dards possible for literary expression.  We’ve been 

evolving from articles by and about the associa-

tion’s operations to a mix of articles supporting the 

three purposes above.   

Our editorial committee welcomes your feed-

back about how we are doing and where we should 

go from here.  Address your comments to any of 

these committee members:  Tom Duckett, Gene 

Overton, Fred May, Bruce Moore  or Mike Bookser; 

or to me.  Their contact information is on page 28. 

* We follow the “Associated Press Stylebook”  in case you are 

interested 

his men and his respect for all. These were core val-

ues of the man, Dick Winters. As hard as each tried 

to only share stories of the ‚man‛ not the ‚soldier‛, 

the speakers found it difficult to separate the two. 

This is because Dick Winters lived by what sol-

diers refer to as 

the ‚Army Val-

ues‛ — loyalty, 

duty, respect, 

selfless service, 

honor, integ-

rity, and per-

sonal courage. 

He expected 

everyone to do 

the same. He 

was raised with 

these values, 

handed down 

to him by his 

parents, and 

he kept him-

self true to 

them while in 

the U.S. 

Army, while 

at war in 

Europe and 

while he lived the remainder of his life. 

After the ceremony, family, friends and three 

generations of Currahees got together and infor-

mally share stories of war and peace, soldiers and 

men<.and of the quiet man who has come to per-

sonify for many the best qualities of military leader-

ship — calm,  wise, courageous, strong and honor-

able.  As we watched the near-legendary WWII Cur-

rahees like Buck Compton, Babe Heffron and Brad-

ford Freemant interact with the current generation 

of Currahees, it quickly became clear to us and the 

others who long ago handed the unit off to new 

leaders that it is still in good hands.  Today’s Curra-

hees are made of the same strong fiber as those 

(Currahees) who served so long ago. 

It was an amazing evening spent with some very 

special people in honor of a truly exceptional man. 

Winters Memorial Service (Continued from page 10) 

U.S. Army MAJ  Bradd A. Schultz 

(left), rear detachment commander  of 

the 506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Bri-

gade Combat Team, 101st Airborne Di-

vision, and CPT Timothy Hastings 

(right), a former platoon leader of Easy 

Company, 2/506th Inf. Regt., stand 

near a photo of MAJ “Dick” Winters 

during a memorial service held Mar. 19 

had begun his talk about the history of Madingley 

for the Deputy Embassy Mission Chief and a few 

others so I slipped off as quietly as I could.   

 As I reached the bottom of the flagpole riser I 

heard General Gardner from behind once again.  

He said "I just wanted to thank you for your service 

before you go."  Those few words impacted me 

more than anything else I encountered during my 

tour of England and France with WWII veterans of 

the 91st Bombardment Group.  I say this because 

I can count on one hand the number of people that 

have thanked me for my military service.  One was 

my 91st Bomb Group father before he passed away, 

another is a coworker who is also a veteran and the 

third is a three star general.  I'm proud to have met 

General Gardner and I'm proud that he was 

once part of the great tradition of the 506th Infan-

try.    

Field Report (Continued from page 22) 
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The Writers’ Block 

We celebrate successful musicians, artists and writers among the Currahees.  Each issue, we will try to find and publish essays, 

cartoons, drawings and poems written by Currahees, active duty or veteran.  If you are willing to share your creations with other 

Currahees, email newsletter editor John Lally at <johnlally@comcast.net>.  The editorial board will decide which submissions will be 

published. The only requirements are that they are original, they arise from your Currahee experience and there are no legal or fi-

nancial restrictions on publication. We will  honor requests to keep the identities of contributors confidential if requested. 

  Chaplain Otis A Smith was 3/506 BN chap-

lain in 1967-68.  He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel.  

He recently discovered this prayer, written for the 

3rd Battalion in 1967.  It is printed here both for its 

impassioned eloquence and because it is as perti-

nent in 2011 as it was more than 40 years ago. 

 

 PRAYER FOR THE 3/506 INFANTRY BATTALION 

         Almighty and everlasting God, before whose 

face a nation rise and fall, and in whose hand are 

the destines of every nation and kindred and 

tongue. We give Thee humble and hearty thanks for 

this nation our forefathers  established; for a of gov-

ernment of the people, for the people, and by the 

people. For this very land we the members of the 

3/506 Inf. (ABN) pledge our devotion and sacred 

trust. All that is within us cry out to be counted 

worth to defend our great nation. 

Out of all the great young men of this nation , we 

who stand here this day have been selected, trained 

, disciplined and are now thoroughly prepared to 

sacrifice what is necessary for her security. 

Our Father send forth Thy Holy Spirit, Come O 

Heavenly Dove seek and enter the heart of every 

great Airborne Warrior here. Teach them to know 

your Spirit in an intimate and personal way.  As we 

take leave of this place protect, defend and guide 

those love ones we leave behind. Bring us again to 

this very land to share their love.  

 Dismiss us today with Thy very presence, but, stay 

Thou close by us, so enable us to add living pages to 

the long history of the 3/506 Inf. Bn. of the 101st 

ABD. We are confident that with these great officers 

and outstanding NCOs we have a ‚RENDEZVOUS 

WITH DESTINY.‛    

Amen! 

By  Chaplain (Cpt.) Otis A. Smith (1 Oct. 1967) 

Chaplain LTC (then CPT) Otis A,  Smith on the job 

in Vietnam in 1967. 

THE BULLET 

Hate skipped across the hilltops, 

bridging in an instant 

the gap between life and death. 

White-hot, it shrugged aside  

the meager resistance of flesh and bone, 

destroying memory and dreams,  

hope and aspirations, 

with melancholy efficiency. 
         Author’s  name withheld by request 

delivered. After the exercise, our officers came back 

changed men.  

Words can’t capture the essence of what was ac-

complished. As I got older and wiser in the ways of 

military leadership, I saw the wisdom passed down 

to those officers. Most NCOs will tell you it’s easier 

to follow an officer who was once enlisted. After 

those three days in April, it felt like every Currahee 

officer was prior enlisted<and that’s a priceless 

feeling to any soldier willing to step into harm’s 

way. 

 

Currahees in Korea (Continued from page 9) 
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Membership Director’s Report and Membership Analysis 

By Eugene L. Overton, Jr. [Gene] – Membership Director and Co-Founder 

C Co., 1st Bn, 506th - Vietnam 1967 / 1968 

As of May 31, 2011, the total number of Members who have paid their 2011 Dues total 744 or 93% of our 800 

goal for the year. In addition, our membership so far has exceeded our last year's total dues paying member-

ships of 713; and we are well on our way to meeting this year's goal.  The question now is can we meet or 

exceed that goal?  The answer to this question is up to YOU!  Can you encourage at least one new member-

ship? 

Membership Analysis by Era      

 

If any Dues Paying Member has not received their 2011 Membership Card or Association Roster, please 

contact me so this can be rectified. I can be reached at Charly35@ aol.com or (646) 232-6265. 

Association Annual Members remember that January 31, 2011 is the time to pay your 2011 Membership 

Dues. For all those who paid for a Five Year Membership, your next dues payment is not due until January 

of 2012 if you have a 2007 – 2011 Membership or January 2013 if you have a 2008 – 2012 Membership or 

January 2014 if you have a 2009 – 2013 Membership or January 2015 if you have a 2010 - 2014 membership. 

All Currahees – if you have a change of address, telephone, email or other information PLEASE 

submit such changes in order for the Association’s 2011 database to contain accurate information. 

You can give a gift membership to help get a current or former 506th veteran involved in the Currahee 

community or as a way of thanking a Currahee veteran for past service. Simply write GIFT on the appropri-

ate Membership Dues Form. 

Update  On-Line Payment of Membership  Dues  - The ability to pay your membership electronically on-

line went live in late January 2010 and a total of 109 memberships were paid using it last year. So far this 

year a total of 102 members have used it and we still have another six months left in the membership year.  

WOW!  That's what I call success. 

In closing, I would like to THANK All our current Members for their support of the Association and our 

active duty Currahees. 

Currahee! 

 

 Dues Paying Roster Percent 

 Members Database  

World War II - Parachute Infantry (1942 - 1945) 29 161 18% 

Camp Breckinridge / Fort Jackson - Basic Training (1948 - 1956) 2 22 9% 

Fort Campbell - 1st Airborne Battle Group (1956 - 1964) 60 266 23% 

Fort Campbell - Airborne Infantry (1964 - 1967) 16 283 6% 

Vietnam - Airborne Infantry / Airmobile (1967 - 1972) 473 2576 18% 

Fort Campbell - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (1972 - 1982) 23 104 22% 

South Korea - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (1987 - 2004) 29 377 8% 

Iraq - 1st Battalion, Air Assault (2004 - 2005 13 178 7% 

4th Brigade Combat Team, 506th RCT - Air Assault (2004+) 63 338 18% 

Associate Members 36 201 19% 

TOTAL MEMBERS 744 4,506 17% 
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2012 Dues-Paying Members = 305 $5,283.80 

2013 Dues-Paying Members = 207 3,530.80 

2014 Dues-Paying Members = 142 2,422.80 

2015 Dues-Paying Members =   41 868.80 

2016 Dues-Paying Members =     8 156.70 

TOTAL DEFERRED INCOME $12,262.90 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Hoyt Bruce Moore, III – Treasurer 

A/1-506th, 1970-1971 

  

As of May 31, 2011, year-to-date operating income of $21,776.52 exceeded operating expenses of $12,085.47 for 

net operating income of $9,691.05.  Total funds in Association cash accounts included the following: 

 

Fidelity Business Account (pre-paid due $11,771.15  

Business Shares California Credit Union, San Diego 100.01 

Checking Account: Unrestricted Funds 32,553.81 

Temporarily Restricted Funds: 

     Scholarship Fund $15,872.93  

     Currahee Packages/Morale Fund 2,502.81 

     ASOM Monument 1,892.31 

     Currahee KIA Memorial 49,359.24 

    WO&WS Fund  69,177.15 

TOTAL Temporarily Restricted Funds 138,804.44 

TOTAL CASH 05/31/11 $183,229.41  

 

The 5-year Membership Dues plan continues to be successful.  As of May 31, 2011, the amount of prepaid dues 

was as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thanks to all of you who responded to the various 2011 membership drives and to those who made additional 

donations for Association expenses; the Currahee KIA Memorial; the Scholarship Fund; the Currahee Pack-

ages/Morale Fund; and the Widows, Orphans, & Wounded Soldiers Fund. 

  

As of May 31, 2011, the Association had a total of 744 dues-paying members (91.3% of whom are War Veter-

ans), which already exceeds the record-number of 713 people who paid membership dues in 2010!! 
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4126 Cole Way 

San Diego, CA  92117-1123  
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

506th Airborne Infantry Regiment Association 

(Airmobile - Air Assault) 
 

We stand together - then, now and always 
 

Web Site:  www.506infantry.org 

Association Officers / Board of Directors: 
 

Chairman— MAJ John Thomas Duckett, III —   

duckett@culver.org  

President — Donald Thies — jmmdthies@nconnect.net 

Treasurer — Hoyt B. Moore, III (Bruce) -  

 TheMOE_A1506@msn.com 

Secretary — Christopher Garrett — c-garrett@msn.com 

Membership Director, Co-Founder and President Emeritus 

— Eugene L. (Gene) Overton, Jr. — charly35@aol.com 

Directors:  

  Ronald Helwig — rlhelwig@verizon.net 

  Alfred (Fred) May — alfredmay@aol.com 

  John Lally — johnlally@comcast.net 

  Mike Metzger — mmetzger@capitalbuildersinc.com 

  Joseph E. Huesing — j.huesing@earthlink.net 

  COL(R) Bob Seitz — seitz_bob@bah.com 

Home Page Committee (Web Site) Chairman — 

   Michael C. Bookser (Mike) — mbookser@earthlink.net 

Charitable Funds Committees Chairman and Active Duty 

Liaison — Alfred (Fred) May — alfredmay@aol.com 

Quartermaster: 

   Ronald Helwig (Ron) — rlhelwig@verizon.net 

 

Newsletter Reporters: 

  1st Bn – Joseph Huesing— j.huesing@earthlink.net 

  2nd Bn – Vacant 

  3rd Bn – Jerry Gomes— kaye@mthoodcustomhomes.com 

 

Newsletter Editor 

  John Lally — johnlally@comcast.net 

Committee Chairs and Reporters: 

Visit the Currahee website - www.506infantry.org 


